U.S. troops conduct raids in Mosul ahead of Iraqi elections ru.:3
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Nation

Texas drug case: An undercover
agent in a sting that sent dozens of
black people in Tulia, Texas, to prison

on bogus drug charges was conwcted
of one of two perjury counts, and a jury
recommended he serve probation.

Tom Coleman was acquitted Friday of tes-
tifying falsely in a 2003 hearing that as a
sheriff's deputy he never stole gas from
county pumps, but he was found guilty of
saying that he did not learn about the theft
charge against him until August 1998.

Jurors sentenced him to Seven years in
prison, but because he didn’t have any prior
felony convictions decided that he could
serve the time on probation.

The judge agreed and will rule Tuesday
on the length and terms of the sentence.

Pa. mine accident: A map of an aban-
doned mine that might have prevented a
flood that trapped nine miners underground
for 77 hours had been tucked away in a coal
company closet and forgotten, a govern-
ment report shows.

The nine-man team of miners working in
the Quecreek, Pa., mine in July 2002 had an
outdated map that didn’t show the exact lo-
cation of the adjacent Saxman mine, which
was filled with millions of gallons of water.

The miners pierced the wall of the Sax-
man mine, quickly filling part of the
Quecreek mine with water and trapping the
miners. Crews were eventually able to pull
them out one-by-one in a dramatic rescue
that made international headlines.

Cholesterol drugs: The U.S. government
has until next month to decide whether to
allow over-the-counter sales of a cholesterol
drug — something an advisory panel says is
abad idea, at least for now.

The safety of Mevacor is well-established,
but advisers worried the wrong people
might take it if it sat on open drugstore
shelves, particularly after an aggressive ad-
vertising campaign.

The panel voted 20-3 Friday to recom-
mend against nonprescription sales that had
been requested by a pair of drug companies.

Supporters argued that making Mevacor
more easily available would help get needed
treatment to millions of Americans at mod-
erate risk of heart disease who needed to
lower cholesterol levels but were not taking
helpful drugs.

S.C. train wreck: Thousands of residents
evacuated from their Graniteville, S.C.,
homes after chlorine gas leaked from a train
wreck more than a week ago were back in
their homes Saturday, but hundreds more
waited to return.

More than 4,000 of the 5400 evacuated
residents had returned to their homes by
Saturday, officials said. Other residents’
homes remained off-limits because they
were closer to the chemical spill that killed
nine people and injured 250 more on Jan. 6.

Evacuations began after a Norfolk South-
ern train slammed into a parked train, punc-
turing a tanker of chlorine gas. A prellml-
nary investigation determined the crew that
parked a two-car train on a spur rail failed
to switch the tracks back to the main rail.

World

USS Cole bombing: Hearings into a court
appeal by the only people convicted in the
2000 USS Cole al-Qaida bombing ended Sat-
urday and a judge said he will issue his ver-
dict next mont

Four Yemenis were sentenced in Septem-
ber to prison sentences ranging from five to
10 years. Two men — Abd al-Rahim al-Nash-
iri, a Saudi suspected of being an associate
of Osama bin Laden, and Yemeni militant
Jamal al-Badawi — were sentenced to
death.

The six were the first people convicted in
the attack on the Cole, which killed 17 Amer-

Funeral for Mandela's son: Members of the Thembu royal house, right, and clergy from differ-

ent denomina

lions, left, attend the Saturday funeral of Makgatho Lewanil

Mandela, the son

of former South African President Nelson Mandela, in Qunu, Eastern Cape, South Africa.
Makgatho Mandela died of AIDS-related complications. Among the 4,000 people who attem‘l-
ed the funeral at the former president’s Eastern Cape home were his former wife
Madikizela-Mandela, South African President Thabo Mbeki and Archbishop Desmond Tllhl

ican sailors after suicide bombers in an ex-
plosives-packed dinghy rammed the de-
stroyer as it refueled in Aden Harbor.

‘War crimes suspect: Bosnia’s top interna-
tional official on Sunday welcomed Bosnian
Serb authorities’ first-ever transfer of a war
crimes suspect to the U.N. war crimes tribu-
nal, saying he hoped others would soon fol-
low.

Bosnia’s top international administrator,
Paddy Ashdown, applauded Saturday’s ar-
rest of Savo Todovic, 52, who is wanted for
Killings and beatings in a Serb-run prison in
Foca, eastern Bosnia.

Governments across the Balkans face
mounting international pressure to capture
and hand over war crimes suspects wanted
for their alleged roles in wars during the
1990s.

Ukraine election: In a sign of emerging
cracks in the camp of presidential election
winner Viktor Yushchenko, a top ally criti-
cized his call on supporters to raze the down-
town tent camp they’ve occupied for nearly
two months, one of the most vivid symbols
of Ukraine’s “Orange Revolution.”

Yulia Tymoshenko, a fiery orator and a
key driving force behind a wave of opposi-
tion protests that paved way for Yushchen-
ko’s Dec. 26 victory, urged him to respect
the residents of the tent camp, many of
whom were disappointed by Yushchenko’s
call to leave.

The sprawling camp on Kiev’s main ave-
nue sprang up within hours after the Nov.
21 presidential runoff vote to house protest-
ers alleging massive fraud.

Many of about 1,000 remaining residents
of the camp defied Yushchenko's order to
disperse and vowed to stay until his inaugu-
ration.

Noble prize winner summoned: Nobel
peace laureate Shirin Ebadi told Iran’s
hard-line Revolutionary Court on Saturday
she won't abey a summons to appear, even

N. Korea nuclear talks: North Korea de-
nied that it has a secret uranium-enrich-
ment program and accused Washington of
double standards, a day after it indicated a
willingness to rejoin six-nation nuclear dis-
armament talks.

Calling the United States a “nuclear crimi-
nal,” North Korea’s state-run newspaper Ro-
dong Sinmun accused Washington on Satur-
day of “conniving at, patronizing and cooper-
ating with the pro-American forces” in Isra-
el, Japan and South Korea to develop nucle-
ar arms.
Whether the communist North should
allow inspections to verify if, as the United
States claims, it is running a clandestine ura-
nium enrichment program in addition to its
plutonium-based weapons facilities, is one
of the thorniest issues in the stalled six-na-
tion nuclear talks.

Sudan peace agreement:President Omar
el-Bashir vowed that the Sudanese army,
which fought rebels in the south for more
than 20 years, would now defend the peace
agreement concluded earlier this month
with those same rebels.

El-Bashir spoke Saturday evemng to gov-
ernment troops at a garrison in the southern
Bahr El-Ghazal state during his tour to laud
the peace agreement signed with the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army, the official
Sudan News Agency reported.

El-Bashir’s government and the SPLA
signed the peace treaty Jan. 9 to end Afri-
ca’s longest war, which began in 1983 after
southerners rebelled, seeking autonomy
and control of their resources. Sectarian
and ethnic divisions overlaid the conflict
that pitted the black, mostly Christian and
animist southerners against the Arab and Is-
lamic north.

Parmalat scandal:The founder and
former CEO of Parmalat said he was aware
of his group’s financial difficulties, but not
of the real situation of its balance sheet, a

if it means her arrest — an open
to a powerful body that has convicted many
pro-reform intellectuals.

Ebadi, the first Iranian and Muslim
woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize, vowed
in an interview with The Associated Press
to resist hard-line threats against her life.

She said she wrote to the Revolutionary
Court on Saturday, telling it she would not
adhere to the summons, which was issued
‘Wednesday and ordered her to appear with-
in three days.

The Revolutionary Court, which deals
with security crimes, ordered Ebadi to ap-
pear for “some explanations” or face arrest.

newspaper reported Sunday.

ding to La Calisto
Tanzi also said he was convinced that his
“genius” ideas would counterbalance what
he described as insufficient finance manage-
ment skills at the company.

La Repubblica quoted what it said were
excerpts from a handwritten memo from
Tanzi to Parma prosecutors investigating
the financial scandal that has engulfed the
Italian dairy giant. The remarks were pub-
lished a day after Tanzi publicly apologized
to those who suffered losses in the fraud and
pledged to help prosecutors reconstruct the
case.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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U.S. forces launch raids in northern Iraq

Troops work to secure Mosul amid
unease about upcoming elections

BY JASON KEYSER

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. forces car-
ried out a series of raids in Iraq’s
troubled northern city of Mosul,
the military said Sunday, as Amer-
ican and Iraqi authorities scram-
ble to prepare for elections there
in the face of mass resignations of
polling staff and police.

A Bradley fighting vehicle was
damaged Sunday in the city when
an explosion occurred as a U.S.
convoy passed by, witnesses said.

It was unclear whether there
were casualties.

U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary
Paul Wolfowitz acknowledged
that the security threat to the Jan.
30 election was worse than in last
October’s nationwide balloting in
Afghanistan and that it was impos-
sible to guarantee “absolute secu-
rity” against the “extraordinary
intimidation that the enemy is un-
dertaking.”

In the Mosul area, the U.S. Ar-
my’s Stryker Brigade Combat
Team detained 11 suspected in-
surgents, including an alleged
cell leader, and seized weapons
and bomb making material in sev-
eral weekend raids — part of the
military’s strategy to try to secure
the city short of launching an
all-out offensive.

East of Mosul, a Katyusha rock-
et slammed into a home near the
Kurdish regional parliament
building in Irbil where leaders of
the two main Kurdish parties
were meeting to discuss the elec-
tion, a police official said Sunday.

The Mosul area has emerged as
a major flashpoint between U.S.
and Iraqi forces and the insur-
gents, raising fears that the elec-
tion cannot be held in much of the
city, Iraq’s third largest.

US. and Iraqi officials are
scrambling to recruit new police
and election workers in Mosul
after thousands of them resigned
in the face of rebel intimidation.
A new police chief was appointed
aweek ago to aforce of

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Saturday, at least 1,362
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,071 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said.

The ﬁgures include three mili-
tary civilians.

The AP count is four higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 a.m. Fri-
day.

The British military has re-
ported 76 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 16; Ukrame 16; Spam 11;
Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia, three;
Estonia, Thailand and the Neth-
erlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary,
Latvia and Kazakhstan one

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,224 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 962 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
‘military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

mA Manne was killed in ac-
tion Saturday in Babil province.

M A Marine assigned to the I
Marine Expeditionary Force
was killed Friday in a nonhostile
accident in Anbar province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by military:

M No identifications reported.

Kinds of violence aganst people

barely 1,000. Last November the
city had 5,000 police.

Similar mass resignations are
believed to have occurred in
other Sunni Muslim areas of
northern, central and western
Traq.

“I would underscore that there
was intimidation in Afghanistan
— the Taliban threatened all

Wl people who
vmed," Wolfowitz told reporters
Sunday in Jakarta, Indonesia.
“But I don’t believe they ever got
around to shooting election work-
ers in the street or kidnapping the
children of political candidates.”
Also Sunday, insurgents at-
tacked an Iraqi National Guard
patrol south of Baghdad, injuring
two guardsmen, one of them criti-

AP photos

U.S. Army 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry soldiers search cars around an auto repair shop Sunday in Mosul,
Iraq, in an area plagued by car bombs and other insurgent attacks. The Mosul area has emerged as a major
flashpoint, raising fears that the upcoming election cannot be held in much of the city, Iraq’s third largest.

An Iraqi volunteer places an election poster on a box outside the Iraqi
Ministry of Agriculture Sunday in Baghdad.

cally, police Lt  Adnan
Abdul-Allah said.
In Ramadi, five explosions

rocked a joint U.S.-Iraqi National
Guard base, sending columns of
smoke rising above the area, wit-
nesses said. Sporadic clashes
were reported in the city center.
Elsewhere, U.S. troops fired on
a car that sped toward them near
the central city of Samarra on
Sunday morning, wounding two
people, the military said. A
spokesman said ground troops
fired warning shots before aim-

ing directly at the vehicle. The
driver and a passenger were
wounded.

Iraqi police and several wit-
nesses, however, reported that
four people were killed and that
the vehicle was hit by tank fire.

A major insurgent group
claimed responsibility Sunday for
kidnapping 15 Iraqi National
Guard members who were report-
ed missing last week. The 15
guardsmen had been pulled from
a bus near their base in the town
of Hit, 90 miles west of Baghdad.

A statement posted on an Islam-
ic Web site took responsibility on
behalf of Ansar al-Sunnah.

“Your brothers were able to
carry off a well-turned ambush
against the crusaders’ right hand
inIraq,” the statement said, using
“crusaders” as a term for West-
ern forces.

It gave no indication of the
men’s fate. The authenticity of
the claim could not be immediate-
ly verified.

Ansar al-Sunnah has claimed
responsibility for numerous at-
tacks, including a December sui-
cide bombing that killed 22 peo-
ple, most of them Americans, at a
U.S. military dining tent on a base
in Mosul.

The group is also blamed in the

ugust executions of 12 Nepalese
construction workers and twin
suicide bombings in February
that killed 109 members of Iraq’s
assertive Kurd minority.

Elsewhere, about 300 followers
of radical Shiite Muslim cleric
Mugqgtada al-Sadr began a
three-day sit-in in front of the Oil
Ministry in Baghdad to protest
gasoline shortages that have
caused hours-long waits at gas sta-
tions.

About a dozen of them entered
the ministry and complained to
Mmlsler Thamir Ghadbhan, ask-

ing why U.S. troops have fuel for
their vehicles and Iragis don't.

Oil to flow again through damaged northern pipeline

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Almost a month after sab-
oteurs shut down a northern Iraqi oil pipe-
line, the government said Sunday it should
resume pumping crude from northern
fields to an export terminal in southeastern
Turkey by month’s end.

A Dec. 18 explosion caused by saboteurs
halted the flow of oil through the northern
pipeline, which was carrying about
400,000 barrels a day before the attack.

“Repair work on the damaged export
pipeline that carries crude oil from
Kirkuk oil fields to the Turkish port of
Ceyhan is expected to finish in 10 days
time from now,” the Oil Ministry state-
ment said.

“Exports via the pipeline to Turkey’s
Ceyhan port are expected to resume imme-
diately after completing repair work.”

The statement also said a damaged feed-
er pipeline that carries crude oil from
Kirkuk oil fields to the Beiji refinery, in

northern Iraq, has been repaired and has
started resupplying the refinery with
300,000 barrels a day.

Irag’s northern pipeline has been the tar-
get of repeated insurgent attacks, and the
storage facilities at Ceyhan, Turkey, ran
dry last month.

Traq’s State Oil Marketing Organization
last week informed customers it would re-
duce southern term export contracts by
about 10 percent, or 160,000-170,000 bar-
rels a day, for five months due to insurgent

attacks, bad weather hampering the south-
ern export terminals’ operations and de-
murrage costs.

The organization’s chief, Dhiaa
al-Bakka, said last month that exports aver-
aged 1.55 million barrels a day in 2004,
with 1.43 million barrels coming from the
south and 120,000 from the north.

The annual average export level fell
below the target of 1.85 million barrels a
day because of the country’s deteriorating
security situation.
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Recovery team
picks up pieces
after attacks

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD— When a roadside
or car bomb badly damages a ve-
hicle, soldiers from Company B,
210th Forward Support Battalion,
receive a call.

The battalion’s 10-member ve-
hicle recovery team is responsi-
ble for collecting inoperable vehi-
cles in the 2nd Brigade, 10th
Mountain Division’s _operating
area around much of Baghdad.

“Most have been around cen-
tral Baghdad,” said Sgt. 1st Class
Thomas McDiffitt, vehicle recov-
ery team noncommissioned offic-
er in charge. “Fifty to 60 percent
have been on Route Irish (the
road from central Baghdad to the
airport), the rest were north and
northwest Baghdad.”

All told, the team has recov-
ered more than 40 vehicles since
the battalion arrived in Iraq last
summer.

“The majority were (damaged)
from IEDs or VBIEDs (roadside
or car bombs),” McDiffitt said.

At best, these bombs have
heavily damaged the vehicles; at
worst, they've destroyed them. Ei-
ther way, the soldiers have to go

out and pick up what’s left.

“They’re pretty much blown
up,” said Spe. Brandon Beechler.
“They’re non-mission capable —
tires flattened, doors missing, win-
dows blown out.”

Some have burned into nothing
more than large hunks of twisted
metal. The recovered vehicles
will be sent to Kuwait for repairs
or, if damaged beyond repair,
kept at Camp Liberty.

Beechler drives the team’s
M1098 truck and “lowboy” trailer
for many of the recoveries.

The unit keeps two wreckers
and one lowboy on standby. They
can also call the battalion’s Com-
pany A to bring a pallet-loading
truck for smaller vehicles.

Wrecker driver Spc. Terrence
Valis said one trailer they recov-
ered had 1,600 155mm artillery
rounds in it. Some had fuses in-
stalled, so when they lifted the
trailer for its trip back, Valis natu-
rally worried. “If one had a fuse
and falls we’re gonna be suckin’,”
he remembered thinking.

The unit is able to carry any
wheeled vehicles or trailers —
tracked equipment, like a Brad-
ley Fighting Vehicle, is picked up
by another unit.

Monday, January 17, 2005
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Six of the 10 members of the 210th Forward Support Battalion’s vehicle recovery team stand in front of one
of their two wreckers. The unit sends between four and six soldiers to most vehicle recoveries.

They can be ready to leave their
Camp Liberty base within about
30 minutes, McDiffitt said. Most
recoveries don’t take very long.

“If you've got good NCOs, when
you get to the scene and they as-
sess it pretty well, it'll take about
30 minutes,” Beechler said.

Valis has attended the Army’s
formal vehicle recovery school.
“There’s a lot of stuff out there
they can’t teach you, so you have

to (learn it as you go),” he said.

The unit doesn’t provide its
own security, so it is dependent
on other units for protection. And
because they’re headed to a scene
of a previous attack, there’s usual-
ly agood possnb:llty that there are
still enemies nearby.

“I get kind of a rush — you
don’t know if you are going to get
shot at or get hit by an IED,”
Valis said. “We’ve had a couple of

shots popped off at us.”

Even when they aren't shot at,
the missions aren’t usually pleas-
ant — especially those involving
suicide car bombers.

“I got a piece of [body] stuck in
my boot and didn’t know it,” Valis
said about one mission. “I looked
down and there was a piece of the
dude.”

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyiamallestres.osd.mi

Hohenfels wel

soldiers |

from Afghanistan, Iraq

Above: Soldiers shoot some pool at a community welcome home party Tuesday in Hohenfels, Germany.
The celebration was for Company A, 1st Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment, which returned in December

from Alghamshn and soldiers from the Combat Maneuver Training Center Oper:

ions Group Grizzly and

teams, which returned from Iraq in November. “We were [in Afghanistan]

to act as a security force for the elections and as a [quick reaction force] for the elections,” said Sgt. 1st
Class Scott Broxton, Company A, 1-4 Infantry. “There were times when you would think | really don’t want
to be here, but most of the time you realized how important it was to support our nation and be there for

the elections.”

Right: Family members and soldiers dig into lunch at the party. “We got home at mi

Inight and most of the

wives were there and a lot of people from the community were there,” Broxton said. “The celebration was
nice. It was really good of the community to do something like this for us.”

PHOTOS BY GERRY ARBIOS/Courtesy of the U.S. Army
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Afghan prisoners stand at the Supreme Court after leaving the main
U.S. base at Bagram in Kabul. The U.S. military on Sunday freed about
80 prisoners held in Afghanistan, which could help persuade support-
ers of the former Taliban government to give up their fight.

U.S. releases 80
Afghan prisoners

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The
US. military on Sunday freed
about 80 prisoners held in Afghan-
istan, and the country’s most se-
nior judge said the government
was negotiating for the release of
hundreds more Afghans from
American custody.

In a move which could help a
reconciliation drive with former
Taliban, two buses brought the 80
Afghan men from the main U.S.
base at Bagram to the Supreme
Court in the capital, Kabul, where
they were received by the chief
justice.

Fazl Hadi Shinwari congratulat-
ed them on their freedom and
told them to be grateful to return
to their families for the Muslim
feast of Eid al-Adha, which be-
gins Thursday.

“Don’t sabotage the security or
the government and God will be
pleased with you,” the white-
bearded cleric told the men, seat-
ed in a hall at the court before
they were allowed to complete
their journeys home.

An aide to president Hamid
Karzai, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the prisoners had
been held either at Bagram, at a
U.S. base in the southeastern city
of Khost or at Kandahar in the
south. Court officials initially an-
nounced that the men were from
the U.S. jail at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, but later said they were
mistaken.

American and allied Afghan
forces captured thousands of sus-
pected Taliban and al-Qaida mem-
bers in Afghanistan during and
since the bombing campaign
which ousted the repressive Tali-
ban government in late 2001.

Hundreds have been classified
as “enemy combatants” and trans-
ferred to the prison at the U.S.
naval base at Guantanamo, while
many others have been held at
American bases in Afghanistan.

The U.S. military has suggested
it is minimizing detentions and
that a reconciliation program to
be organized by Karzai’s govern-
ment could reduce the numbers
further.
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Gl sentenced to 10 years
for Iraqi prison abuse role

Graner to be
dishonorably
discharged
after release

BY T.A. BADGER
The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — Spc.
Charles Graner Jr., the Army re-
servist shown smiling in photos
beside naked Iraqi prisoners, was
sentenced to 10 years in military
prison after telling jurors he was
ordered to abuse detainees and
“didn’t enjoy what I did there.”

Graner, labeled the leader of a
band of rogue guards at the Abu
Ghraib prison, could have re-
ceived 15 years behind bars in
the first court-martial stemming
from the scandal.

Asked if he felt remorse after
the sentence was handed down on
Saturday, Graner said, “There’s a
war on. Bad things happen.”

Graner will be dishonorably dis-
charged when his sentence is
completed. He was demoted to
private and ordered to forfeit all
pay and benefits.

A day after convicting him, the
jury of four Army officers and six
senior enlisted men deliberated
about two hours to determine
Graner's sentence.

Graner, who had been free
prior to trial, was taken into custo-
dy after the sentence was read.
He gave his mother, Irma, a hug
and his father, Charles Sr., a hand-
shake before the jury foreman
read the sentence.

“He’s scared to death,” Irma
Graner said later.

Graner was accused of stack-
ing naked prisoners in a human
pyramid and later ordering them
to masturbate while other sol-
diers took photographs. He alleg-

edly punched one man in the
head hard enough to knock him
out, and struck an injured prison-
er with a collapsible metal stick.

He was shown in one photo giv-
ing a thumbs-up sign next to a
dead body packed in ice.

Defense lawyer Guy Womack
said his cli-
em and the

other
Abu Ghraib
guards
charged with
abuses were

“I firmly
believe there
should have
been reason-
able doubt,
but we respect their decision,” he
said outside the courthouse.
Prosecutors Maj. Michael Hol-
ley and Capt. Chris Graveline
would not speak to reporters, but
they said in a joint statement,
“We think it is important that the
world was able
to observe this
court-martial.”

Graner

Under  mili-
tary court rules, 0. Bad thi
Graner’s  case
will be automati- happen.9?
cally appealed to

the Army Court
of Criminal Ap-
peals. He also
could

his commanding general.

Graner did not testify during
his trial, but during the sentenc-
ing phase Saturday he took the
witness stand to repeat the de-
fense claim that the jury clearly
rejected: that he had been or-
dered by intelligence agents at
Abu Ghraib to abuse the prison-
ers to make them easier to interro-
gate.

Womack asked him why he
was smiling in the infamous pho-
tos, some of which were shown

&k There’s a war

Spe. Charles Graner Jr.
Response when asked if

he felt remorse for his
role in Abu Ghraib abuse

while Graner spoke.

“I'm smiling now, and that’s a
nervous smile,” Graner said.

“There was a lot of things that
we did that were so screwed up, if
you didn’t look at them as funny,
there was no way to deal with it.”

Graner described himself as a
by-the-book prison guard corrupt-
ed by superiors who ordered him
to physically mistreat and sexual-
ly humiliate detainees.

He said he initially resisted
pressure to mistreat prisoners,
but his Army superiors made it
clear to him that he was expected
to obey the commands of the mili-
tary and civilian intelligence
agents who ran his part of Abu
Ghraib.

Graner said a lieutenant in his
unit told him: “If [military intelli-
gence] asks you to do this, it
needs to be done. Theyre in
charge, follow their orders.”

He said he now knows that
those orders were unlawful, but
“at the time my understanding is
that they were [lawful], or I
wouldn’t hdve dnne them,” he

The 36-year-old
reservist from Uni-
ontown, Pa., spoke
nearly _three
hours as an “un-
sworn statement,”
meaning he was
not subject to
cross-examination
by prosecutors. He
did not testify dur-

s

ing his trial.

He concluded by saying: “I
didn’t enjoy what I did there. ... A
lot of it was wrong, a lot of it was
criminal.”

Holley, the co-prosecutor, said
in his final statement that Graner
was a disgrace to the military and
urged the 10 jurors to send him to
prison for the maximum sen-
tence.

More ex-Taliban may return to Afghanistan

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL i ing secu-

ban-led insurgency as a minor threat, and
repeatedly called for low- and mid-rank-
ing members to make peace and help re-

rity in Afghanistan’s moet troubled region
is boosting the outlook for a reconciliation
between former Taliban supporters and
the U.S.-backed government of President
Hamid Karzai, the head of the UN. refu-
gee agency says.

In an interview with the Associated
Press, Ruud Lubbers also said eased-up
Amencan military operations could en-
courage more militants to give up the fight
and return from countries such as Paki-
stan.

“The big shots of the Taliban will of
course stay out because they will be impris-
oned immediately,” Lubbers, the U.N.
High Commissioner for Refugees, said Sat-
urday. But among the rank-and-file, “I
think there you will see more” wlllingness
to return, he said.

Karzai has dismissed a stubborn Tali-

build after more than two de-
cades of war.

Government officials claim many have
since signaled their wish to come back
from neighboring countries, and the top
U.S. commander here told AP last month
that a big repatriation could prompt a cut
in his 18,000-strong force. But few appear
to have taken the plunge.

Suggesting that could change this year,
Lubbers said U.S. military operations, the
recent closure of several refugee camps
used as sanctuaries by militants and the
planned reconciliation drive had improved
security “considerably” along the border.

The mllnary is engaged in a winter-long
campaign to prevent militants from threat-
ening elections planned for the spring.

Taliban supreme leader Mullah Omar
and al-Qaida chief Osama bin Laden re-
main at large.

Still, U.S. troops are increasingly en-
gaged in rebuilding Afghan security forces
and carrying out badly needed reconstruc-
tion projects in areas deemed too danger-
ous by many civilian relief organizations.

Lubbers, who spoke after talks with
Karzai at the end of a four-day visit, sug-
gested that American offensive operations
could now become “more selective” to cre-
ate conditions for more Afghans to return.

“It will be very good to give some
chance, some oxygen if you like, to normal-
cy in these regions [where] people are al-
lowed to come back and are not in an atmo-
sphere any more of confrontation,” he
said.

Thousands of Taliban supporters fled,
many with their entire families, to Paki-
stan, Iran and other countries when aUS.
bombing campaign drove them from
power in late 2001 for harboring bin
Laden.

In all, about 3 million refugees have re-
turned to Afghanistan since 2001.

AP

Ibrahim, 9, holds his brother as they warm
themselves by the fire near their tent set
up in the former Russian culture house.
Over 100 refugee families found shelter
there in Kabul on Saturday.
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Father’s road to recovery scarred by grief

Marine’s dad lives with daily pain,
heartache after learning of son’s
death in Iraq and setting self afire

BY DAVID FINKEL
The Washington Post

BOSTON — Another day of try-
ing to recover.

Once again, Carlos Arredondo,
whose reaction to the death of his
son became one of the iconic im-
ages of the Iraq war, is reading
the last e-mail he received from
him. “I'm in najaf,” the e-mail
from Marine Lance Cpl. Alex-
ander Scott Arredondo begins,
and those three words are enough
to make a 44-year-old father once
again feel as though he is on fire.

Every bit of Arredondo’s skin is
coated with antibiotic cream. His
left palm has glass in it from when
three Marines informed him that
Alex was dead and he began
smashing the windows of their
van. His lower legs, which re-
ceived the worst of the burns from
when he splashed gasoline in the
van and ignited it, are stained the
color of cranberries. His hair, cut
off in the hospital, is only now
starting to grow back. His finger-
nails, ruined when he used his
hands to claw holes in Alex’s
grave for flowers, are all gone.

“do me a favor and check the
news online. save pictures arti-
cles and videos if you can. Il stay
in contact until i move. let every-
one know i love them,” the e-mail
from Alex goes on, and Arredon-
do continues to read it, oblivious
to everything else, including his
wife, Melida.

Even now, so many months
later, no longer unconscious in a
hospital burn unit, no longer re-
strained to his hospital bed as a
precaution against suicide, no
longer gasping as his skin is
pulled off with tweezers, no long-
er encased in bandages, forgiven
by the Marines, Arredondo says
he does not know why he did
what he did.

Was he trying to kill himself?
Maybe, he says. Was he trying to
bring attention to his son’s death,
the 968th of the war? Maybe it
was that. Was it an act of protest
against a war he doesn’t like?
Maybe.

He says he understands the
meaning of grief now; less clear
to him s the meaning of recovery.

“How am I going to feel bet-
ter?” he says. “I have no idea.”

It is a question not only for

Arredondo visits his son’s grave si

Arredondo, but for all of the survi-
vors of the more than 1,300 U.S.
troops killed so far in the Iraq
war, the relatives who in those
first moments scream and weep
and slam the door and chlapse.
“The beginning of the war” is
how Maj. Scott Mack, whose pla-
toon members delivered the news
to Arredondo, describes it.

here, then, is Arredondo in
this, whose son is dead, whose
other son won’t talk to him, whose
ex-wife is furious at him, whose
wife is begging for money for
him, and who spends most of his
day in a room he has converted
into a shrine? How far has he
come? How far does he have to
go? “I really love my son,” he
says, at the cemetery one day,
stamping his foot three times on
Alex’s grave.

He visits the grave every other
day. He has decorated it with
roses, carnations, Alex’s pictures,
Alex’s letters, a temporary head-
stone that he made from two dis-
carded pieces of wood and 13
American flags.

“If he were to come right now,
he would kiss me on the mouth,
he would kiss me on the cheeks,
he would kiss me on the mouth
again,” Arredondo says. “That’s
how we said hello.”

Carlos Arredondo was, until
Aug. 25 of last year, a healthy, nor-
mal man. He worked. He played
soccer. He loved, rather than ob-
sessed.

Alex was his firstborn, and the
photos that Arredondo is constant-
ly looking at show how close they
were, at least in the first years of
Alex’s life. There they are at
home, asleep next to each other,
in a part of Boston called Jamaica
Plain. There they are at Boston’s
swan_boats. There they are in
New York, on a playground near
the World Trade Center. There
they are in Costa Rica, visiting
where Carlos was born.

He sneaked into the United
States when he was 19. He mar-
ried his first wife, Victoria, in

1983. In 1984 they had Alex, in
1987 they had Brian, and then
came a divorce punctuated by ac-
cusations and a long-running cus-
tody battle, which still defines
their relationship, even as they
grieve. During Alex’s teenage

in Boston every other day.

The worst of Carlos Arredondo’s injuries are on his legs, to which he appli

_
PHOTOS BY DAVID FINKEL/LATWP
antibiotic cream. Twenty-six

percent of his body was burned when he ignited a van after learning of his son's death in Iraq.

Arredondo was living in
Plorlda with Melida, prohibited
by court order from direct con-
tact. He returned to Boston in
2000, resumed contact with his
sons, moved back to Florida early
last year to start a construction
business, and, on Aug. 25, his
birthday, just after lunch, was in
the front yard of the house he and
Melida bought, waiting for Alex
to call, when here came the Ma-
rine van.

“We're looking for
the family of Alexander
Arredondo,” he remem-
bers one of the Marines
saying. “I am the fami-
ly,” he said, and then
it was like my heart
went all the way to the
ground.

From the time of noti-
fication to the time of
the fire took, he imag-
ines, 20 minutes. He re-
members running into
the back yard, sitting in
the grass, phoning Meli-
da, phoning Brian,
standing up, sitting back down
and standing up again. He remem-
bers going into the front yard and
asking the Marines to leave. He
remembers picking up a ham-
mer. He remembers picking up a
gasoline can and a propane torch.
He remembers a Marine saying,
“Sir, don’t do that,” and then he
was in the van, first smashing win-
dows, then splashing gasoline,
and then igniting the torch, per-
haps accidentally, perhaps inten-
tionally, perhaps suicidally, per-
haps, perhaps. “I just feel this ex-
plosion,” he says, describing what
happened next. “It threw me out
of the van, and immediately I feel
the flames all over me. I feel the
sensation of burning. The sensa-
tion I was on fire.

“T remember that they grabbed
me and held me down while I was
screaming, and my mother was
trying to take off my shirt, and I
keep telling my mother, My feet
are burning.’

“I remember somebody else
grabbing me by the back of my
pants and picking me up, and
they were dragging me, my feet
were dragging, and then the per-
son was on top of me, and he was
holding me down on the ground.

“I remember suddenly Melida
was there, and she said, ‘Carlos,
can you see? And 1 kepl saying,
‘Oh, Alex,’ and Melida, she said,
“Don't fight it, don’t fight it any-
more, don’t ﬁght it, don’t fight it.”

He remembers a Marine saying,
“Sir, don’t do that,” and then he
was in the van, first smashing
windows, then splashing
gasoline, and then igniting the
torch, perhaps accidentally,
perhaps intentionally, perhaps
suicidally, perhaps, perhaps.

“And then, when I started get-
ting a little more tranquil, be-
cause Melida was there, I think I
passed out.”

The bill for the hospital with
the burn unit was $43,710.46. The
bill for the ambulance was
$487.50. The bill for an initial psy-
chological evaluation was $250.
The bill for another hospital,
whose emergency room he was
taken to initially, was $9,952, the
latest reminder of which has
shown up in the day’s mail. Meli-
da, a nursing home administrator
who has been out of work since
Aug. 25, puts it in a stack of let-
ters, including one from a hospi-
tal informing them that a lien has
been placed on their house.

“Carlos,” she says, “are we
going to see Alex?”

“Yes,” he says.

In the bedroom, he coats him-
self with antibiotic cream and sun-
block, and grabs a handful of Al-
ex’s letters to pass out to whomev-

er he sees. In the living room, Mel-
ida says, not joking, exhausted, “T
need to know — is this normal be-
havior?”

They get in the car and drive
past the church that donated fur-
niture and rent money to them
when they came back to Boston
for the funeral and then decided
to stay on for a while to be closer
to Brian, who is living with Victo-
ria in Bangor, Maine.

They turn onto the road they
were driving along
the day that Arredon-
do’s mother, in the
back seat, soon after
the funeral, suddenly
began kicking and
screaming, and broke
down in front of their

eyes.
“T've never seen my
mother like that,”
Arredondo says.
Later, back home,
while Melida works
on arrangements for a
fund-raiser, Arredon-
do receives a call
from a friend of Alex who men-
tions that he recently spoke with

Brian.

“You talked to him?” Arredondo
says. “I haven't heard from him.
In a month. He was quiet? He was
taking it hard? Why do vou say
that? He sounded very sad:

Next, he writes a letter

“Brian, please call me,” he
writes. “Come to visit. Please. I
miss you. I love you very much.
Call me Your dad, Carlos L.

Nex& he calls Victoria.

“This is Carlos,” he says. “I
would like to talk to you, please.
And T need to talk to Brian,
please. I would like to talk to all of
you, please.”

He hangs up. “They didn’t pick
up,” he says. His hands are shak-
ing. The doctors have told him to
take deep breaths when this hap-
pens. He takes deep breaths.
“What am I supposed to do?” he

says.
“Tve already lost one son. Now
I will lose another?”
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BY SIOBHAN MCDONOUGH
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Outdated charts
may have been partially at fault for the un-
dersea grounding of a U.S. nuclear subma-
rine last weekend, according to a U.S.
agency that analyzes spy satellite imagery
and produces maps and charts for the De-
fense Department.

Officials at the Bethesda, Md.-based Na-
tional  Geospatial-Intelligence  Agency
said Saturday the main chart likely used
by the USS San Francisco didn’t reveal
any obstacle anywhere near where the
boat struck on the floor of the Pacific
Ocean during underwater operations last
Saturday about 350 miles south of Guam.

The closest notation on the map indi-
cates discolored water about three miles
from the accident site. The discolored
water was reported by the Japanese most
likely in the 1960s or even earlier, accord-
in, m David Burpee, the agency’s spokes-

The Defense Mapping Agency created

the chart in 1989, and it was never re-
vised. Burpee said a satellite photograph
taken 10 years later
could be read in hind-
sight to show an under-
sea mountain not on the
chart, but that was not
clear at the time and, in
any case, the photo was
just one among thou-
sands of shots of ocean
expanses that have not
been fully charted
using all the latest meth-

&k Th

s.

“The charts used
today may not reflect
the reality of what’s ac-
tually on the ocean
floor,” said Burpee, adding that the charts
used today were charted with earlier tech-
nology and may not be up-to-date.

“You think [the charts] are right until
somebody tells you they’re not,” he said,
adding that ships use sonar to pick up

is is part
of a massive

amount of sea that
has not been

mapped or charted
in detail.

National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency spokesman

0ld maps may be cause of sub’s accident

ocean forms and pass that information on
to the agency.

The Navy has said an
initial investigation into
the accident found that
the submarine struck a
large rock, land or other
natural feature and noth-
ing else.

One sailor was killed
and at least 23 suffered
injuries including bro-
ken bones, cuts and
bruises. The submarine
has a crew of 137.

Burpee said the imag-
es taken of the area by a
Lansat satellite in 1999
could be viewed upon
close examination in the wake of the acci-
dent to indicate a submerged structure,
such as a reef or a ridge, but also could
have been read as showing variations in
water color caused by dense growth of
plankton or something dumped from a

David Burpee

passing ship, such as oil.

“The chart is an imprecise mapping of
the bottom to begin with,” he said. “There
hasn’t been a formal hydrographic sweep
through that area of the ocean’s bottom.”

Burpee said there are currently 150
ships in the world capable of doing that
kind of thorough deep water work and it
would take all of them 30 years to map the
world’s deep water.

“It's not like there was one little area
that gotaway from us, that escaped detec-
tion,” he said. “This is part of a massive
amount of sea that has not been mapped
or charted in detail.”

The emphasis in charting has been on
the Northern Hemisphere because that’s
where the majority of commerce is, he
said.

San Francisco’s nuclear reactor was un-
damaged, and the submarine made its
way back to its home port in Guam under
its own power. Its outer hull was dam-
aged, but its inner hull remained intact.

The submarine had been headed to Aus-
tralia for a port visit.

Bahylon unharmed
WARSAW, Poland — A Pol-

Iraqi center will seek missing persons

ish official on Sunday dis-
missed charges by the British
Museum that multinational
troops damaged the ancient
Iraqi city of Babylon, saying
soldiers took the utmost care
to preserve archaeological
sites after setting up camp

there.

Polish troops in Babylon
were accompanied by archae-
ologists, and Iraqi authorities
responsible for the preserva-
tion of monuments were con-
sulted on all work done at the
military camp in the city, De-
fense Ministry spokesman
Col. Piotr Pertek was quoted
as saying by the PAP news
agenc,

“Neither Polish nor any
other soldiers from the Pol-
ish-led multinational force
ever performed any tasks that
would ruin the monuments,
cause devastation or any other
harm,” he reportedly said.

Iraqi air force flying

BAGHDAD — One of the
Iraqi air force’s defunct trans-
port squadrons was formally
reactivated on Sunday and re-
ceived a delivery of three
(C-130E Hercules cargo planes
from the United States, the
U.S. military said.

Iraqi airmen celebrated the
arrival of the planes by slaugh-
tering five sheep in a ceremo-
ny at an airfield and marked
the planes with blood.

The 23rd Iraqi air force
squadron, first created in
1965, is responsible for airlift-
ing military personnel and
equipment.

About 65 air force person-
nel, including four flight
crews, finished four months of
initial training in neighboring
Jordan. They’ll receive addi-
tional instruction in flying and
maintaining the aircraft from
U.S. Air Force commanders in
Iraq and on flight simulators
in the United States.

From wire reports

Families searching
for loved ones will
get emotional and
physical support

BY SHAFIKA MATTAR
The Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — Iraq plans
to establish a center to assist the
families of those who went miss-
ing during wars the coun
fought under fallen dictator Sadd-
am Hussein, an Iraqi Cabinet offi-
cial said Sunday.

Bekhtiar Amin, minister of
human rights, spoke at a
three-day meeting in Jordan to ar-
range details for the center.

“The center will assist the fami-
lies to find their loved ones and
determine their identities,” Amin
said. “Those families need social
and psychological assistance. ...
They are trying to find the bones
of their loved ones to rebury them
in decent places.”

The three-day meeting, which
was to wrap up Sunday, was orga-
nized by Amin’s ministry, the
United Nations Assistance Mis-
sion in Iraq and the U.N. Develop-
ment Program. At least 100 U.N.
officials, family members of miss-
ing Iraqis and pathologists from
Kuwait were present.

A meeting organizer and
UNDP  spokesperson, Annie
Dimirjarian, said it was not cer-
tain when the center would open.

“We are hopeful to set it up as
soon as possible,” she told report-
ers. “But it all depends on the se-
curity issue.”

Consultations on setting up the
center started in July, when the
Iraqi Ministry of Human Rights
expressed concern over the fate
of persons who had fallen victims
of arbitrary executions under Sad-
dam’s regime and those who went
missing or disappeared in wars.

Arras Abed Akram, an Iraqi
Kurd who attended the Jordan
meeting, said he hoped to locate

Arras Abed Akram, 36, a Kurd from Halabja whose family is believed to have been killed during an Iraqi
chemical attack on the city in 1988, shows pictures of his family before and after they were killed. Akram
brought the photos to a meeting to establish a center to assist the families of those who went missing during
wars Iraq had under fallen dictator Saddam Hussein.

the remains of his family, who he
believes were killed during Sadd-

tween 6 months and 20 years —
‘were killed during the attack near-

am’s chemi- ly 17 years
cal attack on ago.

Halabja city &k We don’t have “T  was
in 1988. . wounded and
« domt pathologist labs and  transferred
know if my to Iran,
family mem. 1000 @ single DNA lab  Jiere 1 re.
bers are bur- 3 mained for a
ied there (a . to ”_”‘"bl" us to_ while,”  the
mass  grave identify the bodies 36-year-old
in Halabja), o said.  “But
but Thope to  20€ find in the mass when T re-
find at least § turned to my

one of them g?awes.” hometown,
alive or at " " the only
Bekhtiar Amin ¢
h"f“ find Iragi minister of human rights  thing I found
eir remains was a mass
to bury them grave  with

decently,” he said in an interview.
Akram said his parents and 10
brothers and sisters — aged be-

1,500 people.”
Amin, the Iragi minister, said
in addition to the hundreds of

thousands estimated killed in Hal-
abja “there are 1.5 million dis-
abled, 1.5 million displaced, 1 mil-
lion who dropped out of school,
3,500 people with their noses and
ears mutilated and a number of
businessmen who had their
hands chopped off.”

“These people need psychologi-
cal assistance and rehabilitation
and we do not have the necessary
centers for this purpose,” Amin
said. “We don’t have pathologist
labs and not a single DNA lab to
enable us to identify the bodies
we find in the mass graves.”

He said he visited Bosnia, Koso-
vo and Kuwait to learn and look
at their experience in this field.
He said Western nations, includ-
ing the United States and Canada,
said they would assist in DNA
tests.
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Indonesia raises tsunami death toll by 5,000

Wolfowitz praises U.S. troops as second airport opens for relief missions

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
Some nations observed a minute
of silence on Sunday to honor the
dead three weeks after a devastat-
ing tsunami smashed coastlines
across southern Asia and Africa,
as Indonesia increased its death
toll, bringing the figure for one of
the worst-ever natural disasters
to more than 162,000.

U.S. Deputy Secretary of De-
fense Paul Wolfowitz on Sunday
wrapped up a visit to hardest-hit
Indonesia — where officials
raised the death toll by 5,000 to
more than 115,000 — to get a first-
hand look at the devastation.

Jakarta, meanwhile, backed
away from an earlier call for for-
eign troops delivering relief to be
out of the country by March 26 —
three months to the day after the
earthquake and tsunami hit 11 na-
tions.

“We would like to emphasize
that March 26 is not a deadline
for involvement of foreign mili-
tary personnel in the relief ef-
fort,” Defense Minister Juwono
Sudarsono said after meeting Wol-
fowitz in Jakarta.

Wolfowitz praised American
troops for their efforts to aid survi-
vors and hinted that the Ameri-
can operation could presage clos-
er military ties with Indonesia.

%

In the first floor of a tsunami-damaged hospital, a German doctor gets
help from an interpreter to diagnose an elderly man having trouble

breathing in Banda Aceh, Indonesia.

“We need to think about how we
can strengthen this newly elected
democratic government, strength-
en the civilian defense minister ...
to help build the kind of defense in-
stitution that will ensure in the fu-
ture that the Indonesian military,
like our military, is a loyal function
of a democratic government,” said
Wolfowitz, a former U.S. ambassa-
dor to Jakarta.

The U.S. military will greatly
wind down its presence in Thai-
land and Sri Lanka over the next

‘week or two, Marine Lt. Gen. Rob-
ert Blackman, who is in charge of
coordinating American relief ef-
forts in South Asia, said Saturday.

In Indonesia, U.S. forces are
still working hard to deliver sup-
plies to people in affected areas,
he said.

Indonesia “is clearly the most
challenging” of the three coun-
tries, Blackman said. “You can’t
‘minimize 130,000 deaths on the is-
land of Sumatra.”

Meanwhile, Australia and New

Zealand — both of which lost va-
cationing citizens on the southern
beaches of Thailand — observed
the silence at the precise time the
9.0-magnitude earthquake that
triggered the tsunami struck.
Bells tolled and flags flew at
half-staff.

“Three weeks ago, the world
began to watch in horror as a ca-
tastrophe without precedent in re-
cent times unfolded around the In-
dian Ocean,” said New Zealand’s
Prime Minister Helen Clark.

Indonesia’s Social Affairs Min-
istry said 12,132 people were still
missing as bodies continued to be
pulled from the wreckage that
was once coastal settlements. It
said 603,518 were displaced —
about 100,000 fewer than the fig-
ure three days ago.

The movement of relief sup-
plies into Indonesia’s northern
Sumatra was expected to double
with the opening of a second air-
port Sunday, as United Nations
teams moved deeper into the inte-
rior to assess the plight of villag-
ers who had fled the tsunami-dev-
astated coastline.

The damaged airfield at Sa-
bang Island, just off the northern
tip of Sumatra, was back in opera-
tion with military C-130 trans-
ports from several nations sched-
uled to arrive in the coming days,
said a U.S. Navy spokesman, Lt.
Cmdr. John Bernard.

NBC holds a
star-studded
benefit show

BY DAVID BAUDER
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — With
Norah Jones singing “we’re all
in this thing together,” movie
and music stars contributed
their talents for a hastily ar-
ranged benefit for tsunami vic-
tims televised live on Saturday.

‘The two-hour program aired
on NBC Universal-owned sta-
tions, with all donations going
to the American Red Cross In-
ternational Response Fund.

“We have a choice,” Clint
Eastwood said. “We can either
look away or we can help.”

Actors told stories about the
tsunami, and NBC showed pic-
tures of the effects of the dev-
astating waves and the agony
of children left behind.

Morgan Freeman told of a
60-year-old man in Sri Lanka
who survived for two weeks be-
fore being found by rescuers.

“Miracles do happen,” he
said. “You can be that miracle
also.”

PLO committee urges
militants to end attacks

BY RAVI NESSMAN
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — A top PLO deci-
sion-making body called on Palestinian
militants Sunday to halt attacks against Is-
rael, charging that the violence gives Isra-
el an excuse to carry out military opera-

ons.

The PLO Executive Committee issued
its statement in Ramallah. It followed a mil-
itant attack late Thursday at the Karni
crossing between Gaza and Israel that left
six Israeli civilians dead, setting off Israeli
reprisal raids in Gaza.

After the attacks, Israeli Prime Minister
Sharon cut off contacts with the regime of
Mahmoud Abbas, sworn in Saturday as
Yasser Arafat’s successor as head of the
Palestinian Authority.

A senior Israeli official, speaking on con-
dition of annnymlty, downplayed the Pales-
tinian

On Saturday, the Israeli military
launched a broad raid into Gaza that killed
five Palestinians. Three more Palestinians
were killed in separate incidents.

For their part, militants fired homemade
rockets Saturday at the Israeli town of
Sderot, critically wounding a teenage girl.
Hamas militants fired two more rockets at
Sderot on Sunday. In the last two weeks, at-
tacks in Gaza increased from 40 a week to
100, the military said.

“The army and the security forces have
been instructed to increase operational ac-
tivity to stop terrorism and they will contin-
ue to do so without restrictions — I empha-
size without restrictions — so long as the
Palestinians don’t lift a finger,” Sharon
said. “The operational level has been in-
structed to take any step necessary to stop
the terrorism.”

Senior military officials said on condi-
tion of anonymity that the army was consid-
ering either a major raid into Gaza or sever-

iying the
will be Jjudged by thenr deeds and not their
words

In xts statement, the PLO body called on
militants to “slop all the military action
that might harm our national goals and
give the Israelis an excuse to obstruct Pal-
estinian stability.”

Abbas has spoken out against Palestin-
ian violence but has rejected Israeli de-
mands to confront the militant groups, pre-
ferring to negotiate a truce instead.

On Sunday, Sharon said he had ordered
Israeli forces to intensify efforts to stop Pal-
estinian attacks, adding that the military
would act without restrictions until Pales-
tinian leaders take action against militants
themselves.

al small against militants. The
military prefers the second option, fearing
abroad operation would ruin Abbas’ chanc-
es for success, the officials said.

On Sunday night, a large explosion was
heard in northern Gaza, residents said, but
its cause was not immediately known. The
Israeli military had no comment.

Palestinian  Foreign Minister Nabil
Shaath condemned the threatened military

action.

“At the same time that Abu Mazen says
he will work hard to return to the peace
track, Sharon declares a military escala-
tion,” Shaath said, referring to Abbas by
his other name. “I'm afraid Sharon will say
that Abu Mazen is following Arafat’s path
and so they will not deal with Abu Mazen.”

Palestinian Authority president Mahmoud
Abbas attends a PLO Executive Committee
meeting at the Ramallah, West Bank, head-
quarters of the late Yasser Arafat on Sun-
day. The committee has called on Palestin-
ian militants to “stop all the military action
that might harm our national goals.”

Iran: Tests to
show peaceful
nuke program

BY ALI AKBAR DAREINI
The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran on Sunday said
environmental samples taken this week-
end by U.N. inspectors from a military com-
plex will prove Tehran’s nuclear program
is peaceful.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Hamid
Reza Asefi said inspectors from the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency took sam-
ples from landscaped areas of the huge
Parchin complex, which the United States
alleges may be involved in nuclear weap-
ons research.

“They (inspectors) took some environ-
mental samples from the open space at the
complex and returned (to Vienna). Now,
they have to present the outcome of their
work to the agency,” Asefi told reporters.

“We know what the result will be. Since
we have never done any illegal (nuclear)
activity, definitely the result will prove our
declarations,” the spokesman said.

The TAEA had been pressing Tehran for
months to be allowed to inspect the com-
plex, long used to research, develop and
produce ammunition, missiles and high ex-
plosives.

Iran had said it would allow U.N. nuclear
experts to take environmental samples
from green spaces outside the military
complex’s ammunition production work-
shops but that it wouldn’t allow them to in-
spect military equipment.

Iranian officials also said before the visit
that they would closely watch the inspec-
tors to prevent any possible theft or spying
at the military complex.
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Croatians bhack

BY SNJEZANA VUKIC
The Associated Press

ZAGREB, Croatia — Croatia’s President
Stipe Mesic is being challenged Sunday by
a determined rival, Cabinet minister
Jadranka Kosor, in a runoff election to
chose the president that could lead this
former Yugoslav country to join the Euro-
pean Union.

Mesic, 70, praised by many at home and
abroad for moving the country closer to the
West, missed outright re-election by just
one percentage point, receiving about 49
percent of the votes in the first round on
Jan. 2.

Kosor, 51, the minister in charge of fami-
lies and war veterans, came in second with
20 percent. She has since waged a fervent
campaign that included massive advertise-
‘ments, concerts and bold attacks on Mesic
as she seeks to become Croatia’s first
woman president.

About 4.4 million people — including
400,000 Croats living abroad — were regis-
tered to vote Sunday at about 6,700 polling
stations that opened at 7 am. and were
scheduled to close 12 hours later.

By 11 a.m., just above 15 percent of vot-
ers cast their ballots. In the first round, the
total turnout was low, at about 50 percent.

Since Mesic and Kosor share a similar
political agenda, the choice comes down to
their personalities and political affiliation.

Mesic is backed by the country’s cen-
ter-left opposition, while Kosor comes
from the governing Croatian Democratic
‘Union, which returned to power a year ago
after distancing itself from its nationalist
roots to become a pro-European conserva-
tive group.

PAGE 9

polls for runoff

P

Croatian President Stipe Mesic casts his ballot at a polling station in Zagreb, Croatia, on

Sunday. The Croatians are electing a new president

Mesic is “decisive, consistent and yet
such a nice person — a true leader,” said
Zlatko Najman, 47, a construction techni-
cian, casting his ballot in downtown
Zagreb. His wife, Gorana, 47, added that
Kosor is “just a prolonged hand of her
party.”

But Bruno Cavic, 49, a retired war veter-
an, said he opted for Kosor because, “we
need a change every now and then. Let
new people bring new ideas.”
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this second and final round of voting.

Both Mesic and Kosor are seen as
pro-Western, pledging support for Croat-
ia’s accession to the EU and good relations
with the United States. They pledge to coop-
erate fully with the U.N. war crimes court
— a key condition for Croatia to open EU
membership talks on March 17 to join by
the end of the decade.

Halian railway set for strike

ROME — Railway workers prepared
Sunday to stage a 24-hour strike to
press demands for improved safety mea-
sures following the Jan. 7 head-on crash
between a freight train and a passenger
train on a single track near Bologna that
killed 17. Five of the victims were train
‘workers; the others were passengers.

The strike was scheduled to start at 9

p.m. Sunday, although railway company

a said minimum service wot
be guaranteed during the walkout, espe-
cially during Monday’s morning and
evening rush hours.

Preliminary  investigations have
found that the passenger train failed to
stop at a red signal, but the exact cause
of the crash, including possible human
or mecl error, has still not been
determined.

Ban to lower pollution levels

ROME — People in Rome, Milan and
other Italian cities on Sunday got
around on public transportation, bicy-
cles, on foot and even on horseback as
car traffic was banned for several hours
to lower air-pollution levels.

In Rome and Milan, however, fans
going to the stadiums to watch soccer
games were to be exempted from the
han pmvided they could show a ticket if

red.

In Rome, the ban started at 10 am.,
with Romans and tourists alike taking
advantage of a sunny day and lack of
traffic for walks and bike or horseback
rides. The restriction, originally sched-
uled to last eight hours, eventually was
cut to five hours.

Smaller cities such as Brescia, Berga-
mo and Como also adopted s
bans.

Opinion polls were Mesic to

win, with up to 60 percent.

From The Associated Press
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Security raised at
Saudi holy sites
during pilgrimage

BY ADNAN MALIK

The Associated Press

MINA, Saudi Arabia — The Interior Ministry has mobilized
‘more than 50,000 forces to prepare for the annual hajj, offi-
cials said Saturday, but they warned that terrorists may still
be able to launch attacks.

The forces will safeguard Saudi’s holiest Islamic sites for an
estimated 2 million Muslims who are expected to perform the

to Mecca, a in-a-lifetime duty of all able-bod-
ied Muslims who can afford it to cleanse the soul and wipe
away sin.

Meanwhile, pilgrims streaming into Islam’s holy city for
the hajj, prayed for the more than 157,000 people killed in last
month’s tsunami and earthquake lhal devastated south Asia,
asking God to give survivors the courage to cope.

The tragedy weighed heavy as the spiritual journey geared

up.

Indonesia — the world’s most populous Muslim nation with
220 million people — was hit hardest by the natural disaster,
but 200,000 Indonesians, the country’s quota, still were expect-
ed in Mecca.

“I have lost a friend in the tsunami, and I pray for him and
the souls of all those that have perished,” said Mohamed
Saleh, a S0-year-old teacher from Jakarta. “I pray that God
will mend broken hearts and give them courage to overcome
the grief.”

Saleh spoke Friday as he stood outside the city’s Grand
Mosque and prayed.

Inside the mosque, pilgrims circled the kaaba, a cubic stone
structure toward which Muslims turn for prayers five times a
day. Pilgrims circle the kaaba to start and finish hajj rituals,
which can be stretched over days but peak Wednesday with
prayers on Mount Arafat, where Islam’s founding Prophet
Muhammad delivered his final sermon.

Security was high throughout Mecca, where Saudi officials
try to prevent stampedes or other accidents as well as watch
for possible terror attacks. At checkpoints several miles out-
side the holy city, officers stopped cars randomly, peering
into trunks, looking for explosives and checking IDs.

Interior Mlmstry spokesman Brig. Gen. Mansour al-Turki
said the kingdom, which has been on high alert since a series
of attacks targeted Saudi security forces and foreign interests,
was ready for the hajj and predicted it would go smoothly.

Al-Turki said most of the forces will be deployed to
“high-density areas,” referring to a site in Mina, about six
miles from Mecca, where pilgrims pelt rocks at a stone col-
umn depicting the devil. The site has witnessed several stam-
pedes in previous years resulting in the deaths of hundreds.

Japan marks

More than 6,400 died
when tremblor hit
city of Kobe in 1995

BY JOSEPH COLEMAN
The Associated Press

KOBE, Japan — Cars and trucks
speed over the once-toppled elevat-
ed highways, and the thousands of
collapsed houses have long been re-
built. The ravaged port now features
convention centers and Ferris
wheels. Downtown gleams with new
buildings.

The Japanese city of Kobe on Mon-
day marks the 10th anniversary of
the 7.3-magnitude earthquake that
ripped through its heart Jan. 17,
1995, killing 6,433 people.

While the city has been nearly
completely rebuilt, emotional and
economic scars remain. Polls show
nearly half of Kobe residents feel
their lives have not fully recovered
from the quake, and the memorials
sprinkled around Kobe testify to the
looming importance of the disaster
in the city’s psyche.

The remembrance of the quake
and its victims has been magnified
by the tsunami disaster in the Indian
Ocean. While the scope and human
toll of the tsunami greatly outweighs
what happened in Kobe, residents
here say the recent tragedy has
brought a flood of memories of their
own pain.

Kobe will be in the spotlight again
on Tuesday, when it hosts a U.N. con-
ference on disaster reduction, a
long-planned event that has been re-
tooled in the wake of the Asian disas-
ter to focus on the creation of a tsuna-
mi-warning system in southern Asia.
The conference runs until Saturday.

Monday, January 17, 2005

uake anniversary

A woman holds a candle Sunday in Itami, Japan, before offering a prayer for
the more than 6,400 victims of the 1995 earthquake in the nearby port city
of Kobe as Japanese mark the 10-year anniversary of the deadly quake.

Demonstrating the national im-
pact of the Kobe quake, Emperor Ak-
ihito and Empress Michiko headed
to the port city on Sunday to join in a
series of commemorations. Govern-
ment officials and thousands of oth-
ers were also expected to attend cer-
emonies.

Ahead of the main events, high

school students made 450 snow fig-
ures at a downtown park to symbol-
ize victims on Sunday. People came
through the afternoon and evening
to put candles before snow figures;
many bowed in prayer, some wiping
tears from their eyes.

Monday was to start with a candle-
light vigil at the time the quake hit,
5:46 am.

on Titan. It shows a full 360-degree view around Huygens. The left-hand side, behind Huygens, shows a boundary between light and dark areas.
The white streaks seen near this boundary could be ground “fog,” as they were not immediately visible from higher altitudes.

ESA/NASA/UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA/AP
This composite was produced from images returned Friday by the European Space Agency’s Huygens probe during its successful descent to land

Titan probe records sounds from Saturn moon

BY MELISSA EDDY
The Associated Press

DARMSTADT, Germany — Pictures
snapped by the Titan probe and a low, whoosh-
ing sound picked up by an on-board micro-
phone drew gasps and applause from scien-
tists Saturday, as the mission to Saturn’s
moon
from more than 900 million miles across the
solar system.

Data beamed back from Titan, one of Sat-
urn’s moons, sketched a picture of a pale or-
ange landscape with a spongy surface topped
by a thin crust.

“The closest analogues are wet sand or
clay,” said John Zarnecki, in charge of instru-
ments analyzing Titan’s surface.

Scientists at the European Space Agency
were clearly excited about the success of the
‘mission, which had confirmed some long-held
theories and produced startling surprises.

“I have to say I was blown away by what I
saw,” lead scientist David Southwood said at
the agency’s headquarters in Darmstadt.

“It was an extraordinary experience to look
at some of the stuff.”

A boom mike extended from the 705-pound
Huygens probe has captured a loud, rushing

sound. Mission scientists did not immediately
say what it might mean, but instruments on
the probe have detected winds of about 15
mph.

Titan is the first moon other than Earth’s to
be explored.

Scientists believe its atmosphere may be
similar to that of the primordial Earth and
studying it could provide clues to how life
began on our planet.

Huygens was spun off from the Cassini
mother ship on Dec. 24 before it began its
2V-hour parachute descent on Friday, taking
pictures and sampling the atmosphere before
landing on Titan, where are esti-

Gunbattle in Kuwait

‘UMM AL-HAIMAN, Kuwait —
Police and militants fought a gun-
battle in a small Kuwaiti town
near a U.S. military logistics cen-
ter Saturday, leaving one Saudi
gunman dead and two policemen
wounded, the Interior Ministry
said.

The shootout began Saturday af-
ternoon in Umm al-Haiman, a
sparsely populated residential
area on Kuwait City’s outskirts. A
U.S. military logistics center is in
the neighboring town of Arifjan,
but the base was not believed to
have been the target of the gun-
men described by Kuwaiti offi-
cials as “terrorists.”

China, Taiwan deal

MACAU — China and Taiwan
have struck a deal allowing the
first direct flights between the ri-
vals in five decades — a major
breakthrough that could help re-
duce tensions in one of Asia’s
most dangerous potential flash
points.

The agreement Saturday al-
lows a total of 48 round-trip char-
ter flights to carry Taiwanese
working in China home and back
during the Lunar New Year holi
day next month, Chinese negotia-
tor Pu Zhaozhou told reporters.

mated at 292 degrees below zero.

From The Associated Press
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La. prison journalist
freed after 44 years

Man found guilty of manslaughter in 61 death

BY ADAM NOSSITER
The Associated Press

LAKE CHARLES, La. — An
award-winning black Jjournalist
convicted of murder three times
by all-white juries in the 1961
death of a bank teller was set free
after a racially mixed jury found
him guilty of manslaughter.

Wilbert Rideau, a confessed
killer who gained fame for ex-
posés of harsh Louisiana prison
life, won his release Saturday
after nearly 44 years in state pris-
ons. A manslaughter conviction
allows his release for time
served.

Seven whites and five blacks
deliberated for nearly six hours
before reaching an unanimous de-
cision.

Rideau, 62, showed little emo-
tion as the verdict was an-
nounced late Saturday night. He
left the Calcasieu Correctional
Center with his lawyers, making
only a few passing comments to

reporters.
“Pm still trying to assess it,”
Rideau said. “I’s

um‘eal It's all so

&k 'm still trying

"X small but jubi-

Wilbert Rideau

ing death penalty laws, has had
three previous

President Bush greets the crowd Friday at Florida

Ferguson’s death. The convic-
tions were overturned on appeal.
Two governors turned him
down for pardons, under strong
ressure from citi-

zens here, despite
repeated  board
recommendations

lant crowd of sup- [0 (S8€SS il. It’S  that he be re-
porters cheered leased. In 2000, a
Saturday's deci-  Wnreal Its all federal _ appecls
sion, shouting, court said his ol
“All right, Wil- 0 mew. 9y inal 1961 indict-
bert!” and Wilbert Rideau ment was flawed
“Thank you,  a confessed killer who gained  because  blacks
Lord!” fame for exposés of harsh  Were thexclufieg
On Sunday, Louisiana prison life ~rom the gran

Rideau left Lake
Charles for Baton
Rouge. His supporters were wor-
ried for his safety because of the
depth of feeling against him in
parts of Lake Charles, said Linda
LaBranche, a legal researcher
who worked with the Rideau
Project at Loyola University in
New Orleans and now runs Ride-
au’s Web site.

The case has haunted this lake-
side city near the Texas line for
decades. Rideau’s advocates
have contended that his years in
prison have rehabilitated him.

Rideau was 19 at the time of
Julia Ferguson’s death. He never
denied killing his victim, who
was white. His lawyers contend-
ed he panicked after a botched
bank robbery and stabbed her im-
pulsively amid Louisiana’s 1960s-
era climate of racial hostility.

Rideau, who escaped death
row in the 1970s when the U.S. Su-
preme Court outlawed then-exist-

jury.

In his fourth
trial, Rideau’s defense sought a
manslaughter verdict. Prosecu-
tors wanted the jury to find him
guilty of murder to ensure Ride-
auwould end his days in jail, bar-
ring a pardon.

Shortly before the jury was
handed the case, Rideau’s attor-
ney Julian Murray suggested that
racism had distorted the crime,
keeping local passions inflamed.

“You have to understand that
time, and then it comes togeth-
er,” Murray said. “You think they
would hesitate to exaggerate the
facts of the case, to get the result
they wanted?”

Ferguson’s stabbing on a lonely
rural road on Feb. 16, 1961, was
“aterrible act, a criminal act, one
for which he deserves great pun-
ishment, but not one for which he
deserves to be locked up for the
rest of his life,” Murray said. “He
did a terrible thing, but it wasn’'t
murder.”
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Bush says election win
ratifies his Iraq policy

BY JIM VANDEHEI
AND MICHAEL A. FLETCHER
The Washington Post

‘WASHINGTON — President Bush said the pub-
lic’s decision to re-elect him was a ratification of his
approach toward Iraq and that there was no reason
to hold any administration officials accountable for
mistakes or misjudgments in prewar planning or
managing the violent aftermath.

“We had an accountability moment, and that's
called the 2004 elections,” Bush said in an interview
with The Washington Post. “The American people
listened to different assessments made about what
was taking place in Iraq, and they looked at the two
candidates and chose me.”

With the Iraq elections two weeks away and no
signs of the deadly insurgency abating, Bush set no
timetable for withdrawing U.S. troops and twice de-
clined to endorse Secretary of State Colin Powell’s
recent statement that the number of Americans
serving in Iraq could be reduced by year's end.
Bush said he will not ask Congress to expand the
size of the National Guard or regular Army, as some
lawmakers and military experts propose.

In a wide-ranging, 35-minute interview aboard
Air Force One on Friday, Bush also laid out new de-
tails of his second-term plans for both foreign and
domestic policy. For the first time, Bush said he will
not press senators to pass a Constitutional amend-
ment banning gay marriage, the top priority for
many social conservative groups. And he said he
has no plans to cut benefits for the roughly 40 per-
cent of Social Security recipients who collect month-
ly disability and survivors payments as he prepares
his plan for partial privatization.

With his inauguration just days away, Bush de-
fended the administration’s decision to force the Dis-
trict of Columbia to spend $12 million of its home-
land security budget to provide tighter security for
this week’s festivities. He also warned that the cere-
mony could make the city “an attractive target for
terrorists.”

But it will be Iraq that dominates White House de-
liberations off stage. Over the next few weeks, Bush

will be monitoring closely Iraq’s plan to hold elec-
tions for a 275-member national assembly. He must
deliver his State of the Union address with a mes-
sage of resolve on Iraq, and he will need to seek con-
gressional approval for roughly $100 billion in emer-
gency spending, much of it for the war.

In the interview, the president urged Americans
to show patience in coming months as Iraq moves
slowly toward creating a democratic nation where a
brutal dictatorship once stood. But the relentless op-
timism that dominated Bush’s speeches before the
U.S. election was sometimes replaced by pragma-
tism and caution.

“On a complicated matter such as removing a dic-
tator from power and trying to help achieve democ-
racy, sometimes the unexpected will happen, both
good and bad,” he said. “I am realistic about how
quickly a society that has been dominated by a ty-
rant can become a democracy. ... I am more patient
than some.”

Powell last week said U.S. troops levels could be
reduced this year, but Bush said it is premature to
judge the number of U.S. men and women who will
be needed to defeat the insurgency and plant a new
and sustainable government. He also declined to
pledge to significantly reduce U.S. troop level be-
fore the end of his second term in January 2009.

“The sooner the Iraqis are ... better prepared, bet-
ter equipped to fight, the sooner our troops can start
coming home,” he said. Bush did rule out asking
Congress to increase the size of the National Guard
and regular Army, as many lawmakers, including
the president’s 2004 opponent Sen. John Kerry,
D-Mass., are calling for. “What we’re going to do is
make sure that the missions of the National Guard
and the Reserves closely dovetail with active Army
units, so that the pressure ... is eased.”

A new report released last week by U.S. intelli-
gence agencies warned that the war in Iraq has cre-
ated a new training ground for terrorists. Bush
called the report “somewhat speculative” but ac-
knowledged “this could happen. And I agree. If we
are not diligent and firm, there will be parts of the
world that become pockets for terrorists to find safe
haven and to train. And we have a duty to disrupt
that.”
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Women measure up

After reading the plethora of letters re-
garding the Combat Infantryman Badge
and now the letter “A lighter light infan-
try” (Jan. 9), I just had to say something to
the multitude of people out there who have
too much time on their hands.

‘Who cares about a little badge? If you’re
not infantry, which I am not, you don’t de-
serve it; get over it, ruck up and move out.
Soldiers of all branches die in combat.

1 am a military policeman and many of
you haven’t got a clue what we do in com-
bat. We do the same as, if not more than,
the infantry and with the same equipment
or less, sometimes. Do we get a special
badge? No! I just want to get home to my
wife and kids safely and go on with my
life, and the badge will not make me any
prouder of my service.

As for the letter regarding a female in-
fantry, you need a serious reality check. I
have seen and personally known women
who could most likely tear you apart. I had
one female soldier in particular at Fort
Hood, Texas, who was 6-foot-1 and 205
pounds. I was continually having to tell
her that the MK19 (machine gun) was a
two-man carry because she would throw it
on a shoulder and walk it to the vehicle.
Her response was, “Find me two men.”

1 watched my wife do 75 push-ups, 85
sit-ups, and run 13 minutes, 40 seconds on
her physical training test. 1 know males
‘who can’t even do 60 pushups. I have had
to carry the load of many male soldiers
who just couldn’t hack it anymore.

Thave seen male soldiers use all the ex-
cuses you claim females are using, so you
may want to reconsider, before a female
soldier puts you in check.

Staff Sgt. Steve Grudzinski
Kabul, Afghanistan

Medical community off mark?

The author of “ ‘Morning-after pill’ info
false” (Jan. 10) stated that she considers a
fertilized egg to be a baby human. She
then states that women should be given

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: estripes.osd.mil

that was stillborn one year before I was
born. I believe that I was that baby — just
not yet ready to take the plunge out of my
watery environment.

But there is one concept in which I
agree with the letter writer: it is the wom-
an’s choice — not that of nosy politicians
or ministers or doctors or nurses or rela-
tives or friends or activists — that should
make this_decision about using morn-
ing-after pills or other pregnancy-related
procedures.

Thayne Andersen

SHAPE, Belgium

Troops don’t need detractors

‘When our young American heroes are
fighting some of the most despicable peo-
ple on Earth, and are abused by the Arab
press and Al-Jazeera television over an un-

the “truth” so that pregnant women can
make informed decisions.

At one time the Bible considered those
who “spill their seed” to be killing baby hu-
mans and God took vengeance by killing a
Likewise, women who
shirked their duty to bear as many chil-
dren as possible — using all their
God-given unfertilized eggs right by get-
ting them fertilized — were also commit-
ting sin.

Some American Native cultures did not
name their newly born infants for a period
of time so that they could see if they would
survive before going to that much trouble
to welcome them officially into mortality. I
have heard of other traditions in Alaska
where newly born infants were abruptly
washed in cold ocean water immediately
after birth — feeling that if God meant
them to live, this would harden them,
while the reverse would also become
quickly apparent.

Just maybe, today’s medical community
is far off the mark to consider a zygote that
“implants on the uterus” to be a baby
human.

My mother was pregnant with a child

incident that may or may not
have happened in the middle of one of the
biggest battles of this war on terrorism,
this old veteran has to throw in his two
cents’ worth to support our troops, and es-
pecially the young servicemember in this
uncorroborated mosque incident.

Where was all this Arab anger when our
American brothers were mutilated,
burned and hung from a bridge, or when
our American and coalition brothers were
tortured and beheaded?

Now, after an uncorroborated incident
in a mosque that was being used as a for-
tress and a hide-out for terrorists who
would kill any American they see with a
weapon or a booby trap on their bodies,
others try to show some kind of misdeed
by one of our brave men.

If these wannabe holy men in these
off-limits mosques want to keep them-
selves in one piece, they should quit using
the mosques as headquarters and safe
houses for those who are trying to kill my
American and coalition brothers and sis-

rs. The Iraqi people should wake up be-
fore they’re back to square one with anoth-
er Saddam Hussein. Let our troops alone
to do their job.

David J. Robinson
Florence, N.J.

Prince gaffe shows lack of historical memory

Dallas Morning News

Harry Windsor, third in line to the Brit-
ish throne, is — how to put this with due
charity? — a royal nitwit.

Unless you're an extra on a World War
II movie set, it is never right to wear a
Nazi armband in public, as the prince did
at a recent costume party. He is presum-
ably not a Nazi sympathizer and must
have thought it merely amusing to sport
Hitlerian regalia. Earth to Prince Harry:
Unless you're Mel Brooks, Nazism is not a
joking matter.

Harry’s only 20 years old, some defend-
ers say, and therefore prone to immatu-
rity. Nice try, but that won’t do.

Back in the 1940s, Englishmen younger
than Prince Harry were fighting and

Dooneshury

dying to save Great Britain from the swas-
tika. They didn’t sacrifice their lives so
that a prince of lhe realm could swan
around as swastika-clad
life-of-a-posh-party.

Why should Americans care? Because
this shameful incident speaks to the impor-
tance of keeping historical memory alive
in a culture. An official at Israel's Holo-
caust memorial said, “When a British
prince wears the uniform of a Nazi soldier
at a party, it indicates that the lessons of
the Holocaust have not really entered
deeply wnhm his understanding and con-
sciousness.”

Exactly. It is hard to imagine that any de-
cent person, having truly confronted the
enormity and meaning of Nazi evil, would
associate himself with it in any way. More

commonly, one sees kitschy expressions
of the communist hammer-and-sickle in
popular culture — something unthinkable
if people understood the blood-soaked cru-
elty of communism.

On a less grand scale, incidents in which
public figures such as Al Lipscomb casual-
ly invoke Hitler or fraternity boys mas-
querade in blackface are a sure sign that
they either have no clue about the histori-
cal weight and hateful resonance of these
gestures — or worse, that they know exact-
ly what they're doing and don'’t care.

This kind of thing is unacceptable, and
not just because it gives offense to some.
Philosopher George Santayana taught us
the greater danger from losing our Sense
of outrage at evil symbols such as the swas-
tika: “Those who cannot remember the
past are condemned to repeat it.”

'Y GARRY TRUDEAU
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Long march to justice in Philadelphia,

PHILADELPHIA, Miss.
“A reputed Ku Klux Klansman was ar-
rested late Thursday on murder charges in
the 1964 killing of three voter-registration
volunteers ... a case that is one of the last
pieces of unﬁnmhed business from the
civil nghts era.”

— Associated Press, Jan. 6, 2005.
very time I see Philadelphia,
Miss., in the news, I think of the
cottonmouth moccasin in an ice
chest used by journalists covering
civil-rights marches during some of the ugli-
est days of our nation’s
history. The moccasin,
1 soon discovered, was
not nearly as poison-
ous or deadly as the
local Klansmen who
terrorized and mur-
dered civil-rights work-
ers, sometimes in collu-
sion with local law-en-

forcement officers.
Local racists put the
snake in the chest
when reporters and
photographers stopped
for ice at a country
store just outside Philadelphia, the seat of
Neshoba County. After that, I decided it was
better to drink a warm Coke than to open an
ice chest. As a young intern reporter for
Newsweek magazine, I found myself in Phil-
adelphia almost two years after the 1964
murder of three civil-rights workers whose
bodies were buried in an earthen dam. The
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. led a ragged
but brave column of marchers to Philadel-
phia’s town square for a rally. As local
whites, held back by state police, hurled ra-
cial epithets and rocks and bottles into the

Philip Gailey

crowd of civil- nghls activists, King raised
s powerful voice and said he could sense

the presence of the murderers of the three

civil-rights workers in the square.

A voice rang out from behind the police
lines. “We're right over here,” someone
shouted, as the white hecklers laughed and
hooted.

I had not a doubt that the killers were in
voice range. And I had no reason to believe
then that the murderers of James Chaney, a
21-year-old black Mississippian, and two
white New Yorkers, Andrew Goodman, 20,
and Michael Schwerner, 24, would ever be
brought to justice for a hateful crime that
outraged the nation.

In 1967, the U.S. Justice Department
brought civil-rights prosecutions against 18
suspects, including reputed Klansman
Edgar Ray Killen, Neshoba County Sheriff
Lawrence Rainey and Deputy Cecil Price,
after Mississippi officials showed little inter-
est in seeking murder indictments in the
case. Seven were convicted and sentenced to
prison terms from three to 10 years. None
served more than six years. Killen escaped
conviction by an 11-to-1 jury deadlock. The
holdout was a woman who said she could
never convict a preacher of the Gospel,
which Killen claimed to be.

In 1999, the Mississippi attorney general,
after an investigation by the Clarion-Ledger
newspaper in Jackson, broke new ground in
the case. This month, Killen, now 79, was ar-
rested and charged with the murder of
Chaney, Goodman and Schwerner. Other ar-
rests could follow, but justice can never be
fully served as long as even one of the killers
goes free.

For 41 years, the men who beat and shot
the three civil-rights workers have gotten on
with their small, twisted lives. They raised

Edgar Ray Killen — shown leaving Neshoba
County Jail in Philadelphia, Miss., Jan. 12,
on bond — is charged with murdering three
civil-rights workers in 1964. The reputed
Klansman is to stand trial on March 28.

families and went to church. Some, no
doubt, already have gone to their graves,
and those still living have become old men.

You have to wonder what it must feel like
to come to the end of life burdened by an evil
secret that ultimately will be judged, if not in
this world, in the next. ...

Not surprisingly, some Mississippians
were quoted in news reports as saying they

Miss.

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. — shown
after delivering his “I Have a Dream” speech
in Washington in 1963 — told fellow
marchers in 1964 in Philadelphia, Miss.,
that he sensed the presence of murderers.

see no point in reopening the case after all
these years, that nothing good can come
from it. But as usual, John Lewis, the Geor-
gia congressman and civil-rights hero, said
it best: “It is never, ever too late to bring
about justice and send the strongest possible
message that bigotry and hate will not be tol-
erated in our society.”

Philip Gailey is editor of editorials

of the St. Petersburg (Fla.) Times.

‘Pilot error’ explanation leaves full story in its wake

BY PETER GARRISON

ver heard of Sten Molin? He was

the pilot whose overaggressive use

of the rudder pedals of an Ameri-

can Airlines Airbus brought the
airplane down on Long Island late in 2001
with the loss of 265 lives.

His name was in all the papers. The Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board said it
was his fault.

Close reading of the NTSB report, re-
leased late last month, reveals, however,
that Molin was merely a convenient fall guy,
The real cause of the accident was a conspir-
acy of ignorance persistently tolerated by
the Federal Aviation Administration, the air-
lines and the airplane manufacturers. The
pilot was the last link in a chain of causes
that made him as much the innocent victim
as anyone else who died in that airplane.

Molin, whom colleagues described as a
smooth, accurate and above-average pilot,
was just doing what he had been trained to
do, and under circumstances in which he
and all other pilots believed that nothing
they did could possibly hurt the airplane.
That a few not-very-hard kicks on the Air-
bus’ unusually sensitive rudder pedals could
actually break the vertical fin off the plane,
dooming it to certain loss of control, was a
fact that only some aeronautical engineers,
and a few oddly reticent bureaucrats at the
FAA, understood.

Federal aviation regulations prescribe the
strength of every part of an airplane. Some
requirements are based on turbulence, oth-
ers on maneuvers that the pilot can perform.
Because the strains that maneuvers impose
on an airplane increase as the plane’s speed
increases, engineers select a certain speed,
called the maneuvering speed, as an upper

boundary. Before the Airbus accident, near-
ly all pilots believed that as long as an air-
plane was flying at or below the maneuver-
ing speed, nothing they could do would
break it.

That belief was universal in part because
it was so logical. After all, what would be the
point of publishing a “maneuvering speed”
if it were not a safe speed for maneuvering?
Besides, the FAA explicitly supported it.
The government’s own Pilot’s Handbook of
Aeronautical Knowledge says “any combina-
tion of flight control usage (below the maneu-
vering speed), including full deflection of
the controls ... should not create an exces-
sive air load.”

Airlines and manufacturers had devel-
oped training curricula designed to encour-
age pilots, who normally fly with a velvet

touch to keep passengers comfortable, to use
all the controls uninhibitedly in certain
emergencies. Sometime before the Airbus
crash, when an instructor pilot asked Molin
why he had used the rudder so vigorously

when it's “yawed” — that is, pointed a few
degrees to one side or the other. The effect
of alternating rudder inputs is just that — to
yaw the airplane. Yet no pilot’s handbook, no
simulalor curriculum and no FAA publica-

the possible di

during a simulated wake
ter Molm had cited an American Airlines
pil program that

couraged doing so.

Molin’s Airbus was below the maneuver-
ing speed when it broke apart. Its fin came
off because he stepped on the rudder pedals
alternately, in quick succession, in an at-
tempt to steady the aircraft after it had been
jolted by the wake of another airliner.
Strangely, federal regulations require the
vertical fin to be strong enough to withstand
full deflection of the rudder — the movable
rear portion of the surface — only when the
airplane is flying straight ahead, but not

es before the Airbus crash.

Neither the regulations nor the airplanes
have changed, nor will they, but there’s been
a good deal of verbal backing and filling in
the three years since the accident. Hand-
books and curricula have been revised, arti-
cles have been written and bulletins have
been circulated to pilots pointing out the lim-
ited protection provided by the maneuver-
ing speed. Too late for Sten Molin, though,
and for his fellow victims of a pervasive and

Peter Garrison writes a monthly accident analysis
column for Flying magazine. This column first
appeared in the Los Angeles Times.
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MLK’s widow reflects on hushand’s legacy

BY ERRIN HAINES
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Sitting in the same spot
where her husband preached equality
more than four decades ago, Coretta Scoft
King said Saturday that Martin Luther
King Jr.’s message is as relevant today as
it was in the 1960s.

“It’s as if he were writing for this peri-
od,” King said in a rare public appearance
on what would have been her husband’s
76th birthday. “Nonviolence would work
today, it would work 2,000 years from
now, it would work 5,000 years from now.

“If Martin’s philosophy had been lived
out in Iraq, we wouldn’t have bin Laden,”
she said.

King reminisced about her life with —
and without — the slain civil rights leader
in an appearance at Ebenezer Baptist
Church.

Hundreds of people filled the pews and
stood in the aisles to hear her speak in the
same church where Martin Luther King
Jr. was preacher from 1960 until his death
in 1968 at age 39.

“I have many, many memories of being
in this sanctuary,” King said in a presenta-
tion in the form of an interview with PBS
talk show host Tavis Smiley.

King’s appearance was part of the 12th
annual Hands on Atlanta Martin Luther

King Jr. Service Summit. The event contin-
ues through Monday.

Dressed in a red suit and wearing her
signature coif, King said her husband’s
“moral voice” is missing from American
society but she is committed to spreading
his teachings — a task she said she em-
braced during her marriage.

“As we were thrust into the cause, it was
my cause, t00,” she . “I married the
man and the cause. I realized 1, too, could
be killed.”

King said she helped her husband
through times of disappointment when he
grew weary of his fight for equality, add-
ing that he was frequently depressed
when people would riot.

“I would tell him, ‘You’re the only one
who’s making any sense right now,’ ” she
said. “I tried to think of positive, uplifting
and true things to say.”

After King’s death, the King Center, a
memorial and resource center honoring
him, became Coretta Scott King’s legacy
and vision, along with raising her children.

'hen he died, I knew I didn’t have hls
abilities and sk!lls but I have my own,”
she said.

Marni Rogers, 34, said attending the
event was an inspirational and educational
experience.

“To see her in Ebenezer being inter-
viewed was a historical moment, very mov-
ing,” she said.

King’s son
seeks to share
father’s work
with the world

BY LOUISE CHU

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Martin Luther
King IIT has devoted most of his
life to carrying on his father’s
work, and he took another step
when he signed on to lead an or-
ganization founded to keep the
civil rights leader’s legacy alive.

One year after leaving the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference amid internal con-
flicts and doubts about its future,
King says he feels “at home” lead-
ing the King Center for Nonvio-
lent Social Change, and is work-
ing on bringing his late father’s
message to a world audience.

“To take over as the president
was a great honor and gave me a
great opportunity to look at the
work from a global "

Martin Luther King |

once at the forefront of the move-
ment, was plagued with infight-
ing, and its board often clashed
with King. He was suspended
from the SCLC presidency for
seven days in 2001 after the
board complained that he was in-
effective and mostly absent.

King attributed many of the
problems to “generational is-
sues” between older members
who disagreed with younger
members’ attempts to redefine
the group in a changing political
landscape.

King told The iated Press
in an interview Friday. “SCLC
was more regional and national;
the center’s work is global.”

The King Center was founded
in 1968 to carry on the legacy of
the slain civil rights figure, who
led the charge toward equality
for blacks during the 1950s and
*60s using principles of nonvio-
lence. Last year, Martin Luther
King III’s younger brother, Dex-
ter Scott King, resigned as presi-
dent and chief executive of the or-
ganization to pursue media and
entertainment opportunities in
California.

Meanwhile, the eldest King
child left his position as president
of the SCLC, the activist organiza-
tion his father co-founded and
led before his death. The group,

only in
the past year, as the SCLC went
through  several leadership
changes before it chose its cur-
rent president, former Alabama
state Sen. Charles Steele Jr., in
November.

“The SCLC is going to be fine,
but it’s going to take some time to
rebuild,” King said. “Organiza-
tions every now and then must
have a leadership change as well
as board changes, and I think the
organization is trying to do that
right now — address its own inter-
nal issues.”

King looks forward to working
with the SCLC again one day, add-
ing that “it’s still very much need-
ed as an activist organization.”

Since taking over as head of
the King Center in January 2004,

“Z
Martin Luther King Jr.

King said he’s been working to
broaden the reach of his father’s
teachings, such as reviving educa-
tional seminars on nonviolence
around the world and developing
an online learning database.

“I would like to see more and
more people embrace the mes-
sage of Martin Luther King Jr.,”
he said. “It’s easier with technolo-
gy than it was in the past because
you don’t have to go everywhere
now.”

One of the center’s biggest vic-
tories was the establishment in
1986 of the King national holiday,
which is celebrated on the third
Monday of January. The center
since has led the nation’s com-
memoration of the holiday, to be
celebrated January 17 this year,
by promoting it as a day of reflec-
tion and volunteerism.

Over the past decade, the cen-
ter worked to build up its infra-
structure and modernize its tech-
nology under Dexter King, and
ready to start presenting initia
tives for the public, King said.

The center hopes to unveil the
new programs by the end of the
year.

“If we could train a million peo-
ple in Kingian nonviolence, then
that, to me, would be an effective
and successful time that I'm
here,” he said.

AP

Tavis Smiley, right, host of The Tavis Smiley Show, talks with Coretta Scott King, widow
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. The show was taped
before a live audience Saturday.

Wealth gap a vital
issue for civil rights

BY DEEPTI HAJELA
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Shawn Bald-
win, who had recently started his
own brokerage and asset manag
ment firm, was in a tough spot:
He needed clients to build a track
record as an underwriter but, like
many young black professionals
in the financial sector, experience
and education wasn’t enough. He
needed contacts and access to top
decision-makers.

Baldwin, 38, got his break in
2002 through the Rev. Jesse Jack-
son, who introduced him to execu-
tives at Citibank. He soon got his
first underwriting contract and le-
veraged it into two others.

He projects his Chicago-based
company will do 40 deals in the
first half of 2005 alone.

For many minorities, access to
capital remains elusive. Forty
years after the passage of the
1965 Voting Rights Act, decades
after the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. brought economic dispar-
ity to wide attention, economic
equality is the paramount civil
rights issue, advocates say.

Fewer blacks than whites own
their houses, get fair loans, invest
in the stock market, sit on corpo-
rate boards or have any real con-
trol over much of the trillions of
dollars flowing in mutual funds,
pension plans and the markets.

“Very real gains have been
made on some parts of the eco-
nomic front and the education
front and most particularly on the
job front,” said Thomas Shapiro,
professor at the Heller School for
Social Policy and Management at
Brandeis University. “(But) those
gains are being reversed through
widening racial wealth gaps.”

Wealth is different from the
money in your paycheck. It's your
investments in stocks and mutual
funds and pension plans and
401(k)s, the equity you’'ve gained
from paying the mortgage on
your home, assets you can use to
pay for education, fund your re-
tirement, or leave an inheritance
to help future generations.

And wealth has been very diffi-
cult for blacks as a group to accu-
mulate. There are historical rea-
sons — slavery, laws that kept
them from education, housing
and good jobs — as well as persis-
tent discrimination in getting
mortgages, business and other
loans.

“The biggest problem is that
we’ve been choked off to a large
degree from capital,” Baldwin
said.

In 1999, during a boom econo-
my, bhaplm said, black mid-

dle-class families on average had
one-fourth of the wealth of simi-
larly educated, similarly em-
ployed white middle-class fami-
lies. The disparity was even stark-
er across all income groups —
black families as a whole had
only 10 cents in wealth for every
dollar white families had, accord-
ing to government figures.

Blacks lag in stock market in-
vestments, as well. In 1998, 57
percent of blacks making at least
$50,000 invested, compared to 81
percent of whites, said Mellody
Hobson, president of Ariel Capi-
tal Management, a minori-
ty-owned firm in Chicago. During
the stock market boom, the per-
centage of black investors shot up
(74 percent in 2002) but had
dropped to 64 percent by 2003.
Meanwhile, white investment
stayed roughly the same.
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Warning signs mark the boundary of The Canyons ski resort outside Park City, Utah. Five people who went
beyond the barriers are missing following Friday’s avalanche.

Rescuers find body of one
missing in Utah avalanche

The Associated Press

PARK CITY, Utah — Rescuers
and trained dogs discovered a
body Sunday of one of the five
people feared buried by a mas-
sive avalanche.

Katie Eldridge, spokeswoman
for The Canyons ski resort, near

forced down the mountain by Fri-
day’s slide — up to 30 feet deep at
some points — forced authorities
to count the potential victims by
matching eyewitness accounts of
the avalanche to a list of skiers
thought to be in the area at the
time.

One person was identified as

aid a
ence was bemg scheduled to an-
nounce the details.

More than 150 rescue workers
and trained dogs began scaling
Utah's treacherous backcountry
at sunrise Sunday to resume the
search. The amount of snow

having been by the ava-
lanche: Shane Maixner, 28, of
Sandpoint, Idaho, whose friend
told a 911 dispatcher that he saw
Maixner buried by the slide, Sum-
mit County Sheriff Dave Ed-
munds said.

Rescue workers spent all day

Saturday digging through the
massive snow pile but found no
traces of any of the missing. If
Sunday’s second sweep of the de-
bris field failed to find anything,
authorities planned to bring in
‘machines to take away layers of
snow, Edmunds said.

“It’s been quite awhile now but
if anybody can survive Shane
can,” Maixner’s stepmother,
Linda Maixner, said Sunday from
her home in Blsmarck N.D.

Those feared buried were in an
out-of-bounds area near The Can-
yons resort that had been marked
with skull and crossbones warn-
ing signs.

3 missing after crab hoat sinks

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — A crab boat with six
crew members sank in the Bering Sea, killing at
least one, and the Coast Guard was searching for
three aboard who were still missing.

The Coast Guard and Alaska State Troopers said
three crewmen were recovered: One survived, one
died and the condition of the third man, who re-
mained aboard a trooper vessel, was not immediately
known, said Coast Guard spokeswoman Gail Sinner.

The Coast Guard received an “emergency posi-
tion-indicating radio beacon” Saturday morning
from the Big Valley, a crab boat out of Kodiak.

A Coast Guard helicopter picked up two crew-
men: one from the water and one from a life raft.

The man in the water died but the man in the raft

trooper vessel.

was “doing well” at a St. Paul Island hospital, Sinner
said. A third man was pulled from the water by the

From The Associated Press
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Biological mom takes
custody of boy in latest
chapter of Fla. dispute

BY RON WORD

The Associated Press

ATLANTIC BEACH, Fla. — The
woman who raised a 3'2-year-old
boy at the center of a custody dis-
pute tearfully handed the boy to
his biological mother on Saturday,
then dropped to the ground and re-
peatedly screamed: “How can they
do this to a little boy?”

Evan, bundled in a blue jacket
and sucking on a pacifier, was car-
ried outside by Dawn Scott, who
along with her husband, Gene,
cared for the child for most of his
life. The couple had appealed a
judge’s ruling transferring custo-
dy to the biological mother, Aman-
da Hopkins.

News crews gathered around
the Scotts’ home Saturday morn-
ing in anticipation of the meeting,
and the child’s biological father
and grandfather pushed a TV
cameraman out of the way during
the transfer.

Evan, who could be heard wail-
ing inside the home, appeared
calm after he was placed in a car
seat in a van driven by Hopkins’
husband, Michael. Amanda Hop-
kins scolded photographers tak-
ing pictures of the child: “Leave
him alone. He’s just a little boy.”

Gene Scott called it a “very
emotional, traumatic situation”
and said the family would contin-
ue their legal fight.

The Scotts had appealed Friday
to the 1st District Court of Appeal
in Tallahassee, asking the court to
let them keep ‘the child. But their
attorney, Susan Pniewski, said
the court never acted.

The case began about 32 years
ago when the childless Scotts met
Hopkins, who was pregnant. She
agreed to a private adoption, ac-
cording to court files.

The Scotts watched Evan’s
birth in May 2001, and he was
placed with them two days later.

The adoption was supposed to
be final in August 2001. But a
month before that, the boy’s bio-
logical father, Stephen White,
filed a motion demanding custo-
dy. The Scotts claimed White
should not be able to block the
adoption, but a judge disagreed.

Hopkins — who lives in Illinois
with her infant daughter and hus-
band Michael, a member of the
U.S. Navy — supported the adop-
tion until it appeared the court
might grant White’s request for
custody. Late last month, she was
awarded custody and White was
given liberal visitation rights.

Dawn Scott carries Evan to a waiting van, as his biological mother,
Amanda Hopkins, right, looks on Saturday in Atlantic Beach, Fla.
Scott, who raised the 3'2-year-old boy at the center of a custody
dispute, tearfully handed the boy to his biological mother on Saturday.

La. governor to pardon civil
rights activist in honor of King

The Associated Press

BATON ROUGE, La. — A
woman arrested while trying to in-
tegrate a public swimming pool in
1963 will be the first person par-
doned by Gov. Kathleen Blanco.

Blanco said she will grant the
pardon for Betty Claiborne, 62, on
Monday as part of ceremonies
honoring the Rev. Martin Luther

ing Jr.

“[ thought that it would speak
to the way Louis has
changed, and it also speaks to cer-
tain injustices of the past,” Blanco
said Friday.

Claiborne, then a 20-year-old
college student, was arrested
with four others on July 23, 1963,

at the City Park pool, a social hub
for the white community.

Claiborne, who is black, was
charged with simple battery, dis-
turbing the peace and resisting ar-
rest and taken to jail.

“We knew we weren’t supposed
to be there,” she said. “We went
prepared o go to jail, which is
why I never understood why they
charged us with resisting arrest.”

Claiborne was convicted of sim-
ple battery, a misdemeanor.

Claiborne, a chaplain at East
Baton Rouge Parish Prison, told
The Advocate of Baton Rouge
that she wanted to remove the
conviction from her record be-
cause it was preventing her from
receiving a degree in theology.
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Dogfight trial

PITTSBURGH — A

man who mailed pit
bull fight videotapes to gov-
ernment investigators is the
first person to stand trial
under a 1999 federal animal
cruelty statute signed by
President Clinton.

The lawyer for Robert
Stevens, 61, of Pittsville,
Va., doesn’t dispute
that Stevens sold the
tapes, some of which he nar-
rates.

Instead, federal pubhc defender
Michael Novaro said
Stevens’ trial that his Cllenl
shouldn’t be targeted because the
intent of the law was to prevent
“wanton cruelty to animals de-
signed to appeal to a prurient inter-
est in sex.” Clinton signed the law
after complaints about videos in
which small animals were pic-
tured being crushed under the feet
of women wearing spiked heels.

Gas explosion at mall

CHICAGO — A natural gas
explosion overturned cars
and blasted a hole in a parking lot

voted 10-to-1 against
the district’s final
offer, with one absten-
tion. If union members
agree with the board,
J they will go on strike
despite a state law forbid-
ding a walkout.
Union and district negoti-

ators have been meeting
L wlth a federal mediator to try

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

we will fight it,” said Mark Alex-
ander Palmer, who has relatives
buried at Elmwood. “This flag rep-
resents what these men fought and
died under. It represents their be-
liefs. They have the right to have it
flown over their headstones.”

Drill sergeant sentenced

FORT STILL — A drill ser-
geant was convicted of tak-
ing bribes from trainees under his
in which soldiers could

at a shopping mall on the city’s
side, ities said.

Ten people were hurt.

‘The cause of the explosion at the
Ford City Mall was unknown, au-
thorities said. Utility crews were
on the scene to shut down gas ser-
vice to the area. Ambulances and
other emergency crews also re-
sponded.

Three of the injured were taken
to the hospital in serious condition,
while the others were in fair or
good condition, Chicago Fire De-
partment spokeswoman Rosa Es-
careno said.

Halfway house shooting

BALTIMORE — At least

ne gunman entered a half-

way house, shot to death three resi-

dents and seriously wounded a

fourth man, who escaped by appar-

ently jumping out a window, police
said.

Investigators believe one of the
victims might have been killed
over a debt. The others may have
been shot because they were wit-
nesses, police said.

The three men who died in the
shootings lived at the home, which
serves people recovering from
drug or alcohol addiction. Each
was shot at least once and was
found in a seated position.

The fourth man had a gunshot
‘wound to his back and other inju-
ries. Their identities were not re-
leased. Police were still searching
for suspects.

Rebel flags over graves

CHARLOTTE — A Confed-

erate battle flag flying over
the graves of Civil War soldiers in
a city-owned cemetery should be
placed in a glass case and flown
only on designated days, according
to draft recommendations from a
city committee.

‘The group also suggested replac-
ing the battle flag at Elmwood Cem-
etery with another Confederate
flag, such as the N.C. State Flag of
1861

buy “i to they
would pass basic training.

Sgt. 1st Class Larry T. Jones, 35,
was given a five-year prison sen-
tence following his conviction on
nine charges and 18 specifications
that included bribery, assault, con-
spiracy and making false state-
ments to investigators.

Teacher strike possible

ST. LOUIS — A union

board representing St.

Louis teachers voted to reject a dis-

trict contract proposal, bringing
the possibility of a walkout.

The executive board of the St.

Louis Teachers and School Relat-

ed Personnel Union Local 420

Young re-enactor

Adam Botts, 7, of Iman, S.C., plays
with Randon Thomas, 8, of
Gaffney, S.! c., at Battle of prens

The Charlotte City Council still
must approve the

tions, but flag supporters oppose
what they've heard so far.

224th
The fathers of hoth boys are in the
South Carolina Rangers

“If this is their

group.

to avert what would be the
fourth strike in the state’s larg-
est school district since 1973.

Russian mob heist?

7 NEW YORK — A gang of

armed robbers from the
former Soviet Union took in more
than $1 million from heists includ-
ing the robbery of a Manhattan jew-
elry store, according to court docu-
ments.

The gang is accused of storming
into the store in July, brandishing
guns, smashing glass and taking
about $1 million in jewelry, accord-
ing to an FBI complaint.

FBI agents said they matched
DNA from blood left at the scene to
a profile of Gidon Abramov, whom
they called a ranking Russian
Mafia member and leader of the
robbers. His car was ticketed near
the jewelry store on the day of the
robbery, the complaint said.

Abramov was arrested last
‘month. His attorney did not imme-
diately return a phone call seeking
comment.

Fewer turkeys raised

MORGANTOWN — West
Virginia farmers raised 1.1
million fewer turkeys for the din-
ner table in 2004 than the year be-
fore, but the launch of a new inter-
state cooperative in Hinton, Va.,
should help stem the decline.
West Virginia growers raised 3.2
million turkeys last year, down 26
percent from 4.3 million in 2003,
according to the state Department
of Agriculture. The drop was in
‘marked contrast to nationwide pro-
duction, which was down only 4
percent, from 274 million birds in
2003 to about 264 million last year.
But agriculture  spokesman
Buddy Davidson said the decline
in West Virginia is not a long-term
trend, and growers could see gains
this year.

Police officer convicted

DETROIT — A federal jury

convicted a police officer of
stealing illegal drugs and distribut-
ing them to people who agreed to
be shown using them on his com-
mercial Web site, the U.S. Attor-
ney’s office said.

The jury convicted Ceiere Camp-
bell, 31, of distributing crack co-
caine and heroin and conspiracy to
distribute them. Both charges
carry maximum sentences of 20
years in prison.

Prosecutors said Campbell stole
the drugs from Detroit police raids
that occurred between June 2002
and May 2003, when a relative of
Campbell’s notified police.

Agents raided Campbell’s home
and found drugs and drug para-
phernalia, a stolen handgun and
waivers the drug users signed to
permit footage of them to be used
on the Internet.

Campbell has been suspended
without pay since his arrest. Police
spokesman James Tate said Camp-
bell will be removed from the
force based on his conviction.

‘I'yler Smith skim boards across a puddle at
pi State University in Starkville,

Puddle surfing

i it Kristie Arend of Louisvile, Colo.,
Frigid determination fiie e urey e park d

the first full day of the 10th annual Ouray Ice Festival in Ouray, Colo.




es - Mideast Edition -January17, 2005

PAGE 17

Retro hot dogs

existed from 1949 to 1986 in the San Francisco Bay area.

f

lass act

St. Thomas School students, front from left, Karli
Dockendorf, Madeline Mockler, Amanda Ricke, Marisa
Eimers and Katlyn Neises take advantage of the gentle snowfall to catch
some snowflakes on their tongues in Madison, S.D.

parked outside an art gallery and wine bar for an exhibit opening in San
Francisco. The characters were once the figureheads atop the two dozen Doggie Di

iner hot dog stands that

Tax excitement

Drew Batson, of Liberty Tax
Service, drums up business
outside the company’s office
in Kansas City, Kan.

Colorful sunset a solitary windmill stands against a biazing sunrise 50 miles north of Roswell, N.M.

Child molester freed

DALLAS — A former

'YMCA camp counselor con-
victed of molesting 40 children and
later castrated voluntarily was set
to be freed from jail after a judge
threw out the newest indictments
against him.

District Judge John Nelms ruled
that a prosecutor’s delay in moving
the charges through the courts
harmed the chances of a fair trial
for David Wayne Jones, who plead-
ed guilty in 1991 in exchange for
15 years in prison.

The newest charges involved
abuse that allegedly occurred in
the early 1990s. Prosecutors
brought the charges after the
judge dismissed a similar charge,
also because prosecutors waited
too long to pursue it.

Prosecutors said they will ap-
peal.

Electric cow power

VT MONTPELIER —  The

1,500 cows at Blue Spruce

Farm in Bridport are producing

more than just milk. They’re gener-
ating electricity.

The methane gas from their ma-
nure is being used to produce elec-
tricity for Vermont's largest utility.

The manure is heated up and
then produces methane gas as it
breaks down. The gas is collected
and used to power a generator,
which sends electricity onto the
power grid.

So far about 1,000 customers
have signed on to pay about 4
cents more per kilowatt-hour for
their electricity to support the
farmers. Residential households
pay about 12 cents per kilo-
watt-hour normally.

Fatal car wreck

RICHMOND — A car trav-

eling at a high rate of speed
hit a tree and broke into two pieces
in Chesterfield County, killing all
three people inside, police said.

“The force of the impact was
phenomenal,” Chesterfield Police
Capt. Karl Leonard said, adding
that the car hit a tree in the medi-
an, throwing all three people from
the vehicle.

The victims, all from suburban
Richmond, were identified by po-
lice as Brandon L. Fugett, 22; Paul
D. Hines, 23; and Brett K. Jones
Jr, 23.

Woman hit by car

LINCOLN — A driver

clipped a pregnant woman
and crashed into a Salvation Army
Family Store and Donation Center
after her foot slipped off the brake
of her car, police say.

The 69-year-old woman’s vehi-
cle rammed through the concrete
and glass, hitting Carrie Harris,
26, who is 5 months pregnant. Har-
ris was treated for cuts on her
elbow and a leg injury.

Student withdraws suit

JOPLIN — A student

barred from wearing a gay
pride-themed T-shirt at his south-
west Missouri high school with-
drew his federal lawsuit against
the Webb City school district.

The controversy involving Brad
Mathewson’s choice of clothing —
including a shirt that said “I'm gay
and I’'m proud” — deflated with his
withdrawal from Webb City High
School last month.

“The issue was moot,” said
Terry Sexton, an attorney for
Mathewson.

Mathewson had several confron-
tations with school officials in the
fall. He was suspended Oct. 27 but
returned to school Nov. 2 after
promising not to wear gay-themed
T-shirts until the issue could be re-
solved.

The school district has said it
prohibited the T-shirts because
they were disruptive and therefore
a violation of school dress code.

School cell phone bhan

WRENTHAM — Along
with chewing gum and
notes in class, cell phones have
been banned in Wrentham’s two el-
ementary schools, adding the town
to a growing number of school sys-
tems that have cracked down on
cell phone use.
Phones in class mainly has been
a problem in high schools around
the state, which typically ban use
in class, but let students carry
them. In Wrentham, teachers
heard cell phones ringing in fifth-
and sixth-grade classrooms for the
first time before winter break,
‘prompting the ban.

Naked jogger zapped

WEST MEMPHIS — For

months, officers have been
getting reports about a man mak-
ing late-night runs in the buff. Po-
lice said they think they got their
mystery jogger.

Fate Patterson, 39, of West Mem-
phis, was arrested after he ran past
apolice car and failed to stop when
he was ordered to do so by officers.
Police chased him and were able
to rein him in by using a Taser.

Patterson was charged with inde-
cent exposure, fleeing and resist-
ing arrest.

Mike Allen, assistant chief of the
‘West Memphis police department,
said that it did not initially appear
that the man was mentally ill. He
did not disclose his reasons for run-
ning without his clothes.

What a catch!

FLORENCE — Gary Gal-

lien is a house painter. But
earlier this week he became a dog
catcher — literally.

Working with a crew at an apart-
ment complex in Florence, Gallien
caught a small dog as it fell from a
fifth-floor balcony.

Gallien said he had stepped out-
side the building when he heard a
woman scream and saw a white,
furry object falling toward him.

“Somebody hollered and I
looked up and just stuck out my
arms and caught it,” he said. “T
caught it like a football. I was fix-
ing to run for a touchdown with it.”

Gallien said he did not know
where the dog came from, but he
took it back to the fifth floor and
turned it loose in the hall.

Suicide rates addressed

FAIRBANKS — Auditors

are recommending that the
Statewide Suicide Prevention
Council created in 2001 to address
Alaska’s high suicide rate should
continue its work through 2009 in-
stead of ending its work in June.
Alaska’s suicide rate consistently
ranks as one of the highest in the
United States. In 2004, there were
more than 150 documented sui-
cides in the state, the highest ever.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Love regains custody of daughter

Singer Courtney Love has regained fullcustody of her
11-year-old daughter, her attorney sai

Love, 40, lost custody of Frances
Bean Cobain, her daughter with late
Nirvana singer Kurt Cobain, in 2003
after she overdosed on painkillers in
front of the girl. The overdose oc-
curred after Love allegedly broke
into the home of her ex-boyfriend,
music producer Jim Barber.

Her daughter had been staying
with Love’s stepfather and sister,
but Love had daily contact with the

e regained custody Monday
through a judge’s ruling, said Love’s
attorney, Howard Weitzman.

Love, former lead singer of the group Hole, in a state-
ment released by her attorney said: “Life is about choic-
es, and I've chosen to move forward with my life in a
healthy and positive way.”

Love

Opinions split on Moore in hometown

Oscar on the shelf or not, Michael Moore is not getting
much respect at his old high school in Davison, Mich.

Despite his fame and many honors, the filmmaker has
been rejected all four times that he
has been nominated for Davison
High School’s Hall of Fame.

“Would you want him as a role
model? Would you want your son or
daughter to be like him?” asked Don
Hammond, a member of the Hall of
Fame selection committee. “I
haven’t talked to anybody yet who’s
for him. The word to describe Micha-
el Moore is embarrassing. He embar-
rasses everybody.”

Ryan Eashoo disagrees. The 1997
Davison High graduate has spent 80
hours the last two weeks and $600 of
his own money trying to get Moore elected.

“We’ve been blacklisted,” Eashoo, 25, told the Detroit
Free Press. “I'm a huge Michael Moore fan. He’s a great
producer, great filmmaker, always sticking up for minori-
ties. He’s kind of an underdog.

So far, Eashoo has 300 slgned nominations of Moore.
His goal is 2,000 by Feb. 1. The committee meets Feb. 11
to choose its inductees.

Clarkson honored in Big Easy

Patricia Clarkson, back in her native Louisiana to play
a governor’s adviser in a remake of the film “All the
King’s Men,” was celebrated like royalty when the mayor
designated a day in her honor.

New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin, a
former high school classmate of
Clarkson, declared Jan. 13 Patricia
Clarkson Day and held a written
proclamation that referred to the ac-
tress as “the Queen of Hollywood
South.”

“Itis truly a dream,” Clarkson, 45,
said Thursday. “I'm shooting an in-
credibly beautiful film in my beauti-
ful hometown and it’s quite over-
whelming. Who would have thought,
many, many, many years ago, as I
was performing on the O. Per
‘Walker [High School] stage ... that I would be here today
— with a day?”

New Orleans has become a frequent film location in re-
cent years since state lawmakers approved tax credits for
the industry. Nagin has sought to build on that by promot-
ing the city as “Hollywood South.”

“All the King’s Men” also stars Sean Penn.

\
Clarkson

Lords is face of cosmetics ad campaign

Traci Lords is putting her best face forward as the star
of Duprey Cosmetics’ 2005 advertising campaign.

“Traci has incredible sex appeal” said Duprey
co-founder Brian Duprey. “Her look can be ethereal,
flirty or downright dangerous. She’s the ultimate tempt-
ress.”

Lords, 35, filmed the first commercial in Los Angeles
earlier this week in a series of sexy ads featuring the face
of the former porn star.

Last year, Lords published her autobiography, “Traci
Lords: Underneath it All” and appeared as a celebrity
judge on IFC’s “Ultimate Film Fanatic.”

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

BY COLLEEN LONG
The Associated Press

NEW YORK
amuel L. Jackson is flippant,
brushing off his expansive
film career, and cool-guy
image.
HlS casual clothes fit the at-
titude: black running jacket, jeans,
white sneaks and just a hint of bling
in a diamond-ringed watch and a
dog tag with his initials around his
neck. His nearly impervious ego is
surprising, but with nearly 80 films
under his belt, he doesn’t really
need to care what people think of
him. With Jackson’s articulate na-
ture, along with a graying mustache
and glasses, he could pass for a
teacher, maybe one who taught How
to Be Hip 101.

The S6-year-old actor’s latest
film, “Coach Carter,” is based on the
real-life story of Ken Carter, a bas-
ketball coach in an inner-city high
school in Richmond, Calif. Carter
benched his whole team because
some varsity players weren't aca-
demically performing up to stan-
dards he set in a contract.

Jackson’s no fool. He knows his
movie isn't going to elicit any big
change in how education is general-
ly reviled and athletics revered in
schools, but he’s OK with it. He's
happy as long as a few kids see the
film and decide they want to study
more, or figure out that an educa-
tion is something invaluable.

What did you think of Carter
when you heard about him?

Jackson: I thought it was a refresh-
ing change from always hearing
about winning at any cost. I liked that
about what he was doing, putting the
idea out there that education is worth
something, that it’s important. That it
will get you somewhere. And when
the movie idea came my way, I
thought it was socially relevant.

Do you agree with his methods?

Jackson: Sure, in some ways.
Somewhere along the way we lost
the idea of a “student-athlete.” They
have become “athlete-students.”
But winning on the floor is a reward
for doing well in the classroom. .

‘What do you think about the idea
that inner-city kids are set up to
fail?

Jackson: That's true. It's the
whole idea that if you show up, you
pass on. It's also that they need to
see there’s an upside to being smart,
not just being athletic and hip. I don’t

think teachers are living up to the
standards they should be. They tend
to service the kids who pay attention,
they don’t want to deal with the kids
that don't get the grades or that have
the problems or that act out. In the
city schools, they’re also looking out
for themselves and their well-being.

T have some teacher friends that
wouldn’t be too happy to hear you
say that.

Jackson: I have teacher friends
too, and they are goal-oriented and
good at motivating their students,

Actor Samuel L.
Jackson stars in
the new film
“Coach Carter.”
AP photos

Sitting
down with
‘Coach

Cool’

Samuel L. Jackson
takes to court
inreal-life flick

and will work with the kids that need
the extra help instead of ignoring
them, but I think that's the minority.

Do you feel like you have to be a
role model because of your fame?

Jackson: No. I think I need to be a
responsible human being, and do
things I believe in, and I help out
people but I don't do that publicly.
It’s not my responsibility as an actor
to tell you who to vote for, or what
cause to believe in or who to give
money to. It makes me crazy to hear
people in my profession preach
about that sort of thing.
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22 whales heach themselves on N.C. coast

U.S. COAST GUARD/AP

Rescue crew members, from left, Seaman Adam Radford, USCG; Ari Friedlander of National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration; and Fireman Jennifer Smith, USCG, monitor a live pilot whale on Saturday near
Nagshead, N.C. More than 20 whales beached themselves and at least 17 of them died, officials said.

With at least 17 dead, volunteers,
Coast Guard work to save living

The Associated Press

MANTEO, N.C. — At least 22
pilot whales beached themselves
on the coast early Saturday, and
at least 17 of them died, officials
said.

The whales were stranded
along a five-mile stretch of land
near Oregon Inlet in the northern
Outer Banks, said Laura Engleby,
spokeswoman for the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration.

“We suspect there are more
than 30” stranded whales, she
said.

“The sea conditions have been
fluctuating, making it difficult to
account for all of them.”

It is not uncommon for pilot

whales to beach themselves, but
scientists do not know why. The
pilot whale is a protected species
but not endangered.

NOAA’s National Marine Fish-
eries Service was coordinating a
recovery effort that involved biol-
ogists, Coast Guard crews and the
National Park Service.

If biologists determine any of
the whales are likely to survive,
the Coast Guard will help move
them back out to sea, said Petty
Officer Donnie Brzuska.

Brzuska said mass strandings
of pilot whales are not unusual in
Florida and New England, but the
stranding on the North Carolina
coast was unust

Adult pilot whales can reach 20
feet long and weigh up to three
tons.

Plan to desegregate Baltimore
housing meets familiar criticism

BY FOSTER KLUG
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — A judge’s rul-
ing to desegregate public housing
by moving its mostly black and
poor residents to the suburbs — a
plan similarly proposed and re-
jected a decade ago — seems to
be generating the same old resis-
tance, and, surprisingly, some
cautious new support.

The ruling by Judge Marvin
Garbis came Jan. 6 in a
10-year-old civil rights case in
which the judge decided Balti-
more “should not be viewed as an
island reservation for use as a con-
tainer” for the region’s poor.

The case covers 14,000 fami-
lies, but officials have said not all
would move — nor would huge
groups move into small neighbor-

ds.

00ds.

“Relative to the population of
the region, we are talking about
grains of sand on the beach,” said
plaintiffs’ attorney Andrew Free-

an.

But officials from nearby subur-
ban counties did not mince
words.

A Carroll County official derid-
ed the ruling as “social engineer-
ing.” One in outlying Anne Arun-
del County called it “judicial activ-
ism at its most dubious.”

But in suburban Howard Coun-
ty — where houses carry an aver-
age sales price near $400,000,
among the most expensive in the
region — there has been a cau-
tious embrace of the plan.

“It’s not fair that we have one
area that will be responsible for
providing the bulk of affordable
housing,” housing director Le-
onard Vaughan said.

Vaughan said many work-
ing-class families in the suburbs
can’t afford the expensive homes
being built — and he welcomes
any plan that might benefit poor
people, wherever they live.

Shanna Smith, president of the
National Fair Housing Alliance,
said suburban whites are often
afraid city transplants will bring
increased crime, devalue proper-
ty and force schools to divert re-
sources to children who speak for-
eign languages.

“People take an initially nega-
tive view because, quite frankly,

they think blacks are leaving Bal-
timore city and coming to their
community,” she said. “All of
these stereotypes contribute to a
hostile attitude in a community,
and these hostile attitudes are
passed to public officials, who
often try to stop the plan.”

Garbis’ ruling capped a lawsuit
brought by the American Civil
Liberties Union against the Balti-
more Housing Authority and the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development in 1995. The
civil rights group argued govern-
ment policies had created “black
ghettos” in Baltimore.

The judge concluded the plain-
tiffs did not prove current dis-
crimination by city officials, or a
failure by city officials to right
past wrongs.

But he did say HUD failed to do
its duty to promote fair housing
and failed to look for solutions be-
yond the city limits. Garbis said it
remains to be seen whether
HUD's actions were intentionally
discriminatory or a result of politi-
cal pressure.

A conference call was planned
for Tuesday to determine the
next step.

‘See Dick and Jane. See Dick and Jane sue’:
Yiddish version called violation of copyright

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — See Dick and Jane. See Dick and

Jane get a lawyer.

Pearson Education, the publishing company that
owns the copyright to the single-named
countless U.S. reading primers, is suing a division of
Time Warner for co-opting the characters in a book
called “Yiddish With Dick and Jane,” according to

The New York Times.

The suit, filed in U.S. District Court in Los Ange-
les, claims the book violates Pearson’s copyright.
The book, which has sold more than 100,000 copies
since it was published in September by Little,
Brown & Company, is billed as a parody.

Not so, the lawsuit says. “Yiddish With Dick and

Jane” “is not a parody, but is an unprotected imita-

tion,” the suit alleges.

Author Barbara Davilman, who co-wrote the book

stars of

with Ellis Weiner, told the newspaper that she views
the lawsuit as “a good old shakedown for money.”
The parody book takes Dick and Jane into adult-
hood, where they’re faced with problems like adul-
tery, ailing parents and sexual orientation.

Pearson declined to comment further on the law-

suit, according to the Times. Little, Brown — a part
of the Time Warner Book Group — issued a state-
ment defending its product.

‘The book was “entitled to the full prmecnon of the
First Amendment and related law: so-

BY JOHN RABY
The Associated Press

SOUTH CHARLESTON,
W.Va. — Don’t mess with Gov.
Bob Wise — the outgoing West
Virginia chief executive won his
black belt in tae kwon do on Sat-
urday.

Nearly two decades after his
initial attempt and just three
months after surgery on both
knees, Wise performed a series
of body moves, traded arm
chops and leg jabs with a part-
ner, and kicked and elbowed
through pieces of wood at the
Kang Tae Kwon Do Academy.

“I'm ecstatic, really,” said
Wise, 57.

Wise was one of 80 students
— from gold belts to black belts,
from 4-year-olds to senior citi-
zens — who competed for high-
er ranks Saturday in front of an
overflow crowd. He is believed
to be the only sitting governor
with a black belt, said Sok Ho
Kang, the academy’s grand mas-
ter.

cial company. the statement said.

An affair led

West Virginia Gov. Bob Wise, right, warms up by kicking through a
board on Saturday before earning a black belt in tae kwon do.

W.Va. governor chops
his way to a black belt

AP

Wise to not seek re-election; fel-
low Democrat Joe Manchin will
be inaugurated as his successor
on Monday.

Wise earned a gold belt early
in his nine-term career as a con-
gressman, which ended when
he ran for governor. But he suf-
fered a broken rib during a tour-
nament and didn’t take classes
again until after he sent his son
to Kang a few years ago. In Octo-
ber, the avid jogger underwent
arthroscopic surgery on both
knees to clean out torn cartilage.

Along with California’s body-
building Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, active chief ex-
ecutives include Arkansas Gov.
Mike Huckabee, who is training
for the Little Rock Marathon in
March, losing more than 100
pounds along the way.

“Governors are very competi-
tive by nature,” said Peter
Wiley, director of management
consulting for the National Gov-
ernors Association. “They’re
usually high energy, so this kind
of athletic competition goes
hand in hand.”
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Horoscope

The moon in Taurus spurs a need
for luxurious indulgence. Whether
it's caviar or Egyptian sheets with a
crazy thread count, what
was once optional now
seems like a must-have.
Quality is king, but appetites
are stimulated to such a
degree that we want quanti-
ty, too. Don't buy on credit
— by the end of the week,
there’s nothing to show for
it

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(January 17). The serious-
ness that has helped you
focus your power through
the years is being transmut-
ed into a more playful energy. Loved
ones have fun with the change and
react with renewed affection. Tum
wisdom and education into profits
this spring. If you continue to be
financially shrewd, a big purchase is
yours in April. Love signs are Libra
and Gemini.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
What you've been striving for will
reach its culmination very soon —
so don't stop now! If you're waiting
for an answer from someone, go
ahead and call. I's no time to be a
wallfiower. Love sparkles anew.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You are focused on transformation.
But choose your role model very
carefully. Attractive but seffish peo-
ple have little to teach you and wil
waste your time. Hold out for
true-blue loyalists.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You'll be teased and enticed into
oddball situations, and thank good-
ness, you've got such persuasive
people around you. At the end of the
day, you'll look back and realize you
wouldn't have missed it for the
world.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The stars check in to be sure you've
really leamed a past lesson. Family
dynamics still affect how you think of
yourself, but the story is different
from what it used to be. Get it down

4

Holiday

When you get that feeling that you
want to run five miles and read
books to make yourself smarter,
you'll know this is someone worth
getting to know.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
The opportunity to risk is featured.

. Business gets to the point
Mathis  where you simply must
decide to be bold or
withdraw completely.
Anything done halfway
will stunt your profit mar-

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You feel
you've got a secret super-
hero identity quietly work-
ing behind the scenes,
and yes, you save the
day. Humble, you won't
fess up to your amazing feats,
either. Private victory is no less
sweet.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
‘What someone said to you long ago
still ings in your ears. Test it out
now once and for all. If it's true, keep
it. If not, toss it out like the garbage it
is. Tonight, someone new sparkles
in your eyes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Move over, there are new folks
coming into your world. It's probably
a co-worker or someone who just
moved into town. It takes seeing
someone truly green to realize how
far you've come in your arena.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You're ready to meet the
challenge, especially if its bigger
than you are. Some call you crazy,
but time will show that you'e the
sane one. Crazy is when you don't
rise to the occasion while the min-
utes of your e tick away.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
It makes you feel warm and happy
when others notice subtle improve-
ments you've made to your appear-
ance through diet and/or exercise.
Each compliment fans the flames,
inspiring you to reach your goal.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your creative project s taking
shape. The prize is within your
reach. Just don't neglect your day
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Foxtrot

MY WEIGHT PROBLEM COMES FROM
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WELL, PICK HER UP AND TELL
HER THAT EVERYTUING 15
TR i
< p

Baby Blues

JUST WASH 1T OFF AND
USE SOME BACTINE AND
NEOSPORIN.

WHAT IF
WANT MY DNA
INFECTED?

[

SO 1 HAVE 0 LEAVE
MY REFRIGERATOR
DOOR-OPEN .

Spider Man

THE ONE
I LoVE!

Blondie

{ HE'S STILL UPSET ABOUT |
THEELECTION <

HEY, DILBERT, CAN
YOU UPDATE THE
YIELD NUMBERS FOR
QUR DISCONTINUED
CHIPS?

WELL. IF T HAVE
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across Down 25 Lemieux milieu

1 Piglet's papa 1 Tops 26 Brings into
5 Group of whales 2 Solemn disrepute
8 Netting promise 27 Khartoum
12 Roof overhang 3 State with residents
13 Ostrich’s cousin certainty 29 Right angle
14 “Turn Around, 4 Rest 30 Wapiti

Look —" 5 Body English, 33 Actress Garr

36 Most wise

15 Dance lesson eg

38 Yuma mazuma?
40 Brooks or

16 Carnival attraction
18 Otolaryngology

6 Parisian pal
7 Newsman Roger

subject 8 H i Sane
i oi polloi 42 “Clueless”
20 Blueprint 9 African nation
21 Actress Elisabeth 10 Urban pall expletive

P 43 Prima donna
23 Zodiac member 11 Chopped

44 Missile shelter
24 Revolvers, e.g. 17 Wet wiggler 46 Radius, for one

28 Graf — 19 Moby's pursuer 47 A whole bunch
31 Expert 22 Internet 48 Cupid’s alter ego
32 Humdinger correspondence 50 Promptly

34 Under the
weather

35 Cribbage scorers

37 Pavement

24 Potential syrup
Answer to Previous Puzzle

s

39 Ewe's mate B|A

41 Croft of “Tomb A[R
Raider” R

42 0Id sayings

45 Spry

49 Take out of action

51 Indigent

52 Currier's partner

53 Part of UCLA

54 “Do — others ..."

55 Speedy

56 Have bills

57 Disarray
1-17 CRYPTOQUIP
CcoO GDT K TH X BDOH
PDIJLF DJLF X BXMXI
JLRLHXNML, C RTLBB CH
PDTMI NL X PLMLFG PXK.

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN SOMEONE
BECOMES DULL DURING THE WINTER, 1 GUESS
HE COULD BE JEJUNE IN JANUARY.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals C
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Alcohol and guns never mix well JUNMUELE

Dear Abby: My fiance’s best
friend, “Ted,” accidentally shot
himself in the head in front of
another friend, “Matt.”

Matt blames himself for the
accident, even though Ted sur-
vived and is doing OK.

Matt and Ted were
drinking and looking at
Ted’s gun. The gun has a
history of not ejecting the
bullet when you want it
to. Ted looked to see if
the gun had any bullets
in it, and it didn’t, so Ted
put the barrel to his head
and pulled the trigger.

Matt feels that Ted
blames him for what
happened, although
nobody blames him. It
was just a stupid acci-
dent.

Are there any support groups
out there that my fiance and T
can get Matt into?

— Caring Friend in Montana

Dear Caring Friend: Among
the rules of responsible gun
ownership are never to point the
barrel at anyone and never to

Dear Abby

presume that the gun is empty.
Ted is lucky his stupidity didn’t
cost him his life. If there is any
support group I'd for

PAGE 23

missing from our joint account,
no lipstick on his collars.

The only clues were my hus-
band’s i

Matt — and Ted, too, as soon as
he’s fully recovered — it would
be AA. It appears both of them
have a serious alcohol problem.

Dear Abby: piease
print this cautionary
tale of infidelity. It
involves out-of-town
professional conferenc-
es.

In my case, my hus-
band of 35 years con-
fessed that he’d had an
“emotional affair” with
a single, professional
colleague that endured
for 20 years. While it
was never sexual, they
wrote each other letters and love
poems — boxes of them. (She
addressed them to his business
P.0. box.) They also exchanged

ifts

The usual warning signs of
infidelity were absent. There
were no unexplained absences,
no telephone receipts, no money

My husband is ashamed and
remorseful now. We're finally
seeing a therapist, who is helping
us rebuild our marriage.

My advice is that if your mate

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Armold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter 1o each square, | hear Helen caught
to torm four ordinary words. her boyfriend...

CEEPI

©2005 Tribune Media
Al Rights Reserved.

ervices, Inc

is less than ic about
having you accompany him or

| MUSIN

her on trips to pr gath-
erings, be suspicious.
— Sadder But Wiser
in the Midwest
Dear Sadder: As your letter
shows, emotional affairs can be
as devastating to a marriage as
sexual ones. Although your
spouse’s affair occurred at busi-
ness conferences, I receive many
letters and e-mails regarding
online affairs where the people
don’t always meet in person. The
time and energy poured into
these relationships are stolen
from the spouse and family.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Don’t risk further molestation

Dear Annie: Last
night, my life was turned
upside down, My
14-year-old daughter,
“Cindy,” woke me up and
said her stepdad,
“Chuck,” had touched
her. There was no actual
sex involved, God.
I confronted Chuck im-
mediately. He said he
knew it was inappropri-
ate and stopped right
away.

Chuck was molested
during his childhood, as was I, so
we know how wrong this is.
Chuck and I put all the blame on
him, which is where it belongs.
Before this happened, I never
thought I would allow any man to
get away with something like
this, but now I'm not so sure
what to do.

The three of us have a wonder-
ful life. However, Cindy recently
has been paying a lot of attention
to Chuck. She is home-schooled
and doesn’t see many other chil-
dren her age. After Cindy told
me what Chuck did, I said I
would kick him out, but she
asked me not to. She said she

Annie’s Mailbox

loves both of us and
that she is fine. Annie,
Iknow my daughter,
and she really is fine.
'huck and I are the
ones struggling to
come to terms with

this.

Al of this behavior is
odd to me. I it possible
that Cindy is really

>

So do T kick Chuck
out, like I said I would?
Or, do we find a way to
work through this? — Wishing It

‘Was Yesterday in California

Dear Wishing: It's understand-
able that you are searching for a
‘way to make this less serious, so
your life can continue as it was,
but it's not that simple. Chuck’s
family history makes it more
Tikely that hé could do this again,
and Cindy may feel obligated to
submit to his advances in order
not to break up her family.

We strongly urge you to get
family counseling, so you under-
stand the risks and can work out
the best solution. It may be best
to separate until you do. Also,
find activities for Cindy in the
afternoon so she can meet other

teenagers and won’t EVER be
left alone with Chuck. Good luck.

Dear Annie: with the cold
and flu season here, I was won-
dering about the appropriateness
of nose blowing in public, espe-
cially in my office. There are a
few people who feel comfortable
blowing their nose while stand-
ing at my desk, and I feel quite
disgusted by it.

Is there a rule of etiquette in
reference to this situation?

— Tampa, Fla.

Dear Tampa: You bet. A
sneeze cannot be helped, but
deliberately blowing one’s nose
should be done as privately as
possible. Tell these oblivious
co-workers sweetly, “I hope you
will understand if T ask you not
to blow your nose near my desk.
I'm absolutely phobic about
getting sick.”
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Witchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write

: Annie's Mailbox, /o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

reators Syndicate

GRAFENTY

Dennis the Menace

Mr's JINGLE BELLS IN DECEMBER, AND

JUGBLE BILLS IN JANUARY.

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

“Shh. Listen! There's more: ‘I've named the male
with the big ears Bozo, and he is surely the nerd of
the social aroup—a primate bimbo, if you wil.”

TANGOU

Y | | THIS CAN CURL
D YOUR HAR AT A
T BEAUTY SALON

Now arrange the circled letters to

HINSAB
form the surprise answer, as

LX) |
A by the above cartoon,
VvV
900000
N NI, NI, N, N, N

(Answers tomorrow)
CEASE PURVEY DEVOUR

What the photographer feared when she
shopped for a swimsuit — OVEREXPOSURE

Jumbles: OXIDE
Answer:

Saturday's

Family Circus

©2005 Bi Keane. inc
Dist By King Features Synd
www familycircus.com

“1 like writing on the computer.
If you make a mistake, you can
just back up over it.”
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Non Sequitur
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Monday
nﬂs, 9 a.m.—Golf: Sony Open, final
rogn

“AFN- gnnm,s :30 p.m.—NFL: NEC Divisional
layoff game, Minnesota at Philadelphia

AFN-Sports, 9:30 p.m.—NFL: AFC D
pjEyoft game, Tndiaiapolis at New o

Tnesda

am.—College basketball:
Conr\ecucm ey Fall
~NBA: Houston at

ports, 2:15 a.
anescla
lantic and Radio, 3 a.m.—College
[ i e A
AFN-Sports, 4:30 am.—NBA: Denver at

Golden it
NS am.—Figure skating: US.
Chammor\smps(dld)

College basketball:

Al an P‘
Connecticut &t se on Hall (did).

2Lofede basketball
oklahorea St 184ms (S0

(Al times are Central Europesn Time: didin:
dicated delayed broadcast. All
subject to change. Visit Wwwmyafn et for
more informati

College basketba
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

L Minols (18:0) beal Normweslern 7866,
5 s,
5 Kansas (13.0) beat Colorado 76-61. Next:
vs, Nebraska, chncsda}v
3. North Carolina (14-2) lost to No. 4 Wake
Forest 95-82. Next: at Clemson, Wednesday.
O ake Forest (14 ) bR, 3 North Card-
@ 95-62. Next: at Florida State, Tuesday.
5, Duke (12-0) did not play. Next: vs. Virgin-
ia,Sunday.
Kiahoma state (131) beat lowa State
G373 NeNL: B No- 10§ Exa, Manday.
i yracuse (1) beat Brovidente 7571
argetoun, Tuesday.
e Georg 1ech<u ' dignotplay. Next: at
North Carolina State Sunday
S ketacky (153 beat Georaia 76-55.
Next:at} NiSsissippi, Wednesday.
0. Texas (13.3) beat Nebraska 63-53. Next:
vs;No Sok\ahomastam Vonda
State (15:3) beal Arkansas
Alsbama, Tucsda oy,
12 Comecticut (m 3) beat Rutgers 18-64.
Nex: at Seton onda
5 Boston couege as 3b) did not play.
ext: at West Virgini 2y
14, Washington (15 z) “Beat Oregon State
g6 Next Vs Washinglon st, Sunday
Hichigan State (105 did not lay.
&t Wisconsin sunday,
onzaga (133 beat Pepperdine 86-62.
jext: at San Francisco, Thurs g
1. Anzonam 3)beat UCLA 773, Next: at

B

o8

ext: vs. o
mshu i (12:2) beat Seton Hall 67-63.

Nezx'sH w Shington 1 lost to
eorge Washington 05t to Mas-
H o"r Next: at La salle,

uette (14:2) beat South Florida
asglNe x(,amepau\ v
Alsbaria (153 cid Aot play. Next:

NI Mvss\sslfm State, Tuesday.

24:lowa (13 beat Vinnesota 65-60. Next:
at No. 1 1llinois, Thursday.

5 Gulanora 15355 beat Baylor 65-61.
Néxt: at Texas A&M, Tuesday

Saturday’s men’s scores

EAST
Adelphi 78, Molloy 50,
Albright 76,

Vessiah 52
Alvernia

eumann &6
Amerria st ette 74
Ampocayd JoAIENS B
Babson 85, MIT 80,
Spotley 34 LeMoyie o4
Blooy

BT T 7

Bryant ?Ilé Assump!mn 70

Buckne
\aml (umu) %

CaldmaR R dordey seacom 59
Catholic 69, Goucher 58
Cent, Connecticut St. 86, Robert Morris 79
Gharieston, WV, 30 Bluerild st.59
Glarion 7, Mansfeld 6¢
Eotuntbia . Somel 61
Eonnecticut 78, Rutgers &
Cortland St &2, eredonia Sss

inat

on 4
Dominican, Wl\mmgston Del. 52
Drexel 51, William & Mar
€ Somnecicut 86, Mase oston 77
Edinboro 79, Kutztown 56

n i wmenerea

it Ida 6
Rier
Endicott 73, Salve Regina 58
, Rider 69
arieigh ick. 73, Mount st. Mary's, Md. 67
1. 10, Shepherd 61

ridgewater, Mass. 62

Geurgetuwn se%m
Swarthmore 51

Gwyr Mercy 75, Cal
Haverford &7, Dickinson &3
Hobart 71, Clar

comvg by Dyelaware Valley 66
larist

Manywood 64, Arc
. Col \Ie?en R 38

tass.-Lowell 52, 5t. Rose

NaSSchusetes o Gnor;e wasmngmnu ot

Michigan 66, Pent St. 6

Millersville 70, Calfornia, Pa. 58
Monmouth, N, island U.
Monterar S0 71 Richrd Stockton &7

Virginia union 95, St. Paul's 58

Wise 65, King, Tent
Wake Eorestas, Nort%c olin:
incoin omorial 68

Winona st BL Southurest St. Min 58
Platt et Failosd

i R
ry. N.Y. 8, Mount St. Vincent 63 West Alabama Wiz Eleuer S M S
Muhlenberg 78, Mcbaniel 74 est Georgia 13, Montev 0 69 Wie- Whitewster 75, Wis.La Crosse 60
ortheastern 77, UMBC Winthrop 74, Radf Witienberg 69, Wt
Ohio Valiey 68, Bavis & Elkins 62 Xavier, NO 73, w-mam Carey 67
Qhio Weslyn o, Allcgneny 66 Ark-Little Rock 69, Middle Tennessee 62
Qaego S ffalo St. 62 Adrian s, Amass Arkansas St 54, W. Kentucky 50
nd 62 70N 76,E. Ausiin€5 Texas Dallas
PRESburh 61 eton Hal 63 mmon T T Stalasr Houston
Plattsburgh 87, New Paltz 68 Wallace 107, arietta o6 T Chnshan 65
dam , Oheonta 57 it 85, Monmouth, Il 86 tiary Hardit saylr 7 Schveiper
Queens, Y. 61 New Haven 57 Benedictine,ll, 93, Eureka 70 MeMurry 111,
tamaps 86, Row Sethany, Kah. 51,5t Mary, Kan. 70 Qkfahorma ga. Ea |
Rutgers: Newarl 83, College of N.J. 64 Black Hills St. 75, Dickinson St. 71 Qhdahoma st
3 Maine 78, Mass. banmoum 59 Blackburn 71, Greenville 65 Ol Raperts B Contenry 65
$ New ian Bradiey 81, Evansville 76 praire Vlew 51, Grambling St. 47
ER AR TR Briar CIiff 79, Hastings 66 a 70
Salem SE 8, Ftchourg st 7o iena Vista 90, Simpson, lowa 75 W anora, s, Abiene Chijstian 1
sahshu s« 81, Mary Washington 63 Calvin 98, Olivet 68 S Foutan St 63 StephenF-Austin 5T
Sciences, Pa. 69, Nyack 63 Capital 76, Otterbein 75 Tex dSzvannzh St.54
Smpper\sbwg 72, Cheyney 58 Carleton 76, St Olaf 55 Joxas luthera" 8. CO"COV ig-Austin 75
e 7§ ’nwnnectlcul Coll. 67 c o 69 E\ hke f‘é’sm 63 Texas SQM iy T76 Jacl A s
"Snem”s‘, v e & céé‘ ,?, -8 Onio Do U7oF the Ozarks Qrs‘;ev);as Tyler 92
SLJoseph L S0, K. Martme 18 Cent. Metho
& Poters 70, Yale 68 Cont: Michioan Air Force 64, New Mexico 62
St Vincent 74 Notre bame Coll 71 Arizona Te, UCLA e

N Iling
Cent: Missal a6, Empona Eal
‘Concord

Stevens Tech 93, Cer ntenany N-J. 40 arke 65, , il 49 s Northridge I
Stonenil 83,5t Mich G5t the S5 s ncian Nations 58 Sarroll, Mond 89%"‘0"“5"3 5 Morthern 73
tony Brook of, Hartior lumbia, Harris Stowe 48 Ghrron % T A > ™
SRS, Brovilence 71 Concords, Moor &5, Bethel, Minn. 52 F R vEAT ! centeal 0

Tufts 82, Bowdoin 65 Concorda, SLP. 96, Wayne, Neb. £;New Mexico 3, East Centra
W connemcm 25, hlymouth st. 92 Cornell, loa 70, Central Fort Lewls 3, fort fiays
W. Virginia St. 98, WVU Tech 85 Creighton 67, N. lowa G'ES"O s besperdine 2

ner69 o Francvs a, 70 Dakota St. 79, Jamestown 65 i eﬂggfs‘"“e( 56

Wesleyan iddiebury 74 Detroit 72, Butler 59 1P Indpls. 55 %
West heslerﬁs snp er Rock 59 oane 83, Sioux Falls 81, 0T i 53%‘ St W wesm ingte, Utah 54
West iberty 104 esle gan 1 Drury 54, Panhandle st. 52 Lo Clark ot & Wenminster:
Westfield SE. 78, worcesters( Dubuque 81, Luther 60 Honkana'se€2 dorian
Wheaton, Mass. 82, Coast Guard 70 Eariham 86, Kenyon
Wilkes 72, FoU Floriwam %S Edgewood 73, Concordia, Wis, 72 1dahe
William Pater: rmingdale 54 Evangel 80, Graceland, Iowa 72 laga. Washlnglon st.52

Worcaster Tech 78, éprm feld 72

s
York, Pa. 82, St. Ma) Pacttic 65 i

R ;";‘s ol g
e 79, West Flo Georgetoun, Ky. 63, Central St Ohio 58 K 4
A\ahamaA&M 5/ Alebama st 52 Grand valley <t 71 iledale 63 Rocky Mounfaln of Great Falls 56
‘Albany, a. 62, F t Gustavus Adolphus 63, Augshurg 56

Jose 5t 69
ramionts %6 Weber st. 72
3an Diego St 81, UNLV 73
$an Prancisco 87, san Dieg 82, 0T

A Srte Y2 Kohati Marion 47

Hamline 71, St. John's, Minn. 62
Austin peay ¢S Moreriead . 65

ram 1, Oberln 4

Selhaven 66, Loyola, N0. 58 iil-Chicago 74, Cleveland st. 57
Brencteas dpsiims 850 1ll“Springhield 68, Upper lowa 63 2anta Clarg b3, St Mary %433 2
Bridgevater Va 78 Emory & Henry 65 Hingls 78 Northyester 2Panford 74, Callfornia 56
Catawt culum 82 ollegg 63, St Norbert 61 UC Irvine o7, Cal St-Fullerton 81
Charlcsmn soumem 75 High point 74 Drake 6 C Riversidé 68, Long Beach st. 65
arlotte 65, Saint Loui 0fs Wesidyan 5, Siheaton, .73 ucsantasarbarae GEtavis

Chananooga 38 Woftora es ayne 15 7, Youngsmwn St.59 Utah 74, Wyor

indiana 75.pur i Valley . s? NiColorado 64,07

Christopher Newport 88, Chowan 66
Clayton St. 71, Lander & 43
mbus St. 80, 5.C.-Aiken 65

indiana & G4 e 82 6o
Indianapoiis 100, Bellarmine 82
lowa 66, Minnesota 60,

ansas st.
(ke ad penn St Atoona 63
akeland 7% iwaice Engincering 61

WaShiston ms o un SL &
Southern Indiana &5, Wit Parkside 58

Dénver 63, Fa, International 50 Fawrence &3 knox 3 AP anen’s Ton 25 fared
ETgﬁx;Ss lg‘apllsl 95, Louisiana Coll. 92, 20T tle"ds 'ﬁecss o 63
uisville g9, Cin . .
P dleis wetbercz k:z:é:";‘e"s:%r Bl e TR v o
8, Warner Souther ’ :

F\o%da 2 yandersites ches s Eagor (12:2)did not pay. Next: vs. Okla-

rdeman 92, Campbellsville 78 B0 (5 did not play. Next: vs. Ala-
r man aca e Gt d 59 o Parker bang, Sunday.

org! :

Geordia Southem 1N A? Shacan st 8 O SAStunday o notPlay. Next:atNo.5
Goorgia st 168 Baml 3 Ghio State (16:2) did not play. Next: vs.

ceherson o1, Friends

Michigan Tech 67, Mercyhurst 66

Niliin 88, Indiang: Northwest 70
Moorhead 63

an.-Moms ea. ot twestern, Minn. 88

inot St. 84, S, Dakota Tech 64
MisStan Sthon 11, SW Batist 12

mpden-Sydney 53 Roanoke 53
Jacksonwl\e 58, Lipsc
i
74 %mcmnaﬂemme Bapt. 57
EBerty ! Coasial Carolina 64

Hincoln P& 81 Apprentie 15, 0T
Lomswana lafa 2, New érleans 67

(0. 4 Rutgers, sunday.

s, Stanford (15-2) beat No. 14 Baston Col-
oo UL, harscay

Next: vs.

e, S
not play. Next: at
NG 1 Vanaerbit

Sondis
Lt anSIate(M zymn not play. Next:

L /ashington & Le Missour Valley &3, A T 4, Sunda)
SU 53 oSt % R Missourt western 0,01 50t Carolma 58 W not play. Next:
Maryland 80, Temple 76, Lewis 74 Vs, Miami, hon
Mercer 72, Gardner. ebb 69 A i Minfesota (14-2) did not play. Next: at
Vethodist Muskingum 74, Johr Carroll 72 No. S MiEhiGanSiate, suncay.
St 810,87, Bemidji St 84,07 12, Texas (3-5) beat Oklahoina State 63-42.
T e —r e g8 Keneser >t N Nu'r‘“h"("ﬁezc)"ﬁ“tc lorado 87-41.
. . Texas Tech (13-2) beat: Coloraco 87-
priansas =5 ak\andkh:rnﬁh (74 Fhicago st 61 Next aiNebrasia Wednssday, oo
. Boston Colle No. 6 Stan-
Mcrehouse 5. Mues 5 ORI Nerthern . eidelberg 7 ford 506 NExE v West irginia Thur sy
thine Cookman 62 vene 19,5t Frandle . ) 15, Viaryland (12:2) did not piay. Next: 8t
McRae ott wa Kan. 17, Kansas Wesléyan Flgrida State, Sunday,
Murray St. 77 lackserwl\l 61 57 o T 1 {10 beat vilanova
N-Cardiina ALT 70 Belaware st 5,07 PSb0rg K13, N Wissouri st. 58 N SR, Ko 15 Fexes Aon
NEkhesneds! present Saerblt (13:2) 18 hot pay: Next: vs.

Anderbiit ( :
& Yannessee, Sundan.
. Georgia (135)cid ot play. Next: vs. Au-

L UCLA (16:5)

ation 7, Crown 67
Rockhurst 58 Incarnate Word 51

kota St. 78, N. Dakota St. 59
H Ilhnms 1, W Missourt StE

77
imington 7. Towson 59

rth Alabama 59, Valdosta St. 53
Northiwestern St 6, 3¢ Locisting 63

old Dominion 71, George Mason 58 Siu-Edw not play. Next: vs. Arizo-
Pikevile 9. Marion 34 Shawn G SE87, Mount Verhon Nazarene 74 unday.

0nd 65, Rnode Island 55 S ankRurop 14 Mary 70 . Purdie (10-5) did not play. Next: at No.
. Carolina St. 77, Howard 60 South Dakota 89, North Dakota 69 e Dame, St
Samford 62 Tenn-Martin .50, Bethel, Kan. 71 21, Iowa(l: 304t lay. Next: vs.North-
Shenandoah 85, N.C. Wesleyar S Ameose 0o aider? western, Y.

ama'73, 1eXico St. 64 35 80005 59, NiguStanas.. s0 55. Debaul (13-3) did not play. Next: vs.
South Carolina 66, Tennessee 63 St Francis, ind. 85, Grace 81 harlotte, Sunday.
Souther 5, Ark.-Pine Bluff 47 eph's, Ind. 67 Kentcky Wesleyan 16 23, Karisas State (12.3) beat Nebraska
Stetson 71, Belmoni omas, Minn. 10, St Mary's, Minn. 41 74:59, Nex Wednesdlay,
TCU 61, Mémphis 59 Stering 6% Tah i iowa State m n beat Nissour 65:59.
Tennessee St. 77, €. llinois 62 exas £ Nebra et s Nebraska, Sarday.
ennessee Tech 78, E. Kentucky 64 5 Bon 2 ﬁlma Tech.(11-3) aid not play. Next:
Texas St. 71, Louisiana-Monroe 67 mmte/ chmsnan 77 Judsur\ 55 vs. North Carolina State, Monday.
Texas Arlington 84 Meeese &t.75 UkC sz Wi
omas More 110, LaGrange rbana 73,

Toledo 83, Mar: o Viterbo 75, owa Viesleyan 62 Saturday's “""“e" S scores

YA 76, st Carolina W wichi Bowiing Green 61
ONC-Greenshoro 6, W, Cam\maSA Derison Allegheny 3, Ohio Wegn 67
Union. Ky. 64, Brevard § WaliBhio Grande 63, ‘American U. 49, Lafayette 47
Dhion: Winn. 3, Arkangas saptist 69 Washburn 66, Truman S Amherst 55, Trinity, Conn. 53
Ve Commonwea\m 70; Hofsira 58 Wayne, Mich; 7s, Fems St ) Army 6, Bucknell 61

a. Wesleyan 88, Randolph-Macon 73 Babson 15, Springfield 71, 0T

I S ——
Wilmington, Ohio 80, Mount Union 68

Ball St. 75, B

Viinis SR Tizcbetn City St.64
Bentley 70, leMuyne 66,07

Virginia Tech 5, Clemsor

WE'RE ALL THRILLED ﬂ\a«
THIS 16 THE TANK MCNAMY
YEAR

SPORTE JERK OF )

AWARD'S 10TH ANNIVERSARY |
VM PROUD O ANNOUNCE -THAT
NOMINATIONS ARE NOW-

THEMSELVES FROM ATTACKS
BY VICIOUS DETROIT FANS.

Singhamton 67, New Hampshire 42
Sloomiield 8,

i gewaler, Mass. 58, Framingham St. 42
Brown 65, Yale 3
Bryant 75, Assumption T
Bock 73 Rerey LY. 50
Caldwell 108, Goldey Beacom 52
Calfornia Py, &, Wllersuile 55
a
Cent, Connecticut St. 73, Rabert Morris 63
Gharieston, W.Va. 76, Blisefield St. 33
Clarion 90, Mansfi cd
ClarkcU. 73, Smith 6
Eolcae of NI, Ru(gers Newark 29
Connicficut 7, Vilangy
Az A
B3 NSO Valey 48
Delaware Valley 62, Lycoming 57

Flort
Dominican, N.Y; 67, wnmmgxon Del. 62
E Connecticit 0, ias: ass. © ston 60
Edinboro 7, Kutztow
Eims 71, Moly
Enticott 55 4aiv6 hegina 48
EDOForham 6. Wilkes 33
Fairmont St 79, Shepherd 59

66, Salem St. 62

laine-Farmington 92,
HaraIees iy el 37
'z, Salisbury S¢. 55

70, St Anselm 6
MessR s, Albright 38
Molloy 85, Anelph T and U
ng |
MountHc%cke 7o R ks
Mount St 5 .50, Fafrclan Dick. 57
5, SUNY-Farm. 61
N.J.Clt 5 MRctte D, M

LY. Tech 38
Raits i, platisburah 52

cent 76

b
Pace 59, 5. New Hamnsmre a1
benn St Benrend 55, bitt-Braford 53
o

SEinces Be 85 Ryad

Seton Hill 89, Carlow 61

Shippensburg &, Cheyney 37
ancis, Wa

ner 47

Swarthmare& Eehyshurg 51
Union, N.Y. 73, Vz
Vet 6 Boston . 66
W NeWE gla nuse ‘JIL)UWSOH&WG\\ES RI.47
Washiagton & Jelterson 55 Waynesburg 43
1wor|hT h70 E N zar
ury 54

Rock 48
all 56

Worcasiar
Worcester Tech s, sineaton Mase &2

SOUTH
Ala:Huntsville 68 West Florida s4

Alabama St. 43, Alabama A&M 44
lbany. Ga. 62, Fort \mney stss
ApEa\acmaﬂ 5t 51, ET:

ul ey 54, sguthern Poly St. 45
, Morehead St. 72

e 55

nion, Ky, 69, 0T

el & ?\enda Atlantic 55

CFamin 78, Allen 44

Clayton St. 74, Lander 67

ol of Charleston 57, Furman 47

Colimbus

Coppin St 62, Florida,

Cumberland, Yer\n 15‘ Sive Mountain s5

Baidsoncr. clo

Delaware 28736

Elizabeth C oSt 78

Emory & Henr{ i Brldgewa(er Va.48

Ferrum 77, Methodi

Francls Malon 77, Armstrong Atlantic 72

ced-Hardeman i5, Lambu

N.C-Pembroke 57

Wafford'54

Colle
Georgia Sou(hgem ée
Georgia st
ngh%omt ooy 5
ward §5.! Carolina st 66

Cntir ke 74 iars
waeny 53, Coastal Camlma £

665 E Texas Baptist 55
FouRiana rcch%& fawali 54
Ly sy Rollins 5¢

=5

Morgan
Nirfay . 6 Jacksomie
N B Rrar 7 31 Audustnes 65
€ Wesleyan's5, shentandoaf 54
Achevile S5, Bmingha- Southern 46
Newport
aeorg.ase Srewton pa kersn
Northyester E Louisiana 63
Mot Sostieasiann 1o, Ecke ae OT
Radford 62, Charleston Souther
South Alabama 57, Louisiana; la'ayelle 56
Souther U 63, Ar -Pine Bluff
e artin 66, Samiorc
Tennasiee B et

uisian:
Texas-Arlington 64, NicNeese St. 48
More 69, LaGrange 44

e
UNC-Greensboro 72, W. Carolina 58
Unfon, Tenn. 117, Arkdicas & Baptist 47
Valdosta st 58 Korth Alabam

ucky 81, Al Rodkio
Wasmngmn & e 71, Lynchburg 46
West Alabaria 0, L Viemorial 77
YAV G WA Carey 67

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 25
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Alma 77, St. Mary g,
S Gl anea. 89

, Has|
Aiscbur Baptst 62
oncordis, i 79 Clarke 54

oncordi 68, Bethel, Minn. 62
oncordia, e, Neb. 4
ncordia, jewo00d 6
relghton 75, Brake 12

a St. 70, Jamestown 62

st 4
/angel 63, Graceland, lowa 51
erris St. 84, Wayne, Mich.
ranklin 53, Anderson, Ind. 35
riends 59, McPherson s
rand Valfey St. 80, Hillsdale 59
ustav Adofphus 76, Augsburg 55

tings 68, Briar Cliff 60
e 104, Tri-State 8

i Chicago s Wright st
incarnate Word 66, R
néiana Wesiovan 71, Mt an, ind. 45
lowa St. 65, Missouri

John Carroll 66, Muskingum 56

Judson 69, Trinity Christian 53

Kalamazoo 78, Adri

Kansas St. 74, Nebraska 59

Kent et o6 Alron

oo ouis 58
Sy nlcmcagu ss C\eveland st.58
uther 66, Dubugu

o

fanchester 13 kanover 60
arshall 71, . linois 5
tary &3, Si Tanka|

. 65, westmmster, Mo. 49
Michigan Tech 68, Mercyhurst 41
Mid-Am Nazarene 80, Cent. Methodist 58
Millikin 80, North Park 68
inn.-Dulth 84, Minn. Mankato 65
Minn:Moorhead 80, M Crookston 70
e 63, W/ B:
Missourt Valley 63, Avla
issouri Wes

uri-Rolla 53

orsh Central 75, Augustana,ii 60
akota 89, South Dakota 62

ias, Minn. 58
artin Luther 49

Urbana 73, Titfin
W. llinois 61, Ind.-Pur.-Indpls. 36
W. Michigan 85, E. Michi 20 0
Waldorf 69, St. Ambr
Washbum 4, Truman . 5
Webster 93

Whcaton Hl g3 linors wmy n 52
1, ll-Springfield 52
3, Mount Union

William Woods 7
Wilmi

tou is.-Eau Claire
Wi -Whnewater 69 iz EaCrosse 66

ustin 58, Texas DSIAS 61
ing St. 54, Prairie View 4
5 Jarvis cnnsnansl

MU 58, San Jose St. 37
§W oklahoma 15, Abjene histian 67
Sam Houston St. 59, Steph

Baeton 07§ oxas B Gommmarco 53

Texas 63, Okiahoma st. 42

Texas @nsas

Texas A&M-Corpus Ci

Texas:Tyler 80, U of the Ozarks
e Froanns

W Texas AGM 73, 5E Oklanoma 72

ms St. 84, Chadron St. 60

.77,
Long Beach St 70, UC Riverside

Rt 69, Tulsa
Texas ABM-Kingsuille 8, Texas AM ot

Santa Clara 70, $t. Mary's, Cal. 47
Seattle Pacific 77, St. Martin's 68
Stanford 76, Boston College 66
Texas Tech 87, Color:

C ivine 5, Cal St Fullerton 74
Utah 67, Wyoming 49
Utah St 61, CS Nonhnﬂge 57
washmgmn 75, Oregon St. 64
Weber St. 66, Sacramento St. 49

XHIBITION

Wartburg 62, Slovak Republic 55

Sony Open

Saturday
At Waialae Country Club
Honolulu
548 millio

Vardage: 7,060;
ird Roung

shigeki Maruyama
grettQu\q\ey

Ko Oberholser
Lorenk

e
Foankin Langham

g
23 =23 a

om Byrum
jonathan Byrd
teve Flesc

aniel Chopra
om Kite

T

Men’s World Cup
Sunday
At Wengen, Switzerland
Slalom
1. Alois. Vugl , Germany, 1 minute, 35.38 sec-
onds (47.30-
. Ivica Kostehc, Croatia, 1:3559
(47.35-48.24)
(@ Bgr\ jamin  Raich, Austria, 1:35.84
Manlred Pranger, Austria, 1:35.98
(48112-47.86)
. _Markus Larsson, Sweden, 1:36.09
(47.97-48.12,
. G\ancarlo Bergamelli, Italy, 1:36.16
(4733485
. Kurt Engl Austria, 1:36.30 (48.30-48.00)_
. Silvan Zurbriggen, Switzerland, 1:36.31
(48.23-48.08)
). Akira Sasaki, Janan 1:36.4 MéAEJE—AE.ZE)
0, Patrick BiGGS, 50
(48.39-48.11)
Dverall World Cup Standi
\fter 22 of 38 event

g5
o
 gode i Ier, umled Sta 2’345 points

{ohann Grugger, Aus
. Kalle Palan
0. Thomas Granm Canada, 3
arid Cup Sstom Standings
of 10 rac
: Benjamin Ralchy Austriz, 330
Giorglo Rocea, aly, 24

! Alira Sasaki, Japan,
0. Markus Larsson, Sweden, 117

Women’s World Cup
Sunday
At Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy
Downhill
1. Michaela Dorfmeister, Austria, 1 minute,

6,62 seconds.
. Renate Goetschl, Austria, 1:37.21

ily Brydon, Canada, 1:37.85
nma Mancusd, United States, 1
andra Meissnitzer, Austia,
o e . ok Sta
Overall wor]d Cup Sta slandmgs
1 of 3
. Renate SOScH, Ausma 796 points
' Janica Kostelc, Groatiy
el " histria, 712

weden, 1:37.72
- Sylviane Berthod,  Switzerland, 1:37.75
Emi
9

a Poutiainen, Finiand, 7
eGy Kidow. United Wates, 38
erg, Germany, 594
Marhes Schild, Austria, 437

ina Maze, 3

0. Carele Mantilet i

orid Gup Bown Standings
e et Sieo of elght races)

: Renate Goetsch, Ausir, 435
Hilde Ger o L

S Kldom Umted States, 348
: ichadia Dorfmews(er, Austra 322
- Carole Montillet, Frar
: Jelena Kosteli, Croatia,
\n%ndlacg ueriod, France

eriand, 1
e Ut Shates, 58
o Taonde Kostner Tl 136

Saturday’s transactions

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

‘games each for fighting and suspen
QEts | Marcus Camby and ¢ Heheisco tison
ing the bench afea
e R s g Arwe ae an.
ANGELES LAKERS Iacaq G KoDe Bry-
ant on the injured list. Activated G Tony Bob-
bittfrom the Inured ist.
A PACERS.-Activated F Jonathan
Bengor o the injured st Placed ¢ John
Edwards on the injured list.

F Jerome
Moiso to a second lO-daky Contract.

NNESOTA— AnSQUACAd RB Marion Bar-
ber Wil foregp. e senjor Season and
make himself available for the NFL Draft.

3.2 Ghz

b

800HighTech.com

Miller, Kildow have
tough day on slopes

The Associated Press

WENGEN, Switzerland —
Alois Vogl tamed the toughest sla-
lom course on the circuit Sunday
for his first World Cup victory
and the first in the event by a Ger-
man man in 14 years.

Overall World Cup leader Bode
Miller skied out in the second leg
on the famed Lauberhorn hill.
The American earned just 60
points in three races this week-
end by finishing third in Satur-
day’s downhill.

‘or a while, it appeared Italy’s
Giorgio Rocca had won, but a
video replay showed he straddled
a gate midway down and he was
disqualified. Finnish slalom spe-
cialist Kalle Palander, like Miller,
skied out in the second leg.

Miller has completed only one
of five slalom races this season,
when he won in Sestriere, Italy,
last month. He also failed to fin-
ish the slalom leg of Friday's
super-combined.

Miller still tops the overall rank-
ings with 1,048 points, but Raich
has improved to 850. Michael Wal-
chhofer, the winner of the Satur-
day’s dnwnhlll is third at 641.

Dorfmeister ends Goetschl’s
downhill streak
CORTINA D’AMPEZZO, Italy
— Michaela Dorfmeister won a
World Cup downhill Sunday, de-
nying Austrian teammate Renate
Goetschl a fourth vic-

Sports briefs

Agassi, a four-time winner of
the Australian Open, said the
small tear in a tendon in his right
hip didn’t trouble him too much.
He lost in three sets to Tim Hen-
man on Saturday and is a “100
percent starter” for the Austra-
lian Open, which begins Monday.

The 34-year-old Agassi hurt the
hip Thursday during a match
against Andy Roddick, putting his
status in doubt. After losing to
Henman on Saturday, he still
wasn’t a certainty, but changed
his mind Sunday.

“T'll be out there giving it every-
thing I've got,” Agassi said.

Agassi, seeded eighth, won the
Australian Open in 1995, 2000,
2001 and 2003 and was a semifi-
nalist last year.

LeFors leads East to Shrine win

SAN FRANCISCO — Stefan Le-
Fors threw two of his three touch-
down passes to Louisville team-
mate J.R. Russell, and Purdue’s
Taylor Stubblefield also caught
two scoring passes Saturday in
the East’s 45-27 victory over the
West in the 80th edition of the
Shrine Game.

Purdue’s Kyle Orton passed for
145 yards in the first quarter —

tory on the course.

Goetschl finished second, still
good enough for her to take the
lead in the overall World Cup
standings from Croatia’s Janica
Kostelic.

“It’s tough to compete against
Renate, she’s in such great form,”
Dorfmeister said after her 19th
career victory. “But today I had
almost a strange sensation in the
starting hut. I wasn’t as nervous
as usual and I was able to ski the
exact line I wanted.”

Dorfmeister was timed in 1
minute, 36.62 seconds on the
Olympia delle Tofane course,
0.59 ahead of Goetschl. Germa-
ny’s Hilde Gerg was third, 0.78 be-

Kostelic was fourth and defend-
ing overall champion Anja Paer-
son of Sweden fifth for her best
downhill result since she began
compelmg in the event last sea-

Lmdae Kildow, the
20-year-old American who was
the top challenger to Goetschl in
the week’s previous three races,
made a big error on the top part
of the course after posting faster
times than Dorfmeister at each of
the first two checkpoints. She fin-
ished 18th for her worst downhill
result this season.

The top two Americans were
Julia Mancuso in elghlh place
and Kirsten Clark in 10t]

Agassi to play Anstrallan
despite ailing

MELBOURNE Aus&ralla —

Andre Agassi is set to play in the
Australian Open despite a hip in-
jury that forced him to quit an ex-
hibition match leading up to the
year’s first Grand Slam tourna-
ment.

103 to on plays
called by Boilermakers coach Joe
Tiller, who helped to make all of
the East stars look awfully good
for the dozens of NFL scouts in at-
tendance.

Stubblefield had seven catches
for 128 yards as Tiller’s squad
racked up 553 yards, scoring all
of its points in the first three quar-
ters. The teams combined for
1,013 yards in the highest-scoring
matchup since 1979.

LeFors was named the offen-
sive MVP, going 10-for-17 for 165
yards and tying the Shrine Game
record for touchdown passes in
Jjust one quarter of work He and
Russell were jus impressive
as Orton and Smbblefleld con-
necting on TD passes of 37 and 36
yards in the first half.

Keller signs with German team

MOENCHENGLADBACH,

rmany — U.S. goalkeeper
Kasey Keller left Tottenham of
the English Premier League to
join a German team.

The 35-year-old American
signed a 1%:-year contract with
Borussia Moenchengladbach in
Germany’s top league and will
join the team immediately, his
new club said. No transfer fee
was involved.

Keller, who has played 75
games for the U.S. national team,
was the No. 1 goalie at Tottenham
last season but this year lost his
job to Paul Robinson.

Keller has played in Europe
since 1992, but this is his first
stint in Germany. He also played
with Millwall and Leicester in En-
gland and Real Vallecano in
Spain. He recently said he would
leave Tottenham to find a starting
job elsewhere.
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Michelle Kwan celebrates after winning her ninth title at the U.S. Figure
Skating Championships, tying Maribel Vinson for the all-time record.

Kwan makes history
with ninth U.S. title

BY NANCY ARMOUR
The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Michelle
Kwan tossed her head back and
raised her arms in triumph, a
smile as bright as her golden
dress spread across her face.

She had fretted about being
able to win even one title when
she was barely a teen. Now 24,
she has a nine, her

But it's somehow fitting that
Kwan was the one to finally reach
the pinnacle. Her former coach,
Frank Carroll, trained with Vin-
son, and Carroll would often tell
Kwan stories about Vinson and
the lessons she'd taught him.

“There’s a cosmic connection
between me and Maribel,” Kwan
said. “She taught Frank and
Frank taught me. To be with her
is »

place in history secure with a run
at the U.S. Figure Skating Cham-
pionships as impressive for its lon-
gevity as its dominance.

“It's incredible. Nine!” said
Kwan, whose latest crown came
Saturday night, tying Maribel Vin-
son for the all-time record. “I just
remember trying to win my first
one. To get my ninth . . . T have no
answer for that because I never
thought I'd get here.”

Now it seems hard to imagine
nationals without her at the top of
the podium.

Kwan earned four more 6.0s,
giving her 42 at nationals in the il-
lustrious career that began more
than a decade ago when she was
t00 young to wear makeup. Now
she’s as dominant as ever, with no
one in the United States close to
challenging her.

Certainly not Sasha Cohen, who
again failed to come through
when it matters most. Cohen fin-
ished second after botching two
jumps and was lucky to finish
ahead of up-and-comer Kimmie
Meissner, who made a bit of histo-
ry herself with the first triple axel
by a U.S. woman since Tonya Har-
ding in 1991.

Meissner had been doing the
axel in practice all week and land-
ed a perfect one in warmups,
drawing loud applause. When it
came time to do the jump for real,
she almost seemed to be in slow
motion as she took off and then
turned 3% times in the air. A huge
smile crossed her face as she
lightly touched down, and the
crowd roared, knowing they’d
just seen something special.
arlier, Johnny Weir won his
second straight men’s title. Olym-
pic bronze medalist Tim Goebel
was second.

Vinson won nine titles in the
1920s and 1930s, a mark that
once  seemed  untouchable.
Gretchen Merrill, Tenley Al-
bright and Peggy Fleming — they
all won multiple titles, but none
came close to Vinson.

Her performance Saturday
night may not have been Kwan’s
best — she was a little tentative
and slower than she’s been in
practice, and she only did five tri-
ples. But it was more than worthy
of the record books.

Skating to “Bolero,” with a pro-
gram choreographed by none
other than Christopher Dean,
Kwan was the picture of grace,
perfectly in sync with the music.

She picked up speed with every
jump she did, until she was danc-
ing down the ice on her final foot-
work. The fans cheered so loudly
they drowned out the end of her
music, jumping to their feet when
she finished. Kwan pumped her
fist, shook her head and clapped
her hands as if to say, “I did it.”

When she saw her 6.0s she
beamed. Kwan got seven 6.0s this
week, the last major competition
where the century-old scoring
mark will be used. The Interna-
tional Skating Union has already
gone to a points-based system,
and U.S. Figure Skating plans to
follow suit.

“Sweet!” Kwan said, referring
to her 6.0s. “I'm going to be sad
when the 6.0 system goes away.”

The title was Kwan’s eighth
stralghl extending her own
record.

She's also a five-time world
champion, and has silver and
bronze medals from the Olym-
pics. The only hole in her impres-
sive résumé is Olympic gold, but
the 2006 Games are only a year
away.

Cohen has yet to win a major
title — U.S., world or Olympic —
and she won’t ever get one if she
keeps skating like this. She
crashed hard on a triple lutz and
had to put a hand down on the ice
to keep from falling on her triple

op.

“I'm disappointed not to nail all
the jumps, like I've been doing in
practice,” Cohen said. “I’s not in
my overall plan not to skate per-
fectly.”
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McGrady lifts Rockets late

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Tracy McGrady
scored 28 points and came uj
with a handful of clutch plays in
the Houston Rockets’ 73-67 victo-
ry over the San Antonio Spurs on
Saturday night.

McGrady sparked the Rockets’
strong finish by converting a
three-point play, making a couple
of free throws and then finding
Bob Sura all alone behind the arc
for a three-pointer that gave
Houston a 64-57 lead with 2:49 to
go.

He nailed a clinching
three-pointer of his own with 34.6
seconds left, putting Houston
ahead 69-61. McGrady let his
right hand linger in the air a little
longer than usual and smiled as
the crowd cheered.

Yao Ming added 13 points and

Dikembe Mu-
tombo  came
off the bench
for 15
bounds

NBA
roundup

ts win a sea-
son-high fourth straight game
and move three games above .500
(20-17) for the first time this sea-
son.

They also won consecutive
games against San Antonio for
the first time since 1997.

Tony Parker led the Spurs with
21 points and six assists, while
Tim Duncan had 18 points and 12
rebounds.

The Spurs were held to a sea-
son-low point total, going only
24-for-68 (35 percent) from the
floor, including 2-for-16 (13 per-
cent) from three-point range.

San Antonio’s offensive woes
certainly weren’t helped by the in-
jury of guard Manu Ginobili, who
left in the third quarter after
bruising his right quadriceps and
didn’t return. He played only one
minute after halftime, then was
taken out. Ginobili finished with
six points, three rebounds and
three steals.

Lakers 104, Warriors 102:
Lamar Odom made a driving a
layup with 1.3 seconds left, and
the Lakers won their first game of
the season without Kobe Bryant
in Oakland.

0Odom had 27 points and 12 re-
bounds, and he drew a charge
from Adonal Foyle with 12.6 sec-
onds left to set up his final shot.
Odom then got the ball at the top
of the key, drove past Cliff Robin-
son and made a hanging layup to
lift the Lakers to their fourth vic-
tory in five games.

Chucky Atkins added 20 points
for Los Angeles, which placed
Bryant on the injured list before
the game with a sprained ankle.
He’s expected to miss about three
weeks.

Derek Fisher had a career-high
29 points against his former team-
mates. Speedy Claxton had 15,
but missed a long jumper at the
buzzer.

Timberwolves 92, Trail Blaz-
ers 84: In Minneapolis, Latrell
Sprewell scored 25 points, includ-
ing a pair of key three-pointers in
the fourth quarter, to lead Minne-
sota.

Kevin Garnett had 17 points
and 10 rebounds, and Eddie Grif-

Spurs forward Robert Horry, right, defends as Rockets guard Tracy
McGrady, center, goes up for a shot during the first quarter.

fin grabbed a career-high 18 re-
bounds for the Timberwolves.

‘The Timberwolves also took ad-
vantage of a thinned Portland
front-line to gain the edge in the
rebounding battle 44-32. Missing
frontcourt players Zach Randol-
ph, Shareef Abdur-Rahim and
Darius Miles due to injury, Port-
land went to a four-guard lineup
through much of the second half.

Pistons 99, 76ers 95: Tay-
shaun Prince’s short jumper with
24.5 seconds left put host Detroit
ahead and his two free throws
sealed the Pistons’ fifth straight
victory.

Richard Hamilton scored 25
points for the Pistons, who have
won 12 of 16 since falling to .500
on Dec. 11.

Magic 85, Pacers 84: In India-
napolis, Hedo Turkoglu had 23
points and Grant Hill added 19
points and eight rebounds as Or-
lando held off a furious finish by
the Pacers.

Reggie Miller missed a chance
to tie the game from the foul line
with 3.3 seconds left and Jamaal
Tinsley’s desperation heave from
halfcourt banked in, but it was
ruled he shot after the buzzer.

Jermaine O’Neal had 38 points
and 15 rebounds to lead Indiana,
which had a two-game winning
streak snapped.

Kings 99, Clippers 95: In Sac-
ramento, Calif, Chris Webber
had a season-high 36 points and
10 rebounds to lead Sacramento.

Peja Stojakovic made four
three-pointers and had 24 points,
and Cuttino Mobley scored 13
points in his Kings debut.

Mavericks 98, Nets 93: Dirk
Nowitzki scored 26 points, includ-
ing 16 in the second half after hav-
ing X-rays on his left ankle, to
lead Dallas at home.

Jerry Stackhouse had 20 points
and 10 rebounds, and Michael
Finley added 16 points to help the
Mavericks snap a two-game los-
ing streak and beat the Nets for
the 10th straight time.

Jason Kidd had 10 points, 11 as-
sists and 10 rebounds for New Jer-
sey, the 61st career triple-double

for the NBA’s active leader.

Bulls 86, Knicks 84: In Chica-
go, Eddy Curry’s layup with 2.4
seconds left gave Chicago its
sixth straight victory.

The winning streak is Chica-
go's best since Michael Jordan
led the team to 13 consecutive
wins late in the 1997-98 champi-
onship season. The Bulls, who
lost their first nine games this sea-
son, have won 12 of 15 overall.

Andres Nocioni set up the win-
ning score by blocking Trevor
Ariza’s jump shot. Tyson Chan-
dler saved the ball from going out
of bounds and threw it blindly to
Kirk Hinrich, who fed Nocioni as
he raced up the floor. Nocioni
then passed to Curry, who drove
to the basket and put the Bulls

ead.

Chandler blocked Nazr Moham-
med’s shot with time running out
to seal it.

Hawks 103, Bobcats 95: In At-
lanta, Al Harrington scored 22
points, and Antoine Walker
added 21 points and 11 rebounds
to help the Hawks beat expansion
Charlotte.

The Hawks led 88-65 with 8:51
left to play, but had to survive a
late scare as the Bobcats cut the
lead to single digits in the final
minute. Jason Hart scored 13 of
his 19 points in the final period to
lead the comeback attempt.

Grizzlies 101, Bucks 82:
Jason Williams had 25 points and
eight assists, and the Grizzlies
used a  team-record 13
three-pointers to beat the Bucks
in Memphis.

Pau Gasol added 22 points and
eight rebounds, and Bonzi Wells
scored 21 points for Memphis,
which won for the eighth time in
nine games.

Cavaliers 84, Jazz 71: LeBron
James scored 10 of his 27 points
in the fourth quarter and the visit-
ing Cavaliers rallied from a
19-point deficit to beat the Jazz.

The Cavaliers outscored Utah
31-14 in the final quarter and
held former teammate Carlos
Boozer to just three points in the
second half.
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Streaking Wizards
rally past Phoenix

BY JOSEPH WHITE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Juan Dixon
jumped, clenched his fists and let
out a yell amid the roar of the
fans as he ran downcourt. It was a
fitting way to celebrate a spectac-
ular layup during Washington’s
16-0 fourth-quarter run against
the NBA’s top team.

Dixon scored 13 of his 26 points
— including a driving
change-hands-in-midair layup in
traffic — in the final period, help-
ing the Wizards to their seventh
straight win, a 108-103 victory
that sent the Phoenix Suns to
their first three-game losing
streak of the season.

“Emouon man. Getting an op-
portunif id the former Uni-
versity ufMdryldnd star, explain-
ing his series of emotional releas-
es that including a pose to admire
a three-pointer.

“There’s times when you’re on
the bench the whole game, you
urge your teammates on, but
you're not really a part of it be-
cause you're not out there contrib-
uting,” he said. “Me, getting an op-
portunity to play and be a part of
it, it's a lot of fun. P'm enjoying it
right now.”

The Wizards, off to their best
start since 1978-79, made up a
10-point second-half deficit and
won for the eighth time this sea-
son when trailing at the start of
the fourth quarter. They usually
make it thrilling — they won on a
buzzer-beater by Larry Hughes
at Milwaukee the night before —
but they’re winning.

“T know they're probably aging
watching us play,” said point
guard Gilbert Arenas, referring
to the team’s fans. “But it’s excit-
ing basketball.”

Arenas scored 26 points, Hugh-
es had 22 points and 13 rebounds,
and Antawn Jamison added 17
points and seven rebounds. One
potential setback: Hughes
jammed his right thumb in the
fourth quarter and will be reevalu-
ated Sunday.

But it was reserve guard Dixon
who was the late sparkplug for
the second straight night. He
scored 11 of his 13 points in the
fourth quarter Friday night
against the Bucks and was
10-for-13 from the field against
the Suns and became the first Wiz-
ards player other than Arenas,
Jamison or Hughes to lead or tie
for the team lead in scoring this
season.

“I'm just going to play my
role,” Dixon said. “Those three
guys have been carrying us the
whole year, and it's up to us to
come off the bench and be produc-
tive.”

Steve Nash, the NBA’s assists
leader, sat out after bruising his
thigh in Phoenix’s loss to Indiana
the previous night. His replace-
ment, Leandro Barbosa, opened
1-for-8 in his first start of the sea-
son. Barbosa finished with 15
points and no assists, and the
Suns’ 13 team assists were a sea-
son-low for the third straight

game.

“We don’t have Steve Nash. It's
a completely different story out
there when you’ve got your court
leader,” said Quentin Richard-
son, who scored 25 points. “But at
the same time, we were still in po-
sition to win the game. We just
had a bad stretch and that was
tough.”

Amare Stoudemire scored 26
points for the Suns, 15 after being
fired up by a taunting foul on
Hughes late in the final seconds
of the first half. But most of those
points came from the free-throw
line — Stoudemire was just
3-for-12 from the field in the sec-
ond half.

Shawn Marion added 14 points
and 15 rebounds for the Suns,
who are 0-3 on their East Coast

d trip. Phoenix got no points
from its bench.

Both teams’ fatigue from play-
ing the night before showed in 18
combined first-half turnovers,
with neither team leading by
more than nine.
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Shigeki Maruyama lines up his putt with his caddy during the third round of the Sony Open
Saturday. A hole-in-one helped Maruyama finished the day in first place at 10 under par.

Ace helps Maruyama keep
positive approach, lead

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

HONOLULU Shigeki Maruyama
didn’t panic when he made a double bogey
on the first hole and quickly lost his
one-shot lead in the Sony Open. He simply

red he would get it back with a couple
of birdies.

Turns out it only took one swing.

Maruyama made a hole-in-one on the
202-yard fourth hole, part of a wild day at
windy Waialae Country Club that kept his
large contingent of Japanese fans thorough-
ly entertained until his 40-foot eagle putt
on the 18th hole Saturday stopped on the
edge of the cup.

The tap-in birdie gave him a 68, and left
him in the same place he started — with a
one-shot lead.

“It was a really bad start,” Maruyama
said. “I tried to think positive things. Fortu-
nately, I had a hole-in-one. That really
saved my game. I could think positive after
that.”

He was at 10-under 200, with plenty of
work left.

Brett Quigley saved par after driving
mto the TV compound and shot a 68, leav-

ing him one shot behind with a great
chance to end his 0-220 streak on the PGA
Tour.

Not many are better prepared. Quigley
spent the last month playing golf with his
family — including uncle Dana Quigley on
the Champions Tour, which means he
played every day. He’s trying to treat the
first full-field event of the year as one of
those marathon golf sessions with his
uncle.

“We all have a tendency out here [to
think], ‘Oh my gosh, it's a PGA Tour event.
You have to play perfect.” In reality, it's not
even close to that,” Quigley said. “I haven’t
attached any meaning to anything. And
that’s when I play well.”

Paul Azinger, the 2000 Sony Open cham-
pion, worked his low, penetrating ball
flight to perfection in the wind. He was
among four players who had a share of the
lead at one point, finished with nine
straight pars and had a 67 to finish two
shots behind.

“If it's my time to do it, I'll do it,” Az-
inger said. “I haven’t gotten ahead of my-
self yet.”

Among those in the large crowd follow-
ing Maruyama was Isao Aoki, inducted last
year into the World Golf Hall of Fame and
the last Japanese player to win the Sony

Open. Maruyama was 14 when he watched
Aoki hole a wedge for eagle on the last hole
to beat Jack Renner by one.

“I saw him,” Maruyama said. “It gives
me great pressure.”

He could also get that looking behind
him on the leaderboard.

Among the seven players within five
shots of the lead was Vijay Singh, the No. 1
player in the world, who quietly surged
into contention with a 67.

Singh might have been closer except for
taking two shots to get out of a bunker on
No. 16, courtesy of a plugged lie, and miss-
ing a 6-foot birdie on the last.

For most of the contenders, the first
full-field event of the year is ripe with op-
portunity.

W Quigley is the only player among the
top seven who has never won.

W Azinger finished No. 126 on the money
list last year and does not have full status
for the first time since he won Q-school 20
years ago.

Former Masters champion Larry Mize
also has no status. He got a sponsor’s ex-
emption to the Sony Open, shot a 64 on Sat-
urday and was at 7-under 203, along with
Robert Gamez (68).

Charles Howell IIT also shot a 64 and
was another shot behind.

Ernie Els took himself out of contention
for a record third straight victory at the
Sony Open. He had to rally on the back
nine for an even-par 70, leaving him eight
shots behind.

Otherwise, the Sony Open got back to
normal — all 78 players who made the cut
are men, all have driver’s licenses.

Fifteen-year-old Michelle Wie showed
up at Waialae, but only to do a television in-
terview with a Japanese network.

“We're on our way to the mall,” father
B.J. Wie said. “She’s meeting friends to go
shopping.”

The electricity came from Maruyama,
who had a large following and kept them in
suspense all day.

Quigley looked as though he might drop
out of the pack. He drove into the trees on
No. 3 and had to scramble for bogey, then
‘missed a 3-foot birdie putt on the next hole.
But he kept it together.

He surged into the lead with three
straight birdies, all inside 10 feet. Then
after dropping a shot on the 15th by miss-
ing the green, he drove into the TV com-
pound on No. 16 and saved par with a
tough 12-footer to easily keep in range of
his first PGA Tour victory.
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Els defends
Wie’s play;
exemption is
worthwhile

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — The disappointment of
missing the cut by seven shots in the Sony
Open turned into disgust as Michelle Wie
walked slowly across the parking lot in
darkness, waiting for her parents to take
her home.

All her practice rounds at Waialae Coun-
try Club were of little use in the strong
Kona wind that came from the opposite di-
rection and changed a course she thought
she knew better than anyone.

And then there was the putting.

“I hit so many putts that were right
there. I mean, right there,” she said. “I
couldn’t make anything.”

Hmmm. Sounds a lot like Tiger Woods.

The 15-year-old paused, then broke into
a big smile as she recalled all the putts
Woods missed last week at Kapalua.

“Oh, I get it,” she said. “That’s funny.”

Ernie Els came up with another compari-
son between Wie and Woods.

The Big Easy finished his second round
Friday and glanced over his shoulder at
the large leaderboard to the right of the
18th green, which had
Wie’s name at the bottom.
She was 7 over with six
holes left, no chance of mak-

&k She’s having a

Michelle Wie had trouble sinking biride
issing the cut at the Sony Open
at the Waialae Country Club in Honolulu.

get the ball On the green, or at least get it
within 40 fee

And she mlssed the 12 good birdie chanc-
es she had. She made only three birdies
and finished at 9-over 149, tied for 128th,
better than 14 men. The cut was 2 over par,
and Wie was 17 shots behind leader Shige-
ki Maruyama.

A year ago, Wie tied for 80th — better
than 47 men and 11 shots
behind the leader.

“I definitely want to play

i L i » Wie said. “1
ing the cut. tough time next year,

When asked about her fu- e just want to have another
ture, Els wenton the defen.  0¢CQUSe OF the  chance at it, because 1
) - wind, but she’s  than this.”

“Look, let’s put this in per-
spective,” Els said. “She’s
15 years old. She’s a girl.
She’s playing on the PGA
Tour. Tiger Woods, I don’t
think he ever made a cut on
four except maybe in the
Masters.”

Woods didn’t play his
first PGA Tour event until
he was 16, missing the cut
in the 1992 Nissan Open at
Rmera with rounds of

72-

“D]d I belong out there?
No. I wasn’t good enough,”
Woods said. “But it was an
experience that I wanted to
take advantage of. It proved
alot to me because I thought I played pret-
ty good for me, at the time. I was 17 back
from Davis [Love II1], so I figured I need-
ed a little work.”

‘Woods played in three PGA Tour events
each of the next two years, only breaking
par once, a 1-under 70 at the 1994 Buick
Classic when he was 18. He finally made
his first cut a year later when he tied for
41st at the Masters and was low amateur.

‘Wie made her PGA Tour debut last year
at 14, when rounds of 72-68 left her one
shot away from making the cut at the Sony
Open.

The tournament waited until last month
to make official what everyone expected —
another sponsor’s exemption for a high
school sophomore who generates record
crowds at Waialae.

The novelty of a teenager playing on tour
had worn off. The buzz was generated by
expectations she might become the first fe-
male to make the cut on the PGA Tour
since Babe Zaharias in the 1945 Tucson
Open.

But everything went wrong from the
start. Wie got the bad end of the draw —
early Thursday when the wind gusted to 25
mph, late on Friday after showers made
Waialae play even longer. The rough was
thick, and she simply isn’t strong enough to

not making a
mess of herself.
That is not
throwing an
invite away.
Only the real
skeptics will
think that way.y?

Should she get another
exemption? Els said the kid
should be allowed to come
back every year unless her
game goes south, and no
one sees that happening.

Competing against the
best men in the world, she
doesn’t look terribly out of
place. Competing against
the best women, she fits
right in. Wie only finished
out of the top 20 only once
in seven LPGA events last
year, and would have fin-
ished in the top 50 on the
money list had she not
been an amateur.

“She’s so good for the island. She’s so
good for the tournament,” Els said. “She’s
having a tough time because of the wind,
but she’s not making a mess of herself.
That is not throwing an invite away. Only
the real skeptics will think that way.”

What Els saw in playing 36 holes with
Wie was maturity — more in the person
than in the golfer, although ultimately the
two fit together. His one bit of advice for

ie, and those around her, was to turn her
loose.

“Hopefully, she’s at a point where she
can go play golf,” Els said. “David Leadbet-
ter, he’s got the golf savvy. He can step
back and let her play. She’s got everything
there.”

Tom Lehman agreed.

It was Lehman who first gave the teen
prodigy her nickname — the “Big Wiesy,”
because her swing reminded Lehman so
much of Els. He first played with her in a
junior pro-am when Wie was 12, and has
been amazed by her progress.

“My first impression of her was let her
alone and let her play golf,” Lehman said.
“That was my first feeling, and that’s still
my feeling. She has a natural ability that
you rarely ever see to swing a golf club.
There’s no need to make any changes at
all, except perfecting what she has.

“She’s like a thoroughbred. Let her run.”

Ernie Els
golfer
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Stoudamire saves No. 17 Arizona

BY BOB BAUM
The Associated Press

TUCSON, Ariz. — Salim Stoudamire felt
himself going into one of his infamous men-
tal funks against UCLA, but talked himself
out of it. What followed was one of the
greatest shooting performance of the col-
lege basketball season.

Stoudamire capped a 24-point secnnd
half with a three-pointer with 2.5 seconds
left to give No. 17 Arizona a 76-73 Vlclory
over UCLA on Saturday, snapping the Bru-
ins’ four-game Pac-10 winning streak.

“I'was upset in the first half and it affect-
ed my game,” Stoudamire said. “In the be-
ginning of the second half, the coach took
me out. I sat and thought about many in-
stances where this had happened. ... I just
told myself, “Youve got to pick it up from
this point.’ And I did.”

The left-handed senior, who entered the
game as the No. 2 three-point shooter in
the country at 56.2 percent, finished with
32 points. He scored 24 of the Wildcats
final 29 points.

“He is the best shooter in the country,
hands down,” Arizona coach Lute Olson
said. “They talk about the guy at Duke [J.J.
Redick], but ‘T will put Salim up against
him anytime

Smudamlre, who scored 34 points the
last time he played UCLA, is the cousin of
Damon Stoudamire, who set a franchise
record with 54 points for the Portland Trail
Blazers on Friday night.

“I  watched the game, actually,”
Stoudamire said. “That definitely inspired
me.”

After Stoudamire’s three-pointer from
the top of the key put the Wildcats up, Ari-
zona’s Hassan Adams stole a UCLA pass
and was fouled. Arizona was called for a
technical foul, though, when two players
rushed the court in celebration with 1.2 sec-
onds left.

“We have to work on telling our fresh-
men to not go on the floor until the game is
over,” Olson said.

However, Jordan Farmar of UCLA
missed both free throws, then Adams
missed his two, and the game ended before
the Bruins could get off another shot.

Stoudamire was 9-for-11 from the field
in the second half, most of the shots
mid-range jumpers, and was 11-for-16 for
the game. He also made all six of his free
throws.

Channing Frye added 15 points for the
Wildcats (14-3, 4-1), all in the first half.
Ivan Radenovic scored eight points and
grabbed a career-high 14 rebounds for Ari-
zona.

Dijon Thompson led UCLA with 27
points on 10-for-16 shooting and had 10 re-
bounds. Farmar added 15 points and Arron
Afflalo had 13 for the Bruins (10-4, 4-2),
who shot 61 percent (17-for-28) in the first
half but just 27 percent (8-for-30) in the sec-
ond.

“They stepped up their intensity, and we
just missed shots,” Farmar said. “We had a
lot of good looks that we missed, but a lot of
credit to them, they played hard in the sec-
ond half.”

The Bruins committed 23 turnovers in

losing at McKale Center for the eighth con-
secutive season.

“Stoudamire was so hot they were just
playing to him," UCLA coach Ben How-
land said, “getting him shots and he was

them. He was very, very good.”

Stoudamire scored 17 of his team’s 18
points in a 9">-minute stretch in the second
half, while the Bruins went 9:16 without a
field goal, missing 11 consecutive shots.

He scored the first 12 points in a 15-3
run that put Arizona up 68-61 on Adams’
steal and three-point play with 4:04 to go.

Frye's goaltending on Thompson’s short
jumper ended UCLA’s field goal drought
and triggered a 7-0 spurt that tied it at 68
when Thompson made two free throws
with 1:38 to go. Stoudamire sank two free
throws to give Arizona a 70-68 lead with
1:28 left, and two more with 50 seconds re-
maining to put the Wildcats ahead 72-68.

Mustafa Shakur made one of two free
throws to make it 73-68 with 40 seconds
left.

But Thompson made a 10-footer, then
Adams threw the ball away against UC-
LA’s press and Afflalo hit a three-pointer
from the corner to tie it at 73 with 16 sec-
onds to play.

Stoudamire calmly dribbled the ball up
court, then let fly far beyond the
three-point line for the game-winner.

Freshman Arron Afflalo acknowledged
he gave Stoudamire too much room. But Af-
flalo had seen Stoudamire dribble past him
for pull-up jumpers, and get fouled going
to the hoop.

Arizona's Salim Stoudamire center is
grabbed and congratulated by his team-
mates Channing Fyre (45) and Mustrafa
Shakur (15) for making a three-pointer in
the closing moments to heat UCLA.

“I just didn’t want to foul,” Afflalo said.
“He was about 30-plus feet out. I figured
he would at least, with 6 seconds left, pene-
trate and maybe pull up then. I didn’t think
he would walk and shoot from the volley-
ball line or wherever he shot it from.”

UCLA led most of the game but never by
‘more than eight points.

Oklahoma State’s win moves Sutton past mentor Iba

The Associated Press

STILLWATER, Okla. — After
so many wins on the court at Gal-
lagher-Iba Arena, Eddie Sutton’s
name will be forever associated
with the hardwood floor.

After Sutton passed mentor
Henry Iba for seventh place in ca-
reer coaching
wins with an

LT VA 5575 victory
over Towa
roundup [
day, Oklaho-

ma State offi-
cials announced that the court
would be named after the legend-
ary coach.

“It means a great deal,” Sutton
said. “It is quite an honor.”

Joey Graham and Ivan McFar-
lin each scored 20 points as Sut-
ton won his 768th game to pass
Iba, his mentor who coached him
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during his 36 years at Oklahoma
tate.

Iba was present when Sutton
was hired at Oklahoma State in
1990, but died on Jan. 15, 1993 —
exactly 12 years before Sutton
would pass him in career wins.

“Those three years, I was so for-
tunate to have the opportunity to
really get closer to him,” Sutton
said. “Mr. Iba was such a wonder-
ful man, but at times he was pret-
ty private.

“When we’d send those student
managers out to get him, he'd
come down to practice and we
had great conversations. He cer-
tainly gave to me as a player and
then as a graduate assistant. All
the things I learned gave me a
very strong foundation as far as a
basketball philosophy.”

Sutton was a little disappointed
in the manner his team used to
earn him win No. 768. After build-
ing a 19-point second-half lead,
the Cowboys (13-1, 3-0 Big 12)
lacked the stingy, controlling de-
fense that Sutton — and before
him, Tba — instilled at Oklahoma
State.
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No. 7 Syracuse 75, Provi-
dence 71: Hakim Warrick had
25 points, 12 rebounds and a key
steal with 3.3 seconds left for the
visiting Orange (17-1, 4-0 Big
East), who won their 10th consec:
utive game.

Dwight Brewington had 21 and
eight rebounds for Providence,
but he went 4-for-14 from
three-point range. Ryan Gomes,
who averages 21 points, had just
14 for Providence (9-7, 0-3).

No. 9 Kentucky 76, Georgia
55: At Athens, Ga., Patrick
Sparks scored 15 points for the
Wildcats (12-2, 3-0 Southeastern
Conference), who led by as many
as 30 points and finished with a
44-18 rebound advantage.

Levi Stukes had 18 points for
the Bulldogs (6-8), who dropped
t0 0-4 in the SEC for the first time
since 1998.

No. 10 Texas 63, Nebraska
53: Freshman Daniel Gibson
scored all 12 of his points over the
final 14:32 as the Longhorns
(13-3, 2-1 Big 12) bounced back
from a 74-63 road loss to Texas
A&M on Wednesday.

Joe McCray was S-for-12 from
three-point range and had 21
points and 11 rebounds for host
Nebraska (8-5, 2-1).

No. 11 Mississippi St. 80, Ar-
kansas 55: Lawrence Roberts
had 17 points and 10 rebounds
and the Bulldogs (15-3, 3-1 South-
eastern Conference) won their
ninth straight at home.

Jonathon Modica had 14 points
to lead Arkansas (13-4, 1-3),
which lost its third straight and
was held almost 24 points below
their scoring average.

No. 12 Connecticut 78, Rut-
gers 64: Josh Boone had 20
points, 12 rebounds and six
blocked shots and Charlie Villan-
ueva had 14 points, tied his ca-
reer-high with 14 rebounds and
blocked six shots for the host Hus-
kies (10-3, 2-1 Big East), who out-
scored Rutgers 58-28 in the paint.

Marquis Webb had 16 points
for the Scarlet Knights (6-7, 0-3).

No. 14 Washington 108, Ore-
gon St. 68: At Seattle, Tre Sim-
mons matched a career high with
26 points, going 6-of-7 from
three-point range, and Jamaal
Williams added a career-high 24
points for Washington.

Beavers coach Jay John left the
arena in an ambulance at half-
time after complaining of chest
pains and shortness of breath.

The 46-year-old coach was ex-
amined by an on-site doctor be-
fore paramedics were called.

No. 16 Gonzaga 86, Pepper-
dine 62: At Spokane Wash.,
‘Adam Morrison scored 26 points,
and Ronny Turiaf added 19
points and 10 rebounds, his fifth
double-double of the season, for
Gonzaga.

Gonzaga (13-3, 3-1 WCC) has
won six in a row against Pepper-
dine since 2000. Glen McGowan
scored 15 points for Pepperdine
12-7,2-2).

No. !.9 Louisville 69, No. 18

innati : At Cincinnati,
Taquan Dean was 7-for-13 from
three-point range and scored 25
points for the Cardinals (14-3, 3-1
Conference USA), who trailed by
17 points in the first half.

Nick Williams led Cincinnati
(14-2, 3-1) with 18 points.

No. 20 Pittsburgh 67, Seton
Hall 63: Chevon Troutman had
23 points for the host Panthers
(12-2, 2-1 Big East), who snapped
a two-game losing streak at home
after winning 43 of their first 44
in the Petersen Events Center.

Massachusetts 76, No. 21
George Washington 74, OT: At
Washmglon Rashaun Freeman,
who had season-highs of 27 points
and 15 rebounds, scored with less
than a second left in overtime for
the Minutemen (8-6, 2-2 Atlantic
10), who led by as many as 18
points in the second half.

J.R. Pinnock scored 15 points
to lead the Colonials (11-3, 3-1).

No. 22 Marquette 66, South

Florida : Todd Townsend‘
three-point play with 5 seconds to
play lifted host Marquette

Travis Diener led Marquette
(14-2, 2-1 Conference USA) with
24 points, and Townsend finished

with 10. Terrance Leather led
USF (8-6, 1-2) with 25 points.

No. 24 lowa 66, Minnesota
60: Pierre Pierce scored 18
points for the host Hawkeyes
(13-3, 1-2 Big Ten), who won de-
spite going the final 10:45 without
a field goal.

Jeff Hagen had 15 points and
12 rebounds for the Gophers
(12-4, 2-1

No. 25 Oklahoma 65, Baylor
61: At Waco, Texas, Drew Laven-
der scored a season-high 20
points, including a three-pointer
and two free throws in the final 45
seconds, for the Sooners (13-2,
2-0 Big 12), who won their sev-
enth straight overall and 21st in a
row against Baylor.

Freshman Aaron Bruce had 21
points for the Bears (8-5, 0-2).
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No. 1 Illinois uses its Head
to improve to school best 18-0

BY RICK GANO
The Associated Press

EVANSTON, Ill. — Luther Head’s high-rising
moves to the rim and soft jumpers from the perime-
ter led No. 1 Illinois to another victory and a place in
the school’s record books.

“We love it. We've done something no one else has
done,” Head said Saturday after the Illini’s 78-66
win over Northwestern gave them an 18-0 record —
the best start in school history.

“Just to accomplish something no one has, we've
got something to talk about. But we still have a lot
left to accomplish,” said Head, who finished with a
season-high 26 points, 17 in the second half.

The Illini had tied the school’s 1988-89 Final Four
team on Wednesday with their 17th straight win.
Now, the record’s all theirs.

The 6-foot-3 Head used his great leaping ability to
score from the inside, hit four three-pointers and
played hustling defense for the Illini, who finally
pulled away in the latter stages of the second half
against the scrappy Wildcats (8-8, 1-3 Big Ten).

“The whole team loves challenges. We play well
when there is something to prove,” said Head, who
scored a total of seven points in two games against
Northwestern last season.

On Saturday, he was 9-for-14 from the field.

“Nobody cares who the high scorer is. We've got a
Tot of guys who can score,” he said.

In a boisterous Welsh-Ryan Arena filled with both
purple-clad Northwestern students and or-
ange-wearing Illini followers, Illinois trailed only
twice — early in the game — and led by eight at half-
time.

Last season in Evanston, Illinois was ahead of
Northwestern by nine at the half, but the Wildcats
rallied for a 10-point victory.

Not this time. Illinois’ experience and poise kept it
from happening again, even though Head and
Deron Williams picked up their third fouls early in
the second half.

“The big difference is that we’re a year older and
we understand what it means to win on the road,” I1-
linois coach Bruce Weber said. “They’re tough to
play here. ... It's tough for anybody to win on the
road in the Big Ten. So, it’s rewarding.”

Roger Powell scored 15 points and Dee Brown
had 12 for the Illini, who are 4-0 in the conference
and have won 14 straight Big Ten games.

Leading scorer Vedran Vukusic, held to just two
free throws in the first half, led Northwestern with
20 points, while Davor Duvancic added 13. The Wild-
cats shot 57 percent but still lost, partly because
they had 16 turnovers. Northwestern fell to 0-13
all-time against No. 1-ranked teams.

Vukusic saluted Illinois’ performance this season,
while adding a qualifier.

“They’re No. 1 and they’re going to be for a
while,” he said. “But they’re beatable.”

After Northwestern got within six points early in
the second half, Head drove for a basket and then
took a nice pass from Williams for a high-rising
slam as the Illini went back up by 10.

Vukusic banked in a shot and hit a three-pointer
to slice it to five. But James Augustine got inside for
a basket and converted a three-point play, dousing
Northwestern’s comeback attempt.

“When they made a play, we made a play. When
they made a play the crowd would go crazy and you
got to do something to shut them up,” Brown said.

Colorado ‘overmatched’

against No. 2 Jayhawks

BY EDDIE PELLS
The Associated Press

BOULDER, Colo. — With Kan-
sas leading by one point, Colo-
rado worked the ball to its best
player, who shot a baseline jump-
er that hit nothing but air. Mo-
ments later, Keith Langford of
the Jayhawks made a nearly im-
possible 10-foot runner to set up a
three-point play.

Not only was that the key se-
quence in a 76-61 victory for No.
2 Kansas on Saturday, it was the
kind of game-changing series that
often illustrates the difference be-
tween the great programs and the
ones that long to be.

“Sometimes, you're just over-
matched,” Colorado coach Ricar-
do Patton said. “There’s a reason
they’re the number two team in
the country.”

Playing his second game with a
soft cast on his broken left thumb,
Wayne Simien led the Jayhawks
(130, 3-0 Big 12) with 23 points
and 17 rebounds.

Langford’s three-point play
after Chris Copeland’s miss was
part of a 14-point afternoon dur-
ing which he came through big
seemingly every time things got
tight.

“If you want clutch, Keith is
your guy,” Simien said. “He not
only creates opportunities for
himself, he creates opportunities
for others in clutch situations.”

The Buffs (8-6, 0-3) played
what is annually their biggest
home game of the season in front
of a packed crowd, at least half of
which was cheering for the Jay-

hawks. Those fans saw their team
stay on their best start since open-
ing 22-0 in 1996-97. Kansas,
which has “dominated the Buffa-
loes since the beginning of time,”
according to the Colorado game
notes, won for the 31st time in the
last 32 games of this series.

“Their guys just made plays,”
Copeland said. “I think everyone
can see we played hard. They
have great players and they came
through.”

Indeed, this one wasn’t as easy
as the final score indicated, and at
times things looked uncomfort-
able in the KU camp.

Behind Simien’s nice effort,
Kansas took a 17-point lead in the
first half, but the Jayhawks still
received a major tongue lashing
in the locker room at halftime.

During Colorado’s comeback
early in the second half, Kansas
coach Bill Self pulled Langford —
who is already in his doghouse for
comments he made about officiat-
ing last week — and the two had
an animated argument on the
bench.

Shortly afterward, Langford
started dominating.

The senior guard, coming off a
concussion last Sunday in a win at
No. 9 Kentucky, converted his
three-point play with 10% min-
utes left. On Kansas’ next trip
down, Langford hit a three-point-
er to put the Jayhawks ahead
51-46. A few minutes later, he
somehow got another runner to
fall as he was being smothered to
start a 9-0 run that put the game
out of reach.

“He labored all day, and we

Kansas forward Wayne Simien,

left, goes up to tip in a shot over
Colorado forwards Andy Osborn,
front right, and Chris Copeland.

weren’t getting rebounds and the
altitude affected us,” Self said.
“But when it got to one point,
Langford really came_through
and made some big shots.

Led by Glean Eddy s relentless
work, the Buffs grabbed 22 offen-
sive rebounds to stay competitive
despite missing a variety of open
shots, especially in the first half,
when they went 8-for-34 from the
field.

Eddy finished with five points
and 12 boards, six on the offen-
sive glass. Copeland had 22 points
and 11 rebounds and Richard
Roby scored 14 points for Colo-
I

ado.
“We definitely didn’t shoot well
from the field,” Roby said. “Good
teams have to find a way to win
games if the jump shots aren’t fall-

Wake Forest’s Chris Paul (3) drives past North Carolina player Ray-
mond Felton (2) and Jawad Williams (21) during the first half Saturday.

Paul, No. 4 Wake
dominate Heels

By KEITH PARSONS
The Associated Press

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. —
Chris Paul wanted to win, and he
got a reminder on just how to
make that happen from Wake For-
est coach Skip Prosser.

“Coach always tells us this is a
team game played by individu-
als,” Paul said. “He says you have
to beat your guy.”

No problem there.

Paul dominated his point guard
matchup with Raymond Felton,
‘Taron Downey had a season-high
18 points and the fourth-ranked
Demon Deacons ran away from
No. 3 North Carolina 95-82 on Sat-
urday.

Wake Forest (15-1, 4-0) set an
Atlantic Coast Conference record
by making all 32 free throws —
falling two short of tying the
NCAA mark — with Paul finish-
ing 9-for-9. The 6-foot sophomore
finished with 26 points, eight as-
sists, six rebounds and five steals
to overshadow Felton, who shot
only 5-for-18 and had 16 points.

“He is a very, very, very talent-
ed player with an excellent work
ethic,” Prosser said. “He also can
read and watch television, so he
knew the magnitude of this game,
and 1 think he stepped up to the
challenge.”

Downey gave his team an unex-
pected boost. A senior whose play-
ing time decreased with the emer-
gence of Paul, he came in averag-
ing only 7.6 points.

“I've said before and I'll say it

again, he’s one of the most self-
less players I've ever coached,”
Prosser said. “And for that, he’s
also one of the most popular
among his teammates.”

Downey beat his average by

making  three  consecutive
three-pointers during a 90-sec-
ond stretch of the first half to give
the Deacons their first lead at
14-13, and the score was tied only
once after that.

“Big-time players like to play
on a big stage,” Downey said.
“When the stage is big, I play bet-
ter.”

The Tar Heels (14-2, 3-1), who
lost for the first time since their
opener at Santa Clara, struggled
throughout with foul trouble.
Jackie Manuel, Marvin Williams
and David Noel all fouled out, and
Rashad McCants finished with
four.

McCants scored 19 points and
Williams added 15 for North Caro-
lina.

“We just have to put everything
in perspective,” said Tar Heels
center Sean May, who was held to
nine points. “It’s one game in con-
ference play. We can't hold on to
this forever, but we do got to think
about some things, things we did
wrong and how we didn’t have
each other’s backs out there.”

Because of a quirk in the sched-
uling for the newly expanded
ACC, this was the only meeting of
the season for the teams, the first
time since 1922 they haven’t
played a home-and-home.

McCants picked up his fourth
foul about a minute into the sec-
ond half and sat on the bench for
10 minutes. When he returned, he
tried to rally North Carolina by
himself, scoring 12 points down
the stretch.

“In the second half, we were
much more competitive,” Tar
Heels coach Roy Williams said.
“Pm disappointed in the result,
but I think it was a heck of a col-
lege basketball game.”
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NFL scorehoard

Playoffs

Wi-card Playoffs
turday, Jan. 8
St.Louis 27, Seatie 3y
N.Y. Jets 20, San Diego 17, OT
‘Sunday, Jan,

Indianapolis 49, Denver 24
Minnesota 31,
Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 15
Pittsburgh 20, N.Y. Jets 17, OT
Atlanta 47, St. Louis 17

Minnesota at Philadelphia
indianapolis at New England
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Falcons: Rams run out of gas against rested Atlanta

FALCONS, FROM BACK PAGE

“You saw a team that plays to-
gether,” rookie coach Jim Mora
said. “You saw a team that's pret-
ty complete. We like to say in the
locker room that the best player
on our team is our team. We
proved that tonight with the way
we played.”

The Falcons advanced to the
NFC

Sunday, Jan. 23
NFC: Atlanta vs. Minnesota or Philadelphia
AFC: Pittsburgh vs. Indianapolis or New En-

gland

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 6
Jacksonville, Fla.
AFC vs.NFC

Saturday
Steelers 20, Jets 17 (OT)

NY. Jets 010 7 0 0-17
Pittsburgh 10 0 07 3-20
First Quarter

Pit—FG Reed

45,
PR et ran (hega Kick, 156,
Quarter

Second

NY—FG Brien 42, 10:33.

NY—Moss 75 punt return (Brien kick), 3:00.
hi

YT

noue 8 interception return (Brien

Fourth Quarter
Ward 4 pass. from Roethlisberger
(Rosa i 600"

vertime
Pit—FG Reed 33, 3:56.

A=64915. )
First downs 7B

Total Net Yards
Rushes-yards.

Passint 165 171
Punt Returns 58 425
Kickoff Returns 513 478
Interceptions Ret. 2110 114
p-Att-Int 21331 17-302
sacked-Yards Lost 317 110
unts 6385 5396
Fumbles-Lost 00 11
Penalties-Yards 435 645
Time of Possession 3122 3942
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing-_New York, Martin 19-7, Jordan
530, Penmington 2.3, Cotchery 1. Bitts
burgh, Bettis 27-101, staley 11-5¢, Roetnis-
bergef 30, Haynes 18
Passing—New Pennington
2 a;. bitsburgne Roctoberoer

9 New York, McCareins
I 3 Sowall 1 Bocht
S5 %atier 2.5, Jordan 1o, Pt sburgh, Ward
10-105, Burress 2-28, Mays 2-19, Bettis 1-21,
Randic E1 1.6, Hay nes 12
Missed goals—New York, Brien 47
(sH) 33 (WL

Falcons 47, Rams 17
St. Louis 710 0 0-17
Atlanta ll 1410 9-47
st Qua
Al; Crump\er IB pass iram Vick (Feely

rhs 57 pass from Bulger (Wilkins
in 62 run  (Fecly Kic), 7:52.

Ati—bunn 19 run (Fecty Kicky, 9
StL—Holt 28 pass from Biger Wilkin

 Ati—Rossum 68 punt return (Feely Kick),
" StL—FG Wilkins 55, :00.

Quai
Ati~price 6 pass hom iek (Feely Kick),

A£G Feely 38,554,

Quarter
Atl—Safety, Bulger sacked in end zone,

‘Ati=Duckett 4 run (Feely kick), 1:54.
A=T0,709.
s oad

First dowr
Total Net vards
Rushes-yards.

Punt Returns
Kickoff Returns
Interceptions Ret
Comp-Att-

sacked Vards Lost

Fimbles-Lost

Penalties-Yards

Time of Possessi
NI

T30 Looker
ta, bunn 17-142, Ak 8110, Duikett 1566
Lous, Bulger 25-35:1-209. At-

ald
aleu

fanta, Prce 3 Crimpler 2.22, ‘Joniins 215,

finneran 2:3,D.Hall 16, Whie 13, Duni -2

NFL calendar

Feb. 13 — Pro Bow, Honol
Feb. 23-March1 — Scoutmg Sambine,ndia

‘April 23-24 — NFL Draft, New York.

game for just
the second time in the franchise’s
39-year history. They will host
Minnesota or travel to Philadel-
phia next weekend for a spot in
the Super Bowl.

The other time Atlanta made it
this far was the 1998 season. The
“Dirty Birds” got all the way to
the Super Bowl, only to get blown
out by Denver in John Elway’s
final game.

Now, a team known mostly for
its inept play is on the verge of
making it to Jacksonville, Fla.,
with a first-year coach. Anc
speaking of Mora, he finally gave
his family a playoff victory.

His dad, Jim Mora, took New
Orleans and Indianapolis to the
playoffs six times, only to go
one-and-out each time. He’s the
only 100-win coach in NFL histo-
ry without one postseason victory
on his résumé.

Well, his son has a 1-0 record in
the playoffs and his dad, who
was at the Georgia Dome, must
have been pretty proud.

St. Louis won its last two regu-
lar-season games just to make the
playoffs with an 8-8 mark, then
knocked off NFC West champion
Seattle last weekend. But the
Rams ran out of gas against the
Falcons, who were off last week
and had not played a meaningful
game in almost a month.

It didn’t take long for those
fresh legs to pay off, especially
‘when matched against the Rams’
woeful defense and special
teams.

ST. Louis POST.DISPATCHAP

Atlanta Falcons’ Allen Rossum, center, returns a punt 68 yards for a touchdown in the second quarter
against the St. Louis Rams on Saturday. Rossum set an NFL record with 152 yards on three punt returns.

“Idon’t think I've been part of a
loss like this,” defensive end
Bryce Fisher said. “We played
like we had handcuffs on.”

Vick’s big run came on Atlan-
ta’s third offensive play, setting
up an 18-yard touchdown pass to
Alge Crumpler just three minutes
into the game.

The tone was set for the first
half: It resembled a track meet
more than a football game. The
Falcons led 28-17, the teams com-
bining on the second-highest scor-
ing half for a divisional-round
game in league history.

Rossum did more running than
anyone. The 5-foot-8 return spe-
cialist returned a punt 68 yards
for a touchdown with less than a
minute to go in the first half.

He wasn’t done, setting an NFL
playoff record with 152 yards on
three punt returns — a staggering
50.7-yard average.

“I truly left it all out on the

field,” Rossum said. “I'll have no
trouble going to sleep tonight.”

He had returns of 39 and 45
yards in the third quarter, setting
up VicK’s 6-yard touchdown pass
to Peerless Price and Jay Feely’s
38-yard field goal for a comfort-
able 38-17 lead.

Rossum broke the mark set by
Minnesota’s Anthony Carter, who
had 143 yards in punt returns
against the Saints during the 1987
season. In a fitting bit of symme-
try, that was the first playoff loss
for Mora’s father.

Dunn rushed for 142 yards on
just 17 carries, including the
62-yard touchdown that quickly
eclipsed Vick's scamper for the
longest run in Falcons’ playoff his-
tory. By the time Dunn was done,
he had eclipsed Jamal Ander-
son’s franchise record of 113
yards in a playoff game.

The Falcons looked every bit
like the league’s top running
team, finishing with 327 of their

397 yards on the ground — one of
the greatest rushing games in
playoff history.

Vick passed for only 82 yards
but was an efficient 12-for-16.

“Thls is a very exciting time for

" he said. “The whole world is
watchmg. This is something
we've worked for all year. Why
not go out there and enjoy the mo-
ment?”

Vick’s only blemish was a fum-
ble at the end of a run, and the
Rams’ defense had nothing to do
with it. He simply lost the ball
after stumbling to the turf with-
out being touched.

Otherwise, Vick loomed large
— even when he didn’t have the
ball. The Rams assigned a line-
backer or defensive back to keep
an eye on him, but that created
some huge holés for the running
backs.

“They tried to play us in a cer-
tain defense and we were kind of
expecting it,” Vick said. “It back-
fired on them.”

Steelers: Star-crossed Jets left shaking heads

STEELERS, FROM BACK PAGE

Reed’s 33-yarder with ]ust
more than 12 minutes gone in
overtime won it and was his 19th
successful conversion in a row,
tying Gary Anderson’s team
record.

The loss will go down as one of
the most excruciating in the Jets’
star-crossed history. Brien’s twin
misses were doubly stunning dis-
appointments for a gutty team on
the verge of its biggest upset
since Broadway Joe’s guaranteed
win over the Colts in the January
1969 Super Bowl.

“I've never seen anything like
it,” Steelers linebacker Larry
Foote said. “I'm not going to say it
was a miracle, because that’s crip-
pled people getting up and walk-
ing, the blind seeing. But that's
the closest thing to it I've ever

seen.

Brien’s 47-yarder with 1:58 re-
maining hit the goal post, but Ro-
ethlisberger gave the Jets the ball
right back when his off-line throw
was intercepted by David Barrett
— just the kind of mistake rookie
quarterbacks are supposed to
make in the playoffs, but Big Ben
had rarely made during his 13-0
rookie season. The Jets then

The Steelers overcame two inter-
ceptions by rookie quarterback
Ben Roethlisberger, who was
17-for-30 with two touchdowns.

drove cautiously from the Steel-
ers 37 to the 25, giving Brien a
43-yarder to win it on the final
play of regulation.

But the kick sailed far to the
left, not even close, and the
given-a-reprieve Steelers danced
Joyously on their sidelines — Ro-
ethlisberger right in the middle.

“I tried to hit it a little harder
because I was real surprised I

didn’t have the distance,” Brien
said, referring to the 47-yarder.
“The second one I missed. The
first one didn’t go in.”

Brien’s 28-yard kick in over-
time beat San Diego last week —
yes, by the same 20-17 score —
and he hit a 42-yard FG to halt
Pittsburgh’s early momentum
and make it 10-3 Pittsburgh early
in the second quarter. He was
24-for-29 during the season.

“I had confidence in him, he
made the one last week and I
thoughl he could make it,” Jets
coach Herman Edwards said.
“We were kind of in a spot, there
was nothing else we could really
do, we had to kick the field goal.
He’s been a good kicker for us. It
was just a tough day.”

The Jets became the first NFL
team to play three conseculwe
overtime games, including
regular-season ending loss in St
Louis. They dropped to 0-7 in
Pittsburgh and 2-16 all-time
against the Steelers.

The Steelers are 1-3 in AFC
title games under coach Bill Cow-
her, losing all three at home as
big favorites, but linebacker Joey
Porter senses this season will be
different — and not just because
they have won a team-record 15

in a row. They were only the
fourth NFL team in 26 years to go
15-1 during the regular season.

The Steelers won four Super
Bowls in six seasons from
1974-79, but they have returned
only once since, losing to Dallas
after the * 5

The Jets will wonder for years
why they’re not going to the AFC
title game.

“This is about as frustrated as
T've ever been in my career,” said
NFL rushing champion Curtis
Martin, who was outrushed by
Jerome Bettis 101-77 in a match-
up of two of the NFL's top five ca-
reer rushers. “Right now I feel
there is no end to my anger. ... We
left our hearts out there today.”

And they left with a loss that
might take more than an offsea-
son to forget.

“I just feel bad for the team. I'll
be fine,” Brien said. “I just feel
bad for the guys that played so
well, played 5o hard and came up
short.”

Roethlisberger hed
17-for-30 for 181 yards and two
touchdowns.

“I did everything I could to lose
the game,” Roethlisberger said.
“Pve got to play better. That was
terrible. The game we played
today is not going to cut it.”
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WIZARDS

* Reserve guard Dixon scores 11
in fourth quarter as Wizards
win seventh straight, Page 27

One by a foot

Steelers
win in OT
after Jets
miss 2 FGs

BY ALAN ROBINSON

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The Pitts-
burgh Steelers’ greatest season
since the 1970s was all but lost,
Ben Roethlisberger’s unbeaten
rookie streak seemed to be over.
Then Doug Brien missed the big-
gest kick he’ll likely ever try.

Twice.

Jeff Reed did what Brien
couldn’t do — make a game-win-
ning field goal — and the Steelers
somehow beat the New York Jets
20-17 Saturday in a remarkable
overtime playoff game filled with
wild swings in momentum and
emotion.

Roethlisberger overcame two
huge interceptions — one for a
touchdown and another that ap-
peared to doom the Steelers late
in the fourth quarter — to lead a
decisive drive that began at their
own 13 and sent Pittsburgh to
next Sunday’s AFC championship
game at home against New En-
gland or Indianapolis.

SEE STEELERS ON PAGE 31

Pittsburgh Steelers kicker Jeff
Reed, center, is mobbed by team-
mates Saturday after his 33-yard
field goal in overtime beat the
New York Jets 20-17.

Dewayne Robertson of the New York Jets hangs his head as his team fell to the Pittsburgh Steelers 20-17 in
overtime in an AFC divisional playoff Saturday at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh. Jets kicker Doug Brien missed a
47-yard field goal attempt with 1:58 remaining and a 43-yarder on the last play of regulation.

one by a mi

e

Vick, Falcons
roll over Rams
to advance to
NFC title game

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Michael Vick
rolled to the left, brushed aside a
rusher like a pesky gnat and took
off the other way.

He didn’t stop until 47 yards
later.

The Atlanta Falcons were off
and running — and their
one-of-a-kind quarterback had
plenty of teammates along for the
ride.

Warrick Dunn ran for a
62-yard touchdown, Allen Ros-
sum set an NFL playoff record for

punt returns and the Falcons rout-
ed the St. Louis Rams 47-17 Satur-
day night.

Vick? He was right in the mid-
dle of things, of course, throwing
two touchdown passes and run-
ning for 119 yards to break Dono-
van’s McNabb’s year-old record
for rushing yards by a quarter-
back in a playoff game.

ut Vick’s teammates managed
to escape his considerable shad-
ow, putting Atlanta within one
win of the Super Bowl.

SEE FALCONS ON PAGE 31

Atlanta Falcons QB Michael Vick
threw two touchdown passes and

rushed for a record 119 yards in

Saturday’s 47-17 victory over the
St. Louis Rams in Atlanta.

Kwan ties record
with her ninth title
n U.S. Figure

Skating
Championships
Page 26

Maruyama aces
fourth hole,
maintains
one-shot lead
after three rounds
in Sony Open
Page 28

No. 4 Wake
uses impressive
performance
from line to beat
No. 3 N. Carolina

Page 30



